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PREFACE

Stairs Method (Merdiven or Merdiban) is one of the
long lived accounting record techniques of the world with a
style of entering detailed entries and sums from top to
bottom. The first known examples belong to the second half
of the 8th century. It was born in the Abbasids State, passed
to Ilkhanians in the middle of the 13th century, without
certainty, used by Seljuks for some time and Ottomans took
the system from Ilkhanians in the 14th century and as it is
widely known used the system until the end of the 19th
century. Approximate lifetime of the system is 1100 years.
Abbasids, Ilkhanians and Ottomans had a similar culture of
alphabet, language, social structure dominated by Islamic
traditions, state structure and administration, economic
structure and trade customs and finally similar income and
expenditures. For this reason, the same accounting method
changed according to the conditions of the era and
continued its existence. It was used in the field of state
accounting. In other words, it was born and developed as a
system of state accounting. Statist structure of the Middle
East also enabled the growth and development of the

method.

Introductory and manual books written throughout

the 14th century in the time of Ilkhanians have survived up



to now. The first examples of double-entry record method,
which now has completed its globalization, fall with the
inscription of these teaching books. Double-entry record
method has a lifetime of seven hundred years and is still
young when compared to Stairs method. Double-entry
record method is a product of capitalist economy. On the
other hand, Stairs method has features of a statist

economy.

It is known that, in Stairs method, there are two
kinds of writing forms; the normal style and siyakat (with
no markings). Two reasons could be found for this. One of
the reasons is since the accounting records carried utmost
importance and secret for the state, siyakat writing which is
difficult to read was chosen. The second reason is the need
to write many things in small places which resulted in an
Arabic alphabet with no markings which lifted confusion
problems with the above or below lines. In siyakat records,
it is seen that numbers were written words or figures. The
reason for this may be the need to cover the numbers or to

eliminate the risk of changing numbers.

The method revised itself according to changing and
developing conditions of the age. Its practice areas
expanded. But the system remained in a line which valued
internal and external auditing, conservatism, secrecy and

especially reporting. Clarity in reporting and



comprehensibility are the main reasons for the long life of

the method.

The education of accountants in Ottomans was based
on practice so all the accounting education would take
place in practice. Learning how to write, the terms and
calculations were a part of this education. Bookkeeping,
information transfer among offices, archiving were given in
the following education. The accountant could choose no
other proficiency and had to follow his work for 35-40
years. Head Defterdar (chamberlain) was also the Finance
Minister and most of time he was someone who grew up in
this field. The main principles of the proficiency were
honesty, diligence and respect in the pecking order.
Protection of state properties and keeping the interests were
the main duties of the accountant. These are the main
reasons why accountancy was a respectable job in

Ottomans and other mentioned countries.

Studies about Stairs method are still in the beginning
stage. From 2004 on, with the World Accounting Historians
Congress hosted by Turkey between 20-24 July 2008,
Turkish delegations have attended numerous congresses
and conferences, and presented nearly SO papers about this
subject. The continuity of these activities will increase the

publicity of the method.



This study carries the features of being the first
introductory book about the Stairs Method. In other words,
it is a beginning. Although it is possible to see my name
among the authors, I did not contribute much except
counseling on some subjects. The book has been prepared
by the knowledge of Dr. Mustafa Oguz on siyakat writing
and Ottoman Turkish, and with great efforts of
Assoc.Prof.Dr. Mehmet Erkan, Assoc.Prof.Dr. Cemal Elitas,
Asst.Prof.Dr. Oguzhan Aydemir and Ugur Ozcan. 1 would
like to congratulate them for this great contribution on
introducing the accounting record culture of this country. I
hope that these studies about the Stairs Method would
continue in the future. I also would like to thank Oguzhan
Kalkan for his help with the translation of the book and to
Assoc.Prof.Dr. Ahmet Kesik for his support for the
publication of the book.

Prof. Dr. Oktay Giivemli
Head of 12th World Congress of

Accounting Historians



CHAPTER I

ACCOUNTING METHOD IN ABBASIDS AND
ILKHANIANS

INTRODUCTION

This study includes three sections. In the first section,
"siyakat” writing system which was used both by Abbasids
and Ilkhanians to record accounting practices and the
terminology used in accounting practices are introduced
and rules and signs of accounting books are given. The aim
of this is to increase the comprehensibility of samples given
in following sections. Also, political, economic and financial
structures of these states have been studied and accounting

practices are given with samples.

In the second part of the book, evaluations about the
political, economic and financial life of the Ottoman Empire
and sample accounting records have been given. In this
respect, Ottoman Empire has been divided and studied in

four eras. These are;

- Rising Period,

- Growth Period,

- Between the end of Growth Period and Tanzimat,

- The period from Tanzimat to the Republic.



In the third section of the study, a general evaluation
of the study has been made and the findings have been

summarized.

1. NUMBER RULES IN GENERAL

In this section, numbers used in stairs method and their

writing styles will be discussed.

Units digit, then tens digit with a circle above
numbers named as zero and finally hundreds and
thousands digits are discussed. This section will not be
handled separately since it is the common subject in

Abbasids, IIkhanians and Ottomans.
10. Units Digit

Numbers from zero to nine are considered as units digit.
Their representations and modern equivalents are given in

Table 1.

Table 1. Arabic Representation of Units Digit

F r F F F r F F F r

Arapeoa Savilar i A i 1 o £ T ¥ \
Modern Kargilildarn | 9 ) 7 B 5 4 & 2 1 8]

11. Tens Digit

Numbers from 10 to 99 are considered as tens digits. Their
representations and modern equivalents are given in Table

2.



Table 2. Arabic Representation of Tens Digit

r r r 4 4 F F

Arapea Sayilar Cae [ae [we [ e [ as N T
Modern Kargihldarn | 20 | 80 | 7O | 60 | 50 | 40 | 30 | 20 | 10

12. Hundreds Digit

Numbers from 100 to 999 are considered as hundreds digit.
Their representations and modern equivalents are given in

Table 3.
Table 3. Arabic Representation of Hundreds Digit

ArapgaSa}rllar r':[oc erc r\,fco r'[co ’Chco ’ico 'T‘oo 'Too r'|oo
Modern Kargihildan | 200|800 | 700|600 | 500|400 | 300|200 100

13. Thousands Digit

Numbers from 1000 to 9999 are considered as thousands
digit. Their representations and modern equivalents are

given in Table 4.
Table 4. Arabic Representations of Thousands Digit

ArapgaSayllar ":looo 'Aooo "\l'ooo ’10¢o ’Dooo rﬁooo rT‘ooo r'{ooo r'|¢o¢
Modern Kargiliklar | 2000|8000 | 7000|6000 | 5000(4000| 3000 | 2000] 1000

14. Sample Numbers and Their Representations

Some sample numbers in Arabic and their modern

equivalents are given in this section.

Arapea Sayilar Cawva [evie [roce [urve [ vy
Modern Kargihildlarn |[9678[5210|3545([2220(1111




2. ACCOUNTING PRACTICES IN ABBASIDS
20. General Explanation

Islam States in Middle East start with Prophet Mohammed.
After the dissemination of Islam by Prophet Mohammed
from 622 to 632 and his death in 632, the era of four
caliphs start. Caliph Ebubekir, Omer, Osman and Ali are
the caliphs of the Four Caliphs Era and they ruled from 632
to 661. After The Four Caliphs Era, Umayyad State took the
leadership of Islam. This state reigned from 661 to 750. In
the period of Umayyad State, the regions of Middle East
Islam State’s boundaries expanded. After the reign of

Umayyads, Abbasid Dynasty started to rule.

21. Siyakat Writing System in Abbasids

There is no exact source about the invention period of divan
numbers. But, from the first years of Hegira accounting and
bookkeeping system taken from the Persians gave way to
the invention of divan numbers. After the acceptance of
“divan” style by Arabs, records were taken in Pahlavi
(Persian) language for fifty years and it was in Romaic in
Syrian region and Coptic in Egypt. In the Umayyads period,
common language became Arabic because of the
governance system conception based on the superiority of
race and many Arabic scholars were brought up. With the

order of Abdulmelik Ibni Mervan, one of the Umayyad



rulers, records were started to be taken in Arabic instead of
other languages. These records belonging to Umayyads were

totally destroyed in “Cemacim Event”!.

It is thought that Siyakat writing was first used by
Abbasids in Persia. It is also thought that it was invented by
Abbasids. It came to Anatolia in the time of Seljuks through
Persia2. According to another thought, this writing system
whose origin was believed to be Persia passed to Abbasids
from Persians. Selahaddin Elker reminds that Von Kremer,
an Austrian, published a document showing the revenue of
Abbasids State and by doing this he mentions that it is
important to understand the history of divan numbers by a
document written by Ali bin Isa, vizier of Al Muktedir Billah
Cafer. This document® published by Von Kremer dating
back to 306 of Muslim calendar, with a great probability, is
the oldest document belonging to Abbasids Period. Thus,
Fekete mentions that siyakat writing was used in financial

affairs in the middle east from the time of Abbasids?.

No other older document showing siyakat writing in

Abbasids has not been found. The biggest reasons of this is

! Selahattin Ekler, Divan Rakamlari, Turk Tarih Kurumu, Ankara,
1953, p.17.

2 Diindar Guinday, Arsiv Belgelerinde Siyakat Yazis1 Ozellikleri Ve
Divan Rakamlari, TTK, Ankara, 1989, p. 1.

3  The mentioned document is A. von Kremer, Uberdas
Einnahmebudget Abbasiden Reiches, von Jahre 306 H. (918-919), p.
306-318.

4 Said Oztliirk, Osmanli Arsiv Belgelerinde Siyakat Yazisi1 Ve Tarihi
Gelisimi, OSAV, Istanbul, 1996, p. 25.



without any doubt the loss of state’s tax records and
registers during the wars in the falling period of Umayyads
and take over of Abbasids. The destruction of documents
which would be very useful for the revenue office containing
tax proportions, land and population records took the

financial system totally “out of control”>.

In addition to this, the rivalry between Caliph Emin
and his brother Me’'mun caused to the destruction of the
record house by a fire which kept important financial and
accounting documents of Abbasids®. Middle east Islam
states in medieval era, apart from Ottoman Empire, were
ruined and their archives were destroyed. At this point, no
useful teaching document from the time of Abbasids were

found”.

In addition to this, it is clear that siyakat writing

system was used in state accountancy.

5 Mustafa Demirci, “Abbasiler Devrinde Yukar1 Mezapotamyada (Cezire)
Koyl Hareketleri” Akademik Arastirmalar Dergisi, May- July 2006,
Issue 29, Maestro Yayincilik, Istanbul, 2006, p. 3-4.

6 Selahaddin Elker ibid., p.20-21, Also see Corci Zeydan; Islam
Medeniyeti Tarihi, Cilt II. Translation: Zeki Megamiz, U¢ Dal Nesriyat,
Istanbul, 1966, p.120; Said Oztirk, ibid., p. 25.

7 Omer Abdullah Zaid, “Accounting Systems And Recording Procedures
In The Early Islamic State” The Accounting Historians Journal,
December, 2004.

10



22. Rules and Signs in Abbasid’s Accountancy
Books

Starts with a letter It is an expression of starting. Its
usage both in Ilkhanians and Ottomans give us some clues
similar to Abbasids. First page of income table prepared by
Ali bin Isa, vizier of Muktedir who became caliph in
Abbasids state in 918, starts with

letter 8,

Yekiin: It means total. All the records are written and the

total is written.

Accounting records were written in books. Abbasids
called the documents containing salary list of soldiers in
Horasan as “book”. Another name for it was “ceride”. The
books were recorded before using them. It was obligatory to

keep it under record with the Sultan’s seal.

ibni Haldun also gives information about the
accounting structure of Islam states. He witnessed the
developments in accounting system of Abbasids. [bni
Haldun informs us that the accountants keeping the books
signed their names and signatures at the end of the book
and sealed it with the sultan's seal which generally left a

small hole at one side of the book. Apart from this, the

8 Corci Zeydan cites from A. Von Kramer, “Einnahmebudget des
Abbasiden Reiches” in Medeniyet-i Islamiyye Tarihi, Translation:
Zeki Megamiz, [kdam Matbaasi, Istanbul-1329 (1913), p. 120.

11



pages of the books were numbered before their use®. Omer
Abdullah Zaid from Bahrein University, in an articlel9,
quotes from a work of Mahmood Al-Mursy Lasheen!! about
the details of recording process of Abbasids. According to
this;

1. If there was any input or output, it would be recorded

immediately.

2. These inputs were classified according to their kinds.
Similar or same kind of goods were summed and

written under one account.

3. Receipt or bill would be recorded to the right end of
the page and by this way the source of the receipt

was known clearly.

4. Payments were recorded to the left end of the page

with necessary explanation.

5. All the records had to be explained clearly.

9 Omer Abdullah Zaid, “Were Islamic Records Precursors To Accounting
Books Based On The Italian Method?” The Accounting Historians
Journal, Vol.27, No.l1 2000, p. 73-90, ProQuest Information and
Learning Company,

http://calbars.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi qa3657/is 200006/a
i n8887031/print, retrieved on 03.10.2006.

10 Omer Abdullah Zaid, “Accounting Systems And Recording Procedures
In The Early Islamic State”, The Accounting Historians Journal, Dec.
2004, ProQuest Information and Learning Company, http://www.ief-
trisakti.or.id/ac_sys.php retrieved on 03.10.2006.

11 This study is “ At-Tandheem Al-Muhasaby Lil-Amwal Al-Ammah
Fil-Islam”, MA. Thesis, Faculty of Commerce, Al-Azhar University.

12



6. No space had to be left between two inputs. If there
was any space left for any reason, a line had to be
drawn from one side to the other side of the page.
This line is called “Attarkeen” or terkin. Otherwise a

case of manipulation or misrepresentation would rise.

7. It was forbidden to write over and over again and to
correct by scratching. If accountant/bookkeeper had
shown the total more by mistake, he had to make an

explanation to the court.
8. A mark was put when the account was closed.

9. Similar activities were kept under a preparatory book

and posted to be recorded to the related book.

10. The posting procedure of preparatory books
containing similar activities were done by an

independent person.

11. There should be no difference between two amounts

in the balance sheets called as Al-hasel.

12. Monthly or yearly reports had to be prepared. These
reports included detailed and useful information. For
example, they provided information about goods,

where they came and where they were used.

13. At the end of every financial year, the accountant
would prepare a detailed report about the goods and

cash under his control.

13



23. Political Structure in Abbasids

Abbasids are the dynasty ruled the Islam State after the
Umayyads for five hundred years. Their sovereignity covers
the years between 750 and 1258 (Muslim calendar 132-
656). This dynasty is also called as “hashimis” because of
their lineage back to Prophet Mohammed. Abbasids have
made great administrative, scientific, political and military
changes after taking over the leadership of Islam from
Umayyads. Umayyad caliphs brought a racial leadership
system of Arab noble class instead of a state leadership
anticipated by Islam and by this way making the Islam
state “based on ethnic components” disturbed the non-Arab
proportion. People from the conquered lands who were not
Arab and accepted Islam were called “mevali” which meant
some sort of slave. They were treated as “second class”
citizens!?2. Citizens who were not satisfied with their
situation secretly circled their propaganda and
underground activities around Ebu Miuslim of Horasan!s.
The revolution took place successfully. The revolutionists
were from different groups who took opposition to
Umayyads. Ebul Abbas es-Seffah took the leadership as the
caliph. With the rise of Abbasids into power, the members

12 Hakk: Dursun Yildiz, “Abbasiler” IA, C. 1, TDVY, Istanbul, 1988, p.
46.

13 Dogustan Giiniimiize Biiyiikk Islam Tarihi, C.3, Cag Yayinlar,
Istanbul, 1995, p. 28-29.

14



of Umayyad house were slain oncel4. Researchers describe
the passing over of power from Umayyads to Abbasids as a

revolution rather than a change of dynasty!5.

Ebul Abbas chose Iraq not Syria for the center of
caliphate and carried the headquarters to there. Later in the
time of Ebu Cafer el-Mansur, the headquarters was carried
to Diyaribagdat (medinettisselam) which was going to be the
permanent capital. With this change, the “weighing center”
of the government was carried from Syria, a Mediterranean
country, to Iraq, a country with vast irrigational plains and
at the crossroads of trade roads. This transfer caused the

rise of Iranian influence rather than Byzantium!6.

Abbasids lived their most glorious times with
Harunuirreshid (786-809). Harunurreshid achieved great
victories with both naval and land expeditions against
Byzantium. In 803 and 806, with a great army he stepped
into Byzantium lands, conquered Konya Eregli and Nigde
and Byzantine Emperor Nikephoros had to accept a peace

treaty by giving cizye both for himself and his son.

Abbasid and Turkish relations started in the time of
Harunuirreshid. Some of his palace guards were Turks.

Abbasids transformed Cuindikinnesrin city into a separate

14 Hakki Dursun Yildiz, ibid., p. 46.

15 Bernard Lewis, Ortadogu, Sabah Kitaplari, Translation: Mehmet
Harmanci, Istanbul, 1995, p.59.

16 Hakki Dursun Yildiz, ibid., p. 46 Bernard Lewis; ibid., p. 61.

15



region with a name of Avasim. As it was known, Avasim was

a city made up of Turksl1’.

After the death of Harunurreshid in 809, rebellions
broke out for a short time. Great rebellions such as Kipti
and Babek rebellion fall in the time Me'mun, son of
Harunurreshid.” Peace between the Muslims and
Byzantines which lasted nearly for twenty five years
corrupted in the time of Me’mun. In 830, great invasions
into the lands of Byzantium resulted in great successes and
Byzantium was imposed to pay taxes. Although there were
backbreaking incidents in the reign of Me'mun, it was one

of the magnificent eras of Islam history!8.

A very great expedition was made to Byzantium in the
time of Mu’tasim (833). Upon entering Anatolia, from
Ankara to the fronts of Afyon, Mu’tasim conquered

Ammuriyye(Ankara), one of the biggest cities of Anatolial®.

In spite of this, the power of caliphs started to
decline, provinces started to act independently from the
capital and they abandoned their ties with the state.
Caliphate totally lost its importance when Baghdat was

17 Nahide Bozkurt, “Haruntrresid” IA, C. 16, Istanbul, 1997, TDVY, p.
258-261; Also see Dogustan Giiniimiize Biiyiik Islam Tarihi, C.3, Cag
Yayinlari, Istanbul, 1995, p. 129.

* For example Babek revolt took place in 816 and it was only quelled in
Mutasim Billah’s era in 838 by killing Babek. Nahide Bozkurt, “
Me’man” IA, C. 29, TDVY Ankara, 2004, p. 101-104

18 Bozkurt, ibid., p. 101-104.

19 Yildiz, ibid., p. 36.

16



conquered by Buveyhogullari in 945. It was Seljukian
sultan Tugrul Bey who lifted the oppression of
Buveyhogullari over Baghdat in 105520.

From 1218 on, Mongols turned their rotation to west.
They defeated states like Harizmshashs, Iran and Iraq. It
was Hulagu who ruled the Mongols in 1258. He came to the
fronts of Baghdat and besieged the city. Without any hope,
last Abbasid caliph Mustasim (1242-1258) had to surrender
with all the high ranking officials of the state. All the
surrendered people were executed. According to Hakki
Dursun Yildiz, it was a murder with rare equals. Baghdat
was torn down. All the institutions were collapsed down,
mosques were turned into stables and libraries were
destroyed. Books were thrown into fire and the river Tigris.
It was a catastrophe. This catastrophe was "in the arena of

civilization rather than politics"21.

Iraq Abbasid caliphs??

Ebu'l-Abbas (750-754), Mansur (754-775), Mehdi (775-785),
Hadi (785-786), Harun Resid (786-809), Emin (809-813), Memun
(813-833), Mutasim (833-842), Vasik (842-847), Mutevekkil (847-
861), Muntasir (861-862), Mustain (862-866), Mutez (866-869),

20 Meydan Larousse, C. 1. “Abbasiler”, Meydan Yaymnevi, Istanbul,
1969, p. 12.

21 Yildiz, ibid., p. 36.

22 Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbasids, retrieved on 11. 04.2007,
Also see, “Abbasid”, The Encyclopsedia Britannica, Eleventh
Edition, NY, 1910-1911.
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Muhtedi (869-870), Mutemid (870-892), Mutezid (892-902), Muktefi
(902-908), Muktedir (908-932), Kahir (932-934), Razi (934-940),
Mutteki (940-944), Mustekfi (944-946), Muti (946-974), Tai (974-
991), Kadir (991-1031), Kaim (1031-1075), Muktedi (1075-1094),
Mustazhir (1094-1118), Mustersid (1118-1135), Resid (1135-1136),
Muktefi (1136-1160), Mustencid (1160-1170), Mustazi (1170-1180),
Nasir (1180-1225), Zahir (1225-1226), Mustansir (1226-1242),
Mustasim (1242-1258).

It had been a stable period for the Islam State since
the Abbasid Dynasty had ruled for five hundred twenty four
years23. Information about social, economical and cultural
areas in this period is more stable and reliable. Traits of
“Stairs Method” which constitute the base of this study are
first seen in the time of Abbasids. For this reason, it will be
more convenient to base accounting practices to this period.
Previous studies took Ilkhanians State as the beginning of
the Stairs Method. But in the preparation of this study,
Abbasids were found to be the beginning of Stairs Method.

23 Dogustan Giiniimiize Biiyiik Islam Tarihi, C.3, Cag Yaynlari,
Istanbul, 1995, p. 16-17.
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24. Economical and Financial Structure of
Abbasids

Abbasid society consisted of two layers. These were “Havas”
and “Avam”24. Apart from Arabs, Iranians and Turks, there
were many ethnic and sectarian groups. Ethnic and
sectarian clashes were a part of life. Rise of prosperity
brought luxury with it. They did everything possible to raise
the prosperity and productivity.

Agriculture: Agriculture was the foundation of economical
life. Because it was the source of most of the state’s
revenues. They accelerated irrigation facilities to raise the
productivity in agriculture2>. Marsh areas were healed and
cultivated areas were expanded. Modern methods for
agriculture were introduced. Many books about agriculture
had been translated into Arabic and copyrighted. With all

these, productivity in agriculture was raised significantly.

Mining: There were many rich mineral deposits. Many
improvements had been made in the field of mining field
administration. Silver was mined in the eastern states, gold
from western states especially Sudan, copper, lead and iron
from Horasan Persia. There were many rich iron deposits in

Beirut. Persian Gulf was providing pearl in great quantities.

24 While relatives of the caliph, viziers, emirs and kadis were counted as
havas, avam (common people) consisted of tradesmen, craftsmen,
farmers, soldiers, slaves and other groups. Yildiz, ibid., p. 46.

25 It is mentioned that Mu’tasim brought many irrigation engineers from
China only for this purpose. Yildiz, ibid., p. 46.
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Industry: Textile industry had fairly improved. It was one of
the important industry branches with the number of

workers and the volume of production.

Rose water and perfume industry, glass and paper
industry, soap industry, mining enterprises and weapon
ateliers and brick kilns were main branches of industry.
There were 4000 glass and 30.000 brick factories around
Baghdat. Tentmaking was another branch of industry.
Paper factory built in Samarkand in 756 and the following
factories in Baghdat and Egypt were meeting the paper need

of Europe.

Trade: 1t was formerly in the control of Jews, Christian and
Mazdeans and later Muslims took the control of it. Abbasid
caliphs gave the necessary importance to trade. They built
roads, caravanserais and water wells on the routes to meet
the water demand. Land and sea trade improved in short
time. Kufe and Dimask became important trade centers.
Basra became the meeting point of sea trade for its location

and ships trading to China and India sailed from here.

On the other hand, it can be said that Baghdat and
Alexandria were the number one good stock markets of
world. Antakya was the commercial bridge between east

and west26.

26 Y1ldiz, ibid., p. 46.
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Banking: The rise of trading led the opening of institutions
similar to banks. In the IX. century moneychangers were
serving to rich tradesman banking facilities. They were
using a system similar to cheque and credit system. For
example, a cheque written in Baghdat could be transacted
in Morocco. Tradesmen were buying cheques from the
moneychangers and making their payments with these
cheques. Since interest was forbidden by religion, this job

was generally undertaken by non-Muslims?27.

With the development of trade, rise in production and
consequently rise in the income of state created a state of
welfare. But when Abbasid caliph Mansur (754-775) ended
his 21 years duty, he left 810 million dirham (60 million
dirham and 14 million dinars) to the treasury. He was a
cautious person. The treasury income was only 1 billion

dirham?28.

When compared to the era of Harunurreshid, money
in the treasure is less in Mansur’s era. Because
Hartinurreshid was said to leave more than 900 dirham at
the end of his era. Although the expenditures were much,

such an amount gives the signals of how the income was

high.

27 Yildiz, ibid., p. 46.
28 Zeydan, Islam Medeniyeti Tarihi, Cilt II. Translation: Zeki Megamiz,
Uc Dal Nesriyat, Istanbul, 1966, p. 62-63.
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In Memun’s time income of the treasure was more
than any other country. Because it was a time of peace and

welfare without discord?°.

In Muktedir’s time (908-932), although many states
became independent, they still continued to pay their taxes.
Abbasid State was paid “enormous" taxes by lands taken
from the Romans because of plentiful gold mines30. But it
was also true that incomes of the treasure decreased in his

time. Expenditures of the palace multiplied many times3!.

240. Substructure influencing Accounting

Practices

Caliphate
Central Organization Local Organization

[Vizierate ] [Secretaryship] [Govemorship] [ Court ] [ Foundations ] [ Police force ]

29 Zeydan, ibid., p. 65.

30 A. Freiherrn Von Kremer, Uberdas Einnahmebudget des
Abbasidenreiches vom jahre 306 H. (918-919)” Imparatorluk Bilimler
Akademisinin Tasarilari, (Felsefi-Tarih kategorisi) C. 36, Translation:
Cemal Elitas, Viyana 1888, p.283-284, Also see Carl Brockelmann,
Islam Uluslar1 Ve Devletleri Tarihi, TTK, Translation: Neset Cagatay,
Ankara, 2002, p. 120.

31 Before him, tax revenue of Sevad region was 100 million dirham. But
in his time, it receded to 31 million dirham. It is told that there were
11.000 Greek and Sudanese servants in his palace. Abdulkerim
Ozaydin, “Muktedir-Billah” IA, C. 31, TDVY, Istanbul, 2006, p. 144.
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Caliph: The person who ruled the state after the Prophet is
called caliph. Caliph is both the leader of religion and state.
This became a tradition both in the era of Four Caliphs,
Umayyads and Abbasids. It continued like this after the
Abbasids but there were many states in the lands of
Abbasids and they had their own political sovereignity.
Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili mentions briefly about the state
structure of Abbasids in a book in which he deals Ottoman
state structure. Uzuncarsili mentions that because of its
situation, it was impossible for the Abbasids State not to be
influenced by the foundational procedures and laws of
Sassanid State. With this, they added laws and religious
interpretations and created a structure of caliphate32.
Abbasids caliphs assigned more than one heir. This practice
resulted in grudge and hatred among the members of the
dynasty33. Ottoman empire Yavuz Sultan Selim took the

caliphate in 1517 and in 1922 it was abolished by Ataturk.

Vizierate: It is known that Arabs were influenced from
Persia and Byzantine. Many administration offices were
taken from them. When the lands under their sovereignity
reached an enormous size, it was necessary for the state
leader to find helpers from different levels to rule the lands

under his order. It was in Abbasids period that vizierate

32 ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanli Devleti Teskilatina Medhal,
TTK, Ankara, 1988, p. 1-2.

33 Mehmet Aykac, Abbasi Devletinin Ilk Donemi Idari Teskilatinda
Divanlar, TTK, Ankara, 1997, p. 17-18.
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became effective in Middle East Islam States. Because
Abbasids brought vizierate system from Sassanid. Vizier
was the most authoritative person after the caliph. Vizier
was the chairman of the divan34. While ruling the state in
the name of the caliph, vizier was responsible against the
caliph and this required a professional understanding of
state affairs. It is also necessary to mention that this case
required a concern for the income and expenditures of the
state. Abbasids divided vizierate into two as tefviz and
tenfiz. Tefviz vizierate had a full and limitless power. Tenfiz
vizierate had only administrative authorities. They only

fulfilled the duties given by the caliphs>.

Until the time of Harunreshid caliphs dealt with state
affairs and after him all the authority was given to the

viziers3e,

Secretaryship: With the expanding borders, it was difficult
for the vizier to fulfill the duties and some assistant were
needed. At first local Christian secretaries in Syria and
Egypt and Persian and Nasturi clerks in Iraq fulfilled this
duty. But in the time of Umayyad dynasty, all the books of
exaction were translated into Arabic by the Salih bin
Abdurahman, clerk of Haccac Bin Yusuf (714). In the time

of Abbasids clerks constituted a close group. Caliph Memun

34 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 6.
35 Bermekiler is a good example for Vezaret-i Tefviz. Aykac, ibid., p. 21.
36 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 6.
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replaced the divan clerks in with his men when he came to
Iraq from Horasan. This caused a problem for Sevad

region37.
Clerks related with our subject are:
e Katibu-1 Akid
e Amil katibi.
e Ceys katibi
e Katibu-1 Harac
e Katibu-r resail
e Katibu-l ctind

Katibu-r resail was the clerk who wrote the fermans

of the caliph and took them to the necessary places.

Katibu-l Harac was responsible for running financial
affairs of the state; collecting taxes and making necessary
income and expanditure records. That is the reason why
accountants were called as clerk (katip) for centuries. Every
secretaryship had a separate divan. Abbasids also gave

importance to the following subjects about divan:

Amil katibi, was working in the divans of provinces.

He had to know agriculture science and area measurements

37 In this situation clerks in Sevad region were unemployed. Their
substitutes were inexperienced clerks so one of the experienced clerks
was left and taught the job to the new clerk. Inexperienced clerks did
not know what to tax, what not to tax, how to tax and how to collect it.
Mehmet Aykag, ibid., p. 25.
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well. He had to be familiar with the tricks of farmers for tax

evasions3s.

Provinces: Baghdat was the capital in the time of Abbasids.
When the country expanded to Asia and Africa,
administrative structure was formed around provinces.
Appointed governors ruled provinces. This system is still
used in Turkey. In the time of Abbasids, the country was
divided into twelve provinces. Some important provinces
were Kufe and Sevad, Basra and Tigris, Yemen, Horasan,
Armenia which was called as Cezire and Azerbaijan,
Damascus and Egypt. This information shows us that the
borders of Abbasids covered Arab peninsula, North Africa,
Caucasus, Iran and eastern and east western parts of
Anatolia. The dominant centralist system in the early times
replaced with an autonomous decentralist system with the
expansion of borders3°. It is known that Sahibti’l harac and

administrators helped governors in provinces40.

Divans: State offices which were similar to contemporary
cabinet ministries were called Divan in Abbasids. Divans of
the Abbasids constituted models for the later Turkish-Islam
States#!. It is told that Abbasids had an excellent state

38 Aykac, ibid., p. 35.
39 Aykacg, ibid., p. 25

40 Yildiz, ibid., p. 39.

41M. Ali Unal, “Osmanli Imparatorlugunda Muisadere”, Tiirk Diinyas1
Arastirmalar: Dergisi, S. 49, p. 96.
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organization and divan system even in their weakest

times42.

Divan is common phrase in middle east countries. It

was used by Persians and Ottomans for centuries.

Financial Divans

[ Divaniil ezimme Divaniil miisadere ]

[ Divaniil harag ] [ Nafakat divani ] [ Divan-1Baytiilmal ] [ Divanii-diya’ ]

Abbasids had more than one divan for financial affairs.
Divaniil Harac: This divan was responsible for taking the
taxes from the regions under sovereignity of the state. In

some sense it was revenue office.

In his work, Mehmet Aykac¢ divides Divanul harag into

8 assemblies*3:

1. Construction and Writing Assembly: wrote the drafts

of letters to be sent.

2. Copy Assembly: copied the prepared letters in
compliance to the original. After that the original draft
was given back and one copy was spared for itself and

others were sent to the related divans.

42 Uzungcarsily, ibid., p. 3.
43 Aykag, ibid., p. 139-141.
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3. Esktidar Assembly: recorded the incoming and sent
documents and goods to the related tables. It
presented the details about origin and type of goods
to the head of divan.

4. Accounting Assembly: It received and recorded the
goods which came to the divantl harac. It also

classified and recorded them to the related tables.

Construct
ion and
writing

assembly

Accounti
ng
Assembly

Copy
Assembly

Cehbez
Assembly

Eskiidar
Assembly

Divaniil
harag

Ceys
Assembly

Tafsil
Assembly

5. Cehbez Assembly: It controlled the books kept by
accounting assembly and administered existing
goods. Monthly reports were prepared by this
assembly and information about the spent and
remaining were given. Then it was presented to
beytilmal divan. Cehbez listed the daily incoming
goods. His clerk also kept the same list. Then these

lists were compared. Cehbez was also the person who



prepared the lists of monthly and yearly calculation

tables known as el-hatme and el-hatmettil camia.

6. Ceys Assembly: This assembly was responsible for
budgeting the wages of officers. Monthly and season-

end wages of officers were given by this assembly.

7. Tafsil Assembly: This assembly kept the accounting
of revenues brought to the center by governors from
provinces. Producers’ and state’s rights were defined
by this office. This was done by comparing accounts
in the register. If there was any controversy, it was

found out.

8. Meclisitil-Asl: It was responsible for the
coordination of units. All the detailed information
about the taxable lands in provinces were kept by this
assembly. If there was any dispute between the
governors and farmers about taxes, the problem was

solved by checking the registers.

Divanun-Nafakat** was only responsible for the
expenditures of caliphate centre and all the demands from
Mecca-Medina and roads connecting to the caliphate centre
were met. Also salaries of the officers linked to the central

were by this assembly#>.

44 It was also named as Divanul Hasiye. Aykag, ibid., p. 145.
45 Aykag, ibid., p. 145.
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Divaniizzimam was responsible for controlling and
auditing the incomes and expenditures of the state. In other
words every decision which might influence the financial
balance was recorded, determined and audited*¢. Divan-
Tevki was the divan which was keeping the accounts of
leaders and governors. Divant Bir was established for
administering the estates and properties of the foundations.
Divan-i cevali*’, Divaniil hatem and Divanli-l mal were
responsible for the payments of the state. Divanu-l
Beytilmal was responsible for the properties of the state
and their incomes and expenditures. Beytiilmal also meant
the treasure of the state. Divan-ii dari’d- darb was
responsible for issuing money. Apart from these divans,
there were also some special and temporary demands
divans. Divan-il musaderin*® was established for
confiscated revenues, divanul iktatl vizera @ for
administration of fiefs and divanti miurteciat for other

occasions?9.

Divans related to fiscal issues were running the
financial affairs of the state among themselves. Taxes were
collected by governors in provinces and sent to Beytiilmal or

the treasure. Ibni Haldun in his Mukaddime under the title

46 Aykac, ibid., p. 67.

47 It was founded by Ali Bin Isa, minister of Abbasid Caliph
Muktedirbillah (908-932). Uzuncarsili, ibid. p. 11.

48 Mehmet Ali Unal, Osmanli Devri Uzerine Makaleler Arastirmalar,
Kardelen Kitabevi, Isparta, 1999, p. 2; Also see, Aykag, ibid., p. 21.

49 Mustafa Demirci, “Ikta”, IA, C. 22, TDVY, Istanbul, 2000, p. 44.
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of Accounting and Tax Divan mentions that this post was
necessary for the property. Tax transactions and collection,
keeping the state under protection from the point of
incomes and expenditures were among the responsibilities
of the sultan. All these subjects were recorded to a book
which showed details of income and expenditure. This duty
could be done only by professionals. This book was called
as “divan” where the place for these affairs was also called
as “divan”. From time to time a separate minister was

assigned for monitoring every kind of accounting issues>0.

Apart from these institutions, it is necessary to
mention that there was a postal service, police and military

units.

241. Taxes in Abbasids

Abbasids who ended the Umayyads passed through a hard
takeover period. While there were wars in the destruction
era of Umayyads and rise of Abbasids, records containing

tax and land registers were lost. Also tax rates, land

50 When Kisra saw the clerks making calculations on their own, he
called them “divane” (the one who speaks to himself) in Persian. For this
reason, Ibni Haldun mentions that the place where the clerks worked
was named as divan. “Later on, accounting books were transferred
there”. It is also mentioned that for their fast accounting and
calculation ability, the origin of one of the names of satan, “div’, was
used as the source of the divan. ibni Haldun, Mukaddime, Dergah
Yayinlari prepared by Stileyman Uludag, , p. 636-637.
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registers and population records which were necessary for

accounting were destroyed>1.

It was necessary to define and put the taxes in order
because of drought and famine. There was no control in

fiscal system. Tax and land reformation was necessary>2.

Caliph Mansur ordered to measure and count the lands,
people, animals and trees in the related regions. The aim
was to lighten the burden of taxpayers. Tax evasion would
be found out and a fair tax distribution would be made. But
after the calculations, wunregistered lands caused an
increase in taxes. Briefly, during land measurements and
tax imposition there was no reduction but some extra taxes

were imposed>3.

From time to time, some irregularities were made by
officers during land measurements and tax impositions.
Measurements were sometimes overstated. This reflected to
the public as a tax increase. Natural disasters, floods,
droughts, famines and frosts during the reign of Caliph
Mansur in Cezire were causing the public not to fulfill their

tax duties properly>*. Thereupon a fair taxing system was

51 Mustafa Demirci, “Abbasiler Devrinde Yukari Mezapotamyada (Cezire)
Koyl Hareketleri” Akademik Arastirmalar Dergisi, May-July 2006,
Issue 29, Maestro Yayincilik, Istanbul, 2006, p. 3-4.

52 Demirci, ibid., p. 3-4.

53 Demirci, ibid., p. 3-4.

54 When the farmers were banned to pay their taxes ocularly, they took
money from usurers and this made them poorer. When their situation
got worse and could not pay taxes, they started to immigrate. Governor
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aimed with the introduction of extensive ownership rights to
peasants. Instead of a constant quantity, a definite

proportion was taken from the crops®s.

Main incomes of Abbasids were made of zekat,
pillages, customary taxes, harac, jizya, 6sur>e, fey>?’. These
incomes were spent for military necessities, transportation
facilities such as roads and bridges, irrigation facilities and

also for the salaries of caliph, vizier and other statesmen?®8.

It is necessary here to give information about tax

types for presenting the records of state accounting.

Harac: It was a tax taken from lands. It was either collected
as money or crop. This tax is known to be taken from the
conquered lands. For this reason, before collecting the
taxes, salaries of soldiers and officials were paid, necessary
preparations for wars were made and transportation

facilities like roads and channels were built and the

Musa bin Musab, assigned by caliph Mansur, took some measures such
as lowering taxes for these farmers and had some enforcements for
them. For more information see Mustafa Demirci; “Abbasiler Devrinde
Yukar1 Mezapotamyada (Cezire) Koyli Hareketleri” Akademik
Arastirmalar Dergisi, May-July 2006, Issue 29, Maestro Yay, Istanbul,
2006, p. 3-4.

55 Yildiz, ibid., p. 46.

56 Yildiz, ibid., p. 46.

57 Fey means “to turn back, to change shape”. It can be explained by the
taxes taken from non-muslims turned back to Muslims. It is also the
general name for jizya, harac¢, and commercial goods taxes. Form more
information see Mustafa Fayda; “Fey”, IA, C. 12, TDVY, Istanbul, 1995,
p. 511.

58 Yildiz, ibid., p. 48.

33



remaining tax was sent the treasury in Baghdat>®. This

required separate keeping of tax records in two places. One

this records had to be done in the region where the tax was

collected and other in the center.

Ibni Haldun gives an income table® from the time of

Memun (813-833) as below:

Name of | Income received in | Received assets

the region | dirham

Sevad 27.800.000 | 200 clothes made of Ve
necran and 240 ratil
tayn-1 mahtum

Kesker 11.600.000

Tigris 20.800.000

nevahisi

Hulvan 4.800.000

Ehvaz 25.000.000 | 30.000 ratil sugar

Persia 27.000.000 | 30.000 bottles rosewater
and 20.000 ratil olive oil

Kirman 4.200.000 | 500 pieces siyab-1 nefise
from Yemen fabric and
20.000 ratil date

Mukran 400.000

Sind ve 11.500.000 | 150 ratil Gd-u turkey

tevabii

Sicistan 4.000.000 | Ve muayyen elbiseden

Horasan 28.000.000 | 2000 bars of silver and
4000 horses and 1000
slaves, 20.000 kita fabric
and 30.000 ratil ehlili¢

Curcan 12.000.000 | 1000 sheaf silk

59 Zeydan, ibid., p. 84.
60 Zeydan, ibid., p. 84.
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Kumis 1.500.000 | 1000 bars of silver

Taberistan 6.300.000 | 600 kita taberiye linen

Ruyan ve and 200 kisve and 500

demanevd clothes and 3000
destimal ve 3000 camei
hamam

Rey 12.000.000 | 20.000 ratil honey

Hemedan 11.300.000 | 1000 ratil remanini rebi
ve 12.000 ratil honey

Mah’al 10.700.000

Basra ve’l

kuafe

Masebezan 4.000.000

Ruyan

Sehrizor 6.700.000

Musul ve 24.000.000 | 20.000 ratil honey

tevabii

Azerbaijan 4.000.000

El cezire ve 34.000.000 | 1000 slaves and 12.000

tevabii olan
nevai-i Firat

tulum honey and 10

falcons 20 kisve

Ermeniye 13.000.000 | 20 kalice and 530 kita
striped colorful fabric and
10.000 ratil sur-u mahi
tesbihi ve 200 mules and
30 colts

Berka 1.000.000

Ifrikiye 13.000.000 | 120 rug

Total 1 318.600.000(dirhem)

Kinnesrin 400.000 | 1000 yuk oliveoil

Dimask 420.000

Jordan 97.000

Palestine 310.000 | 300.000 ratil oliveoil

Egypt 2.920.000

Yemen 370.000

Hejaz 300.000

Total 2 4.817.000(dinar)
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When we take the valuation into consideration and
take 1 dinar as 15 dirham, total 2, 4.817.000 dinars make
72.255.000 dirham. If we write the total in dirham

Total 1: 318.600.000
Total 2: 72.255.000
Final Total: 390.855.000

Goods and commodities with unestimated and
unknown value are not added to this total. With the goods
and commodities, we can estimate a total of 400 million
dirham. Corci Zeydan gave more examples apart from the

table of Ibni Haldun®!.

Harac taxes are seen in all the cultures of Middle
East. There were harac taxes in Persians and Ottomans.
But it is seen that they carried different meanings. With a
careful observation, it can be seen that provinces in east
paid harac in dirhem while western provinces paid in dinar.
This resulted from the abundance of silver mines in east

and gold mines in west62.

Cizye: This tax was taken from non-Muslims and the

source for it can be found in Koran®3. It was a tax taken

61 He gave some examples from the revenue tables recounted by
Kudame Bin Cafer covering the time of Mutasim and revenue tables of
ibni Hurdazbih and compared these three tables. He made some
corrections. Zeydan, ibid., p. 103.

62 Zeydan, ibid., p. 93-97.

63 Tevbe Sure, 9/29.
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from rational and free men. Kids, women, lunatics and

slaves didn’t pay it64.

This tax can be seen in Ottomans for centuries. The
basis for this tax is that non-Muslims were not asked for
military service and they were under the protection of the
state. The necessity for recording this tax lies in following
the individual taxes taken from non-Muslims. Also
determining who will pay how much for the following years
according to the accruement principle increased the
importance of records. This case required the accounting
records to be in details. It is also necessary to mention that

cizye was taken in cash.

Osiir: Ostir means one tenth65, and it is divided into two as

Akariyye (usurii’l ard) and ticariyye (usurti’t-ticare).

Akariyye (usirii’l ard): was a tax of one tenths taken from
every type of crops. Ticariyye’ye (usturii’t-ticare) was also
known as customs tax. It was taken from Muslim
tradesmen going to foreign countries and from foreign
tradesmen coming to the country. It is understood that it
was generally taken as five percent of the incoming or

outgoing goods. Although it means as 1/20, it was not

64 Aykac, ibid., p. 102.

65 Ferit Devellioglu, Osmanlica Tiirkce Ansiklopedik Liigat, Aydin
Kitabevi, Ankara, 1993, p. 851.

66 However Islam judicials had different apprehensions about taxing
which crops. For example, while Hanefis say that every plant can be
taxed, Safis say long lasting crops and basic foodstuffs can be taxed.
Mehmet Aykag, ibid., p.112.
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always taken accordingly. Sometimes different rates could
be taken. It is stated that Zimnis paid 1/20 and Muslims
1/40. But if the goods of the tradesman did not exceed a
fixed amount, he didn't have to pay 6sUr®’. This tax was
always useful for the states. It is also necessary to mention
that it was an easy tax to be collected, traced and recorded
because it was taken from certain points in the country.
Watch towers to the transportation points of the cities and
both banks rivers were built and asirs stood guard there.
Asirs took tax according to the circumstance of the
trespassers. These watch towers and tax®® were also known

as “Merdsid”®”.

Zekat and Sadaka: While the non-Muslims were paying
jizya, Muslims were paying taxes under the name of zekat.
Zekat can be based on Koran70. It is a process of “taking
from the people who are evaluated as rich by the religion as
a certain portion of their properties for spending specific
purposes in the name of Allah”. Zekat, which is evaluated
as a religious duty and a symbol of financial prayer, can be

found in Koran, holy book of Muslims and in hadiths.

67 Aykac, ibid., p.112.

68 Aykac, ibid., p.114.

69 Mehmet Aykac points out that on 115. Page of the mentioned book,
for observation places “measir” was used with its arabic translation. But
the word written in arabic was “madsir” which means “communities,
congregations”. See Devellioglu; ibid. p. 557, for “observation towers”
and for places where taxes were collected look “merasid” in Devellioglu;
ibid., p. 618.

70 Kuran-1 Kerim, Tevbe Sure 9/103.
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Sadaka was first used in the meaning of zekat in Koran and
Sunna, but in the following year it became to mean as

“voluntary payments”’1.

Zekat is understood to be taken from wealth and
generally as one fortieth of properties. Basis for the tax was
defined as gold, silver, animals, commercial properties,
crops. It is difficult to assess and keep the records of the
tax. But keeping the records of collected taxes is necessary.
This tax practiced by Abbasids is understood to be a type of
conscription of wealth but Ottomans were not generally

interested with it72,

Miikds: It means internal and external customs tax and
also is plural of meks which means excessive tax. It is made
of “duhuliye” taxes collected by local authorities from the
incoming commodities at borders, city entrances, docks,
bridges, mountain passways, wires or bazaars. In Abbasids
time, collecting meks tax was common. It was said that
meks taxes which were cancelled for saving the public from
the burden of heavy taxes reached 500.000 dinars.
Repetition of these taxes also appeared in the falling period

of Abbasids dynasty73.

71 Mehmet Erkal, “Zekat” ilmihal, C.1, ISAM, Ist. 2000, p. 423-425.

72 Tevbe Suresi 9/103. Also see Aykac, ibid., p. 117.

73 In the Islamic world bac, tamga, duty terms were used as a synonym
of meks. See Cengiz Kallek; “Meks” IA, C. 28, TDVY, Ankara, 2003, p.
583-588.
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Memlehalar and fish: It was taken from the salt mines

and fishing areas.
Merdkib-i bahriye dsaru It was taken from sea vehicles.

Madenler Humsu: Humus means one fifth of the share
from of spoil and goods which fall into this classification. In
other words it is the one fifth share of the state from the
booties. Humus which is kept in narrow borders in Sunni
fikh, gets importance and institutionalization in Sheria
fikh74. According to Sheria fikh, minerals are another
source of humus along with the booties. Every kind of
natural source which may be useful for people are counted

as humus7s.

Presents sent to the Palace: From 912 on, along with
hara¢ and other taxes, personal presents were sent to the

palace.

Spoil: Every kind of goods and articles acquired during the
wars are counted as spoil. Their records are important.
Because their distribution among soldiers, and soldiers'
spoil perception as their share for their fighting is the case.

It was necessary to keep the records and accounting of spoil

74 H.Yunus Apaydin, “Humus” IA, C. 18, TDVY, Istanbul, 1998, p. 365-
369.

75 There are 7 classifications of goods which fall in Humus. These are
booties, reduntants of yearly incomes, properties whose owners are
unknown, sea products, properties passed to foundations, haram goods
mixed with helals and finally minerals. For more information see
Mustafa Oz; “Humus” (Siada Humus), IA, C. 18, TDVY, Istanbul, 1998,
p. 369-370
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in terms of military operations. This kind of asset is not

only seen in Middle East, but also in the world.

Fey: Fey, which can be described as the common name for
jizya, harag, and trade goods tax taken from non-Muslims,
is different from spoil in its acquisition form. Spoil was
taken through wars while fey was taken through

agreements’e.

Annexation revenues: Although it was not a common and
continuous revenue, it was acquired by capturing illegal
acquisitions. Annexation process which started in the time
of hilefa-i rashid and continued in Umayyads, became
institutionalized in the time of Abbasids with the name of
divanil musadere. The reason for annexing properties of
officials by caliphs was: to overcome difficulties and hard
times and to meet the needs of soldiers by suspecting over

acquisition of such people?”.

Along with other improvements in their reign of five
hundred years, Abbasids made improvement in the field of

taxing and divided the abovementioned taxes into three.

The first one of these is named as accounting method
and defines collecting taxes in cash or crop. The second one
is mukaseme method which means collecting a definite

percentage of taxing crops. The third one is mukataa

76 Aykac, ibid., p. 96.
77 Caliph Mutasim confiscated 40.000.000 (40 million dirhem) of Fazl b.
Mervan. Aykag, ibid., p. 67.
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method which finds broad application in Ottomans. It
means renting lands of state for a certain price to certain
people. In Ottomans mukataa method was not used in this
sense but for renting state institutions such as customs

and salt marshes.

Accounting records found by historians include
state’s yearly revenues and expenditures. It was necessary
to divide the possessed lands into provinces to make the
income records of the state. In this respect today’s Iraq was
known as Sevad district or province, Basra and its north as
Bataih which meant marsh. Iran was known as Persia

district and Egypt as Egypt district.

Incomes of the state not only consisted of money, but
also cloth, dress, sugar, rosewater, oliveoil, honey, date,
bars of silver, silk, horse, mule, agricultural products,

precious minerals, industrial products and cattle?s.

Apart from the cash income records, payments made
with goods are recorded with their names and quantity. For
example in the time of first Abbasids caliph Saffah, “four
shirts, five trousers, four head and neck shawl, clothes
made of silk and mohair” were recorded to his section?°.

But in the following times, collected goods were started to

78 For example 27.000.000 dirhem and 30.000 bottles rosewater and
20.000 ratil oliveoile was collected from Persian province. Corci Zeydan,;
ibid., p. 94

79 Corci Zeydan, Islam Medeniyeti Tarihi, Volume II. Translation: Zeki
Megamiz, Uc Dal Nesriyat, istanbul, 1966.
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be recorded with their values and in financial records they

were not recorded in quantities.

In the yearly income records of the state, harac of a
province was sometimes recorded as total revenue and
sometimes with the name of tax. Recording under the name
of hara¢c were taxes generally taken from distant provinces.
Taxes were collected by governors who were the

representatives of the state.

Currency unit was Dinar and Dirhem. 13 (15 in later

times) Dirham were calculated as one Dinar.

Expenditures: Samples for the expenditures of the state
are not as many as income samples. Daily expenditure
records of year 279 Muslim calendar (892 AD) were found.
According to these records, salaries were the chief
expenditures of the state. Officials who received salary were
duty chiefs, valets, internal chiefs, cavaliers, distinguished
soldiers, 17 types of palace clerks (for example muezzin,
astrologer, standard bearer, clown, drummer etc.),
constabulary soldiers in Baghdat, mamelukes, cooks, vizier,
grand clerks, divan chiefs, treasury officers, imams,
tekbirhans, etc. Apart from these officials, expenditures of
cloth, bakery, beverage, water carriers, tailor, buttonman,
smith, leatherman, paperman, basket maker, carpenter,
fabrics were recorded. Also, some different military aimed

expenditures can be found.
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Expenditures were recorded in details and daily
expenditures were calculated in groups and these

expenditures were grouped into thirty groups.

25. Accounting Records in Abbasids

Accounting records of Abbasids reached to a point which
was higher than previous Islam states. Before Islam,
accounting records were kept in different languages. Koptish
in Egypt, Persian in Iraq, Romaic (Greek) in Syria and its

territories?8o.

In the time of first four caliphs (Hulefay-1 Rashid) an
enormous progress took place and the necessity to keep
state’s financial records raised. In the regions which were
under the domain of Arabs, in the time of Umayyads, with the
order of Haccac 700 financial expert translated accounting

system into Arabic8!.

An institutionalization and specialization in the field

of accounting became necessary when the importance of

80 In Egypt and Syria, Syrians made accounting a proficiency of their
class There were no accounting professionals knowing Arabic.
Umayyad caliph Abdulmelik B. Mervan posited Arabic in these
accounting books in 700. Irak governor Haccac asked his account
official Salih b. Abdurrahman of Sistan, student of Persian account
specialist Ferruh, from pehlevi to Arabic. Christian Romaic Syrian
accountants were unemployed for this situation. These books were
translated to Arabic in Egypt in 706, and in Khorassan in 742. Said
Ozturk, ibid., p. 24; Ismail Otar; Muhasebede Siyakat Rakamlari,
Lebib Yalkin Yayinlari, Istanbul, 1991, p. 12-13.

81 Otar, ibid., p. 12-13.
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keeping records became clear82. The first information about
the books used in the central administration are given in
Mefatihul Ulum by Muhammed bin Ahmed el Harizmi in the
Xth century. According to the information given by Nejat
Goyung, although the information given in this book relates
to Samanis, it was an accepted and used book in the Islam
world of that time. The books were divided into two as fiscal

and military. The fiscal ones are:

Kantini’l-harac, which used for recording the

incomes of the state,

Ceridetil Harag¢, which is used for recording the

zekats taken from the proprietors in alphabetical order®3.

Cerudetin-nafakat, which is wused for recording
state's central expenses made by divan-1 nafaka in

alphabetical order8+.

Ceridetul-Mal, was the record book kept by divantl

mal about collecting and giving out zekats®>.

Ceridetil Muisaderin, was a book recorded by divan-i
musadere. In this books, records of confiscated goods from

the officials who abused their duties or gained pelfs6.

82 Omer Abdullah Zaid; “Were Islamic Records Precursors To
Accounting Books Based On The italian Method?” p. 73-90.
83 Zaid, ibid., p. 80.

84 Zaid, ibid., p. 81.

85 Zaid, ibid., p. 81.

86 Zaid, ibid., p. 81.
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Defter’iil Yevmiye was a book in which daily
expenditures were recorded. There were procedures for
filling this book?87.

Defter-i  Tevcihat, was for recording budget

expendituresss.

Defter-i Tahvilat, was the book for keeping revenues
transferred from provinces to the centre. Central
government had a separate budget for every province. This

book was the ground for these budgets8°.
Avarec Saysi was the book in which debts were kept,

Riuznamce was the book in which daily incomes and

expenditures were transferred,

el-Hatmeti'l Camia was a detailed final report for

yearly incomes and expenditures.

Hatme (Al-Khitmah), was used for showing monthly
income and expenditure balances and totals. It might be

prepared at the end of each fiscal year9°.

Te’ric, it was the cash statement in which documents

related to payments were kept.

Ariza, showed the difference between actual amount

and transaction amount in columns.

87 Zaid, ibid., p. 81.
88 Zaid, ibid., p. 82.
89 Zaid, ibid., p. 83.
% Zaid, ibid., p. 83.
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Berae was the book in which documents to the taxpayers

were recorded. Tax bills.

El-muvdfaka ve’l-cemaa, was the public account book.

They are acquittance accounts®!.

el-Ceridetii’s-sevdd’, showed the bloodlines, origins,

physical conditions and payments of the soldiers,

Rec’a was the account book of soldiers in the

provinces,

er-Rec’atti’l-Camia, was the general account book

prepared by military accountant.

It is not possible to see all of these abovementioned
books in Abbasids. But Nejat Goéylnc¢ transfers from
Harizmi that some of these books were used in the time of
Abbasids?2. When the account records of Abbasids in 892
and 918 are inspected, the usage of a different account
system can be seen. But the available data shows that there
was a recording culture which can make these records
possible?3. 5 lists about the incomes of Baghdat treasury in

the time of Abbasids are noticed. These are

91 A, Mez, “Orta Zaman Turk Islam Dtinyasinda Maliye”, Ulkii, Ikinci
Kanun 1937, S. 47, p. 384-385, Also see Nejat Goyting: “Defter”, 1A, C.
9, TDVY, Istanbul, 1994, p. 88.

92 Nejat Goéyting, “Defter”, IA, C. 9, TDVY, Istanbul, 1994, p. 88.

93 Zeydan, ibid., p. 89.
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1. Documents given by Ibni Haldun (808 H/ 1406 AD)
in his mukaddime are based on 158-170 Muslim calendar

years.

2.  Kudame bin Ca’fer®* (H.204/M.818) (Kitabui-1

Harac). Kudame’s documents belong to 204-207 H years®5.

3. Ibni Hurdazbih (H.300/M.913) (el-Mesalik ve’l-
Memalik). This list of Hurdazbih belongs to 204-237 H

years.

4. Ali b. Isa (306 H/ 918 AD) was the vizier of El-
Muktedir Billah Cafer, an Abbasid caliph. The document
found in Vassaf chronicle caught the attention of Yusuf von
Hammer but couldn’t be studied because it was written in

divan literature. A.Von Kramer studied it in details%®.

5. Cehsiyari® (331H/943 AD) (Kitabii’'l-Viizera’ve’l-

kiittab). Kremer named this list as “the most reliable tax list

94 He was a divan clerk in Abbasids State with his outstandin books on
public accounting. He presented his mentioned book to Vizier Ali b. Isa
(320/932), Cengiz Kallek, “Kudame b. Cafer” 1A, C.26, TDVY, Ank.
2002, p. 311.

95 Kudame bin Ca’fer, El-Harac, Istanbul Képrilii Kiittiphanesi no.
1076, varak 622-63 This document can be seen in our work.

% Kremer mentions that more information about this list is given in
“Halifelerin Yonetimindeki Dogunun Kulttir Tarihi,” C.1. p. 267. Von
Kremer, ibid., p. 1; Selahattin Elker; Divan Rakamlari, TTK, Ankara,
1953, p. 20.

* Cehsiyari (331/943), Ebu Abdillah Muhammed b. Abdus b. Abdillah
el-Cehsiyari is a Abbasid state official. His Kitabti’l-Viizerd’ve’l-kiittab is
famous. It is accepted as the most comprehensive and oldest about the
institutions of Abbasids. For more information see Mustafa Fayda,
“Cehsiyari”, IA, C.7, TDVY, Istanbul, 1993, p. 236.
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we have"97. This list covers the year of 170 H (786 AD).
There are several reasons why only five documents are used
for Abbasid period. Corci Zeydan relates its reason to
historians’ interest in “conquests, battles and statements

about the situation”98.

The responsibility of keeping the records of yearly
income and expenditures was vizier's duty, who was the
highest ranking official parallel to a prime minister after the
Dynasty. He was called the vizier of Muktedir. Vizier was
preparing the yearly incomes and expenditures of the state
under his control, these records were discussed in the divan
and finally after the approval of caliph they became

effective. Here divan was similar to the cabinet.

But there was not much information about the
accountants who were responsible for records. Since the
records were kept under vizier's responsibility, it is
understood that there were different divans which dealt
with recording and keeping documents under the Divan.

There were accountants working for these divans. They are

97 Cehsiyari was an official serving Abbasid caliphs. This mentioned
document, a copy of the records of the treasury, was prepared for giving
information to Yahya bin Halid, minister of the time. Kremer published
this document in one of his essays. A. Freiherrn Von Kremer, Yeni
Bulunan Bir Belgeye Gore Harun El Resid’in Yonetimindeki
Hiikiimetin Gelirler Biitcesi, Alfred Hoélder Saray Ve Universite
Kitapcisi, Viyana 1887, p. 3.

98 Tables prepared by Ibni Haldun, Kudame, Ibni Hurdazbih were very
uncommon. Corci Zeydan mentions that he came across with them by
chance. Zeydan, ibid., p. 89.
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thought to be named as katip (clerk) in the time of
Abbasids. Because the word “katip” appears in divan

names.

According to the record samples we have, it is
understood that yearly incomes were first classified as
Sevad District or Persian District, then all the incomes of
the state were shown under a single accounting record.
Each region, district in other words, under the dominion
had its yearly incomes divided among its sub regions and
residential areas. Land renting incomes known as mukataa,
rents from other profit bringing places and customs

revenues were recorded with their types.

Administrational and political development level of
Abbasids made recording the collected taxes under

dominion and state expenses possible.

Records belonging to Abbasids which reached to this
day are state accounting as was in other middle east states.
This situation was a result of the statist economy

understanding of middle east states.

Abovementioned accounting records are the primitive
forms of Stairs method used by Ilkhanians 350-400 years
later. Stairs method will later be used by Ottomans in the
14th century and wused for state accounting with

developments until the end of the 19the century.

50



According to this, it is understood that an accounting
system emerged from the middle east was used first by an
Arab state, later by Illkhanians, a Mongol state, and finally
by Ottomans, a Turkish state, respectively in Arabia, Persia
and Anatolia from the 8th century until the end of 19th
century for 1100 years.

It is clearly seen that influence of writing systems,
first Arabic, later Persian and finally Ottoman language
were effective for this development process. All three writing
systems were written from right to the left, also articles
were separated from each other by stretching the last or one

of the letters in the middle of a word.

In these three periods, capital total was written first,
then the totals which made up this total were given. Also for
each record the subject of the record was written in details

at the beginning.

There was the same classification logic for the details
of the record. According to this logic, the subject of the

record was written than the sums were given.

Records belonging to these three periods were used
and developed for state accounting. Ottomans used this

system in their economical institutions.

The same numbers were used in these three periods
and usage ease of Arab numbers was effective in the

development of the system.
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The need for following yearly incomes and
expenditures for these three states was another

convenience.

The system rose according to the properties of Arab
letters. The efficiency of Arabic letters, which enabled
expressions beyond time, was effective in the development
of the system. The most important factors for the raise of
this system are the political, administrational and financial
organization structure of the state, following the revenues
by evaluating the previous year, the necessity for the Divan

to follow the incomes and expenditures of the state.

There are some accounting samples of Abbasids given
below. In this respect, accounting records are given in an
order. First of all siyakat writing of the record is given, then
its Arabic form, then its transcription, after that Turkish
expression and finally it is given in unified account form

which is also a valid system in our country.

250. Accounting Record Sample from Abbasid-1

The first page of the revenue table prepared by Ali bin Isa,
vizier of caliph Muktedir, in 306 Muslim calendar Year (918
AD) starts with

=Har f
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word”. Incomes received from the provinces are written
with siyakat numbers. The same “harf” word occurs in
Risale-i Felekkiye, Saadetname and Kanun-i Saadet'®.

Ismail Otar translated this word as "inventory".

A record sample from Abbasids is given below.

99 A. Von Kramer, “Einnahmebudget des Abbasiden Reiches” adli
kitaptan naklen Corci Zeydan, Medeniyet-i Islamiyye Tarihi, Terctime:
Zeki Megamiz, lkdam Matbaasi, Istanbul-1329 (1913), p. 120.

100 Bkz. Abdullah b. Muhammed b. Kiya Al-Mazenderani, Risale-i
Felekkiye, varak 21b, 222, 220, 23a; Felak Ala-y1 Tebrizi; Saadetname,
varak 352, 35b, 45b, 60P ve diger varaklar.
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Its siyakat form
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Its translation with Arabic letters;

57



58

12

15

11

14

10

13



18

21

24

17

20

23

16

19

22

59



60

27

30

33

26

29

32

25

28

31



36

39

35

38

34

37

61



62

42

45

41

44

40

43



48

50

47

49

46
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English Translation;

Letter

Sevad region and several provinces mentioned below

1 2 3
Revenues from Sevad and its | Bazirya and Kelvazi and | Anbar and Katrabbel and
provinces, together with the | Nehreyn Siidd
alms from West region in
Basira and revenues from | 166.283 dithem 198.313 dinar
marine vessels and other
articles in Basira
1.547.734 dinar
4 5 6
Nehriiseyr , Rimekan , Igaru | Kisi and Nehru Derkit Zab-1 A‘la (Yukar1 Zab) and
Yaktin , Cazer and | [Dervasat] Nehrii Kestaseb
Medinetiilatika

25.000 dinar
75.576 dinar 9.526 dinar
7 8 9
Felltice-i Ulya (Upper Felliice) | Fellice-i Siifla (Asag1 | Seyb-i A‘la (Yukart Seyb) ,
and Erha Felliice) , Nehreyn and | Stra , Babel , Hatarniye and

Ayniittemr Barisema-i  A‘la  (Upper
16.736 dinar Bartsema)

13.585 dinar 140.259 dinar
10 11 12
Nehriilmiilk , Marca , Nehru | BarGsema-i Esfel (Lower | Kife towns and cellars
Ciber , Esasan and Malikiyat Barlisema)

110.154 dinar

38.350 dinar 46.336 dinar
13 14 15
Almbhouses in Serre Men Ray Nehrii Bik and Deyr-i Esfel | Bezer Cesabur
33.350 dinar (Lower Deyr)

20,590 dinar 24.300 dinar
16 17 18
Rézanan Rostekbad Nehrevan-1  A‘la and
30.035 dinar 13.666 dinar Semetnay

46.480 dinar
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19
Nehrevan-1
Nehrevan)

Evsat (Central

40.327 dinar

20
Nehrevan-1
Nehrevan)

Esfel  (Lower

60.532 dinar

21
Sulh and Menazil
159.89 dinar

22
Badraya and Bakesaya
42.499 dinar

23

Vasit. The remaining after
unavoidable cost and revenues
from properties of the Sultan
and newly established farms
310.720 dinar

24
Basra and Dicle provinces

121.095 dinar

25 26 27
Revenues from marine vessels | Money gathered from Iltizims | Irrigation and tax revenues
in Basra and irrigation revenues from | from Behit
22.575 dinar rivers 80.250 dinar
42.750 dinar
28 29 30

Sheep markets in Bagdat,
Serre Men Ray, Vasit, Basra
and Kufe

16.975 dinar

Mints in Bagdat, Serre Men
Ray, Vasit, Basra ve Kufe
60.370 dinar

Jizyah revenue from Bagdat
16.000 dinar

31
Money paid to the Caliphate
from the revenues of property

32
Ahvaz towns. Iltizams of
Ibrahim bin Abdullah and

33
Revenues from Faris region
and Minis Hadim and other

taxes, forests and mukata’a | others estate owners

(land rents) 1.260.922 dinar 1.634.520 dinar

13.874 dinar

34 35 36

Revenues from estates of high | Revenues from estates of high | Revenues  from  Umman

ranked officials in this region
and taxes from marine vessels
258.000 dinar

ranked officials in Kirman.
(Grassland taxes, properties of
villages in deserts and amount
allocated by Minis Hadim
from his jewellery and vaults

are not included to this
account)
364.380 dinar

mukata. (Presents given to the
Caliphate are not included)

80.000 dinar

65




37
Tributes from Eastern

(east of Euphrates)
states and revenues
born from the

agreements with the
towns in this region as
emanet (deposit) and
iltizam taxes.
1.570.525 dirhemr

38

Tributes from Rey and
Demavend, tithe and ispenche
revenues (Amounts collected by
bn Davudan and Ahmed bin Ali
are not included)

465.078 dinar

39
The Sultan’s farms there
122.644 dinar

40 41 42
Kazvin , Zencan and | Kum Isfahan
Ebher Tithe.

Tithe Farms Tithes from the reagreements and
Tithe Farms Kurds and revenues from the
(Belonging to the | (Belonging to the Sultan) estates of the Sultan410.178 dinar
Sultan) 197.229 dinar 80.229
115.710 dinar 58.290 Farms of the Sultan

189.334 dinar

43 44 45
Mahu'l-Basra and | Hemedan Masebezan
fgarin

Tithe Farms Tithe Farms
Tithe 150.480 dinar (Belonging to | 57.746 (Belonging to
Farms the Sultan) the Sultan)

55.789 16.750 dinar

(Belonging to the
Sultan)
185.636dinar
267.520
46 47 48

Save and mints there
17.625 dinar

Mahul’l-Kafe.

Tithe revenue. (Previous farms,
farms taken again and lands
given for living are not
included)

105.678 dinar

The Sultan’s farms there

89.500 dinar

49
Hulvan.

Tithe revenues and revenues from the

Sultan’s farms there
30.015 dinar

50

226.370 dinar

Azerbaijan and Armenia revenues. (In accordance to
the amounts decided)
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251. Accounting Record Sample from Abbasids-2

Its form in siyakat writing;

—
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Its translation with Arabic letters;
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6 5 4
9 8 7
12 11 10
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15

14

13

16

17

71




20 19 18
23 22 21

72




25

24
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English Translation;

Letter

Taxes from public farms, tithes from provinces and taxes of military camps (Mukataas and
several capture revenues after subtracting from tithes taken by governors in accordance to rules
and special laws and taxes from the citizens of Cyprus are not included in this accounting)
Provinces in this region and their revenues are given below:

Total revenues of western region and its military camps 4.746.492 dinar

Detailed explanation

1

Egypt and Alexanderia.

After subtracting previous
taxes

290.773 dinar

Revenue from seizure of
properties  of  Mazerais,
revenues  from  markets,

revenues from exports
Several capture revenues
1.080.000 dinar

2
Phalestine military camp, after
subtracting taxes

Goods (cash) 80.750 dinar

230.647 dinar

3
Jordan military camp, after
subtracting taxes

Goods (cash) 40.460 dinar

102.062 dinar

4
Dimask military camp, after
subtracting taxes.

Goods (cash) 113.057 dinar

315.300 dinar

5
Humus military camp, after
subtracting taxes.

Goods (cash) 1.000.460 dinar

115.114 dinar

6
Kinnesnin and Avasim
military camps, after

subtracting taxes.
Goods (cash) 133.097 dinar

352.570 dinar

7
Deluk and Ra‘ban [Ra‘yéan]

15.750 dinar

8

Sugiir-1 Sam. Cash taken from
Katip Ahmed bin Hiiseyin by
agreement

52.985 dinar

9

Samsat, Hisn-1 Mansur and
Kisom, After the reductions
Mal (nakid) 5.397 dinar

10

Siimeysat and Malatya, after
subtracting taxes.

Goods (cash) 14.501 dinar

34.120 dinar

11
Amid. Expect Mukata‘a and
its taxes.

Goods (cash) 5.478 dinar
82.422 dinar

12
Erzen and Meyyafarikin, after
subtracting taxes.

Goods (cash) 56.750 dinar

82.422 dinar
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13
Diyaru Mudar (Mudar
Region)

Goods (cash)
257.225

14
Diyaru Rebi‘a .(Rebi‘a Region) ,
after subtracting taxes.

Goods (cash) 22.897

304.093 dinar

15

Musul , Mardin ,Behzera ve
Resatiku’l-Cebeliyye after
subtracting taxes.

Goods (cash) 17.750

492.430 dinar

16
Tariku’l-Furat
96.584 dinar

17
Total
[4.659.341]

Revenues of the properties of the
Sultan, foundations and other
properties
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18
Revenues gained from the
farms after the iltizam of Vasit

19

Properties belonging to the
Sultan. Properties in Vasit are
not included. Because these

20
Hit and its branches, Seker
villages are not included.

289.036 dinar are added to the public | Iber Ahvar
properties and mixed with | (coast taxes) (marsh
them. revenues)

8.240 dinar 5.262 dinar
Iber Ahvar
(coast taxes) (Marsh revenues) | west east
185.411 dinar  116.120 dinar | 58.450 dinar 62.200 dinar
east west
72.666 dinar  104.700 dinar

21 22 23

Farms belonging to Abbasid | Foundations of Mescids. The | Euphrates farms

dynasty.. ones in Vasit are not included | 617.126

Farms except Vasit towns
east west iber Ahvar

144.760 dinar 22.869 dinar 22.760 dinar | (coast taxes) (Marsh revenues)

170,326 dinar 129.724
iber Ahvar dinar

(coast taxes) (Marsh revenues)

14.732 dinar 14.246 dinar Faris east

east west 97.336 dinar 95.278 dinar

30.672 dinar 75.116 dinar west

114.225 dinar

24

Revenues of several farms of
Three hundred three (AD 918-
919)

100.318 dinar

25

Vaults and jewellery
revenues. Main properties and
the Money collected by
governors and the amount
given by Minis Hadim in
Faris region and iltizam of
Vasit.

76.980 dinar
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3. ACCOUNTING PRACTICES IN ILKHANIANS
30. General Information

[Ikhanians State (1256-1353) was established by Mongol
dynasty settled in Iranl®l. It was one of the states which
emerged after the death of Genghis Khan. It was a state
founded by Hulagu Khan (1258) who was sent to the west
by Genghis Khan’s son Mengu named as Great Khan after
ascending to the throne after his father’s deathl102. The
rulers at first used "llkhan" word to stress their eastern
origin and to show their devotion to Great Mongol Khan in
central Asia. After the approval of Islam, which falls at the
end of XIII. century, they started to use “Han” word!0s.
[Ikhanians are accepted as a Persian state which was
established in the lands of Sassanid Empire and covered
Transjordan. The reason for this based on their assimilation
by the Persian culture. Hulagu, an Ilkhanian leader,
married with a Christian woman to gain support from the
Christians. This resulted in good relations with the
Christian west. Later on, Hulagu’s son Abaka (1265-1282)

took his father’s placel94.

101 Oktay Guivemli, Muhasebe Tarihi-I, 2. Baski, Istanbul: Suryay
Stirekli Yayinlar A.S., Istanbul Yeminli Mali Musavirler Odasi Yayini,
Nisan 2000, p. 212.

102 Grolier International Americana Ansiklopedisi, istanbul: Grolier
Incorporated-Medya Holding A.S. Yayinlari, Cilt 7, p. 343.

103 Guvemli, ibid., p. 212.

104 Berthold Spuler, “Ilhanlilar”, IA, C. 5 MEB, Eskisehir, 1997, p. 967.
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IIkhanian Rulers

Hulegii (1256-1265), Abaka (1265-1282), Ahmad Teguder (1282-
1284), Argun (1284-1291), Gaykhatu (1291-1295), Baydu (1295),
Mahmud Gazan (1295-1304), Muhammed Khodabandeh (Olcayto)
(1304-1316), Abu Sa'id Bahadir (1316-1335), Arpa Ke'ln (1335-
1336)105

31. Siyakat Writing System in Ilkhanians

The need to communicate rose when the people started to
live together and their intelligences grow. Naturally, at first
they tried to cover this need by hand, finger signs and
strange voices. Later languages started to develop in
different regions. This language era is called verbal
communication era. History is started with the expressive
era when the mankind wanted to transfer his knowledge,
capability and even music information to relatives and
distant people. It is known that this era reaches 6000-7000
years ago from the present. It is a known fact that mankind
wanted to transfer his knowledge on several subjects by
making pictures on stones, clay, leather, woods or papyrus

and these are accepted as the first writing samples106,

The first writing system developed in Egypt is

“hieroglyph”. This writing was inscribed on monument

105 Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilkhanate,
retrieved on 17. 04. 2007

106 H. Sabahattin Payzin, Tarihte Dil, Yazi, Bilim ve Toplum, izmir:
Dogruluk Matbaacilik, 1992, p. 1.
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(either to right or left). But for its impracticality, another
type of writing, “hierotics” which was practical for writing on
leather or papyrus developed. In Southern Arabia
“Himyaric” was developed and was transferred to India. It is
also known that Sumerians in the Mesopotamia were the
first to develop a writing system called cuneiform. In the
same region, “Aramaic” developed from this writing (which
will turn into Syrian later). Phoenicians developed Hieratic
writing into ABC. Israelites influenced from this writing
system and developed “Hebraic” which was peculiar to
them. In the same period, a syllable based writing system
developed in China. Japanese writing were also products it.
It is understood that Brahman writing in India was
developed from the Himyaric system in South Arabia.
Westerners mention that their Phoenician originated writing
systems developed from Egyptian hieroglyphs and its

derivative hierotics107.

It is important for our subject to understand the

history of Siyakat writing.

Siyakat is an official writing system used in Revenue,
Treasury and Foundation offices. It was first used by
Abbasids in Iraq. It is known that it came to Anatolia in the
age of Seljuks. But it is accepted that it came through Iran.

It was Taci-zade Cafer Celebi of Amasya who translated

107 Payzin, ibid., p. 2-3.
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regular record books into siyakat in 910s. Seljuks had the
Siyakat but they used it in a different form. It was
transferred from Seljuks to Ottomans in a different form.
But Husam and Cafer Celebi had an important role in

reforming and correction of it108.

The real name of siyakat numbers was Erkam-1
Divaniye but since they were used with siyakat writing, they
were named as siyakat numbers. Their usage with Persian
signed procedure records show that they were transferred to
Anatolia from Persia. Precise invasion and the foundation of
Seljukian State were the results of the conquest of Anatolia
with Malazgirt victory in the XI.th century and it is also
accepted as the entrance date of Divan numbers into

Anatolial©9,

Siyakat is a name of one the old writings. It was used
especially for official and financial affairs. An expert can
overcome the shortness in official books and papers,
difficulty in understanding. It is fast to write and occupies a
little space because it is written in thin, intricate, dotless
and straight letters. Apart from easy legibility, it has some
features which can be only read by experts. There are long
lined forms and also some forms written with short figures.

Some letters in a line have extended forms. There are

108 Diindar Glinday, Arsiv Belgelerinde Siyakat Yazisi1 Ozellikleri ve
Divan Rakamlari, Ankara: TTK Kurumu Yayinlar1 VII. Dizi, number:
572, 1989, p. 1.

109 Gtinday, ibid., p. 1.
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o/
almost no dots in Siyakat alphabet. Only C ( t ), P( "

O

and S ( ) have dots. Sometimes (- ) or | - ) were

)

used instead of N ( O ). There are dotted letters in Siyakat.
But generally they were abandoned and comprehension was
left to the knowledge, capability and information about
Ottoman culture of the reader. But it must be remembered
that the individuals have their personal characteristics
about writing. It is also known that every era has its own

stylel10,

Siyakat is derivated from Arabic words “siyak” and
“savk”. Savk means herding, leading, walking, following
animals. Siyakat was previously the name of dotless,
shortened stenographic writing which was used for
accounting, but in time it became identical with numbers
and later accounting. Such that, it was used even as the
name of books: "Sems us-siyak = Sun of Accounting", “Bahr
us-Siyak = Sea of Accounting”, “Kitab us-Siyaka=
Accounting Book”111,

Numbers also occupy an important place in Siyakat.

The usage of Roman letters as numbers and presence of no

such number as zero (0) was creating difficulty and record

110 Gtinday, ibid., p. 2.
111 {smail Otar, Muhasebede Siyakat Rakamlari, istanbul: Lebib Yalkin
Yayimlar1 ve Basim Isleri A.S., 1991, p. 13-14.
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lines were covering a vast amount of space. But in Siyakat,
the numbers were covering little space and it was possible
to write all numbers. Table 1 below shows the

representations of Roman numbers!!2.

Table-1. Roman Numbers and Sample Representations

1 I 10 X 500 D
2 II 19  XIX 600 DC
3 III 20 XX 1.000 M
4 v 40 XL 4.000 MV
5 \Y 50 L 5.000 Vv
6 VI 60 LX 10.000 X
7 VII 90 XC 20.000 XX
8 VIII 100 C 100.000 C
9 IX 400 CD 1.000.000 M

In our time these numbers are only used in monumental
and historic works. With these letter-numbers, numbers
such as 99 and 1990 become “99 = XCIX” and “1990 =
MCMXC”.

We think that it will be beneficial if we look at the
number structures used in the history before continuing
with the numbers used in Risale-i Felekkiye. The below
given table shows the representations of numbers in old

cultures!13,

112 Otar, ibid., p.7.
113 Otar, ibid., p. 9.
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Table-2. Number representations from some cultures

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
n nan non nnn A
N nn nnn ﬂﬂn nnﬂnﬂ DHH nﬂn ﬂr{hﬂ HH%

[0 rer B W o B ae
LA .8 Rl
5 s e T At Rt D il

® GO OCC RO == &5 G &8 MB8 =

The first line in Table-2 shows the numbers used in

Egypt, second line Sumer, third line Hittites, fourth line
China and Japan and fifth line Maya.
Representations of numbers in Risale-i Felekkiye

(Kitab-tis Siyakat) are given in Table-3114.

114 Otar, ibid., p. 11.
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Table-3. Representations of numbers in Risale-i Felekkiye

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
L R B S R G B S

Zero is shown both as a ring (o) and as a dot (-).

The below given Table-4 shows the representations of
tens, hundreds and thousands and some sample numbers
from Risale-i Felekkiyell5. This topic will be dealt in details

in the following sections, so only a representation is given

here.
Table-4. Samples from Risale-i Felekkiye
10 lo 100 Lia 1000 by 111 i
20 Vo 200 s 2000 Eois 2220 YYYe

0 Po 0 g, 0 P o s PP
40 Mo 400 ¥, 4000 2 4321 dddl

50 o 500 S 5000 s 5210 §Vle
60 A 600 Y., 6000 e 6543 qopr

70 Ue 700 Vs 7000  Jees 7654 LyepF
80 A 800 A 8000 Aewes 875 AVYE

90 q, 900 9o 9000 Qi 78 isomdlig

It can be seen from Table 4 that both a ring (o) and a

dot (-) were used for zero.

115 Otar, ibid., p. 12.
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32. Rules and Signs in Accounting books of

Ilkhanians

In this section, accounting rules and signs set by high
ranked clerks according to their use and place will be

studied.

1. Name of the Account (Sadr-iil-Hesab and Ummii-
iil-Hesab)

This is in fact written to the title of the account to show
what the account (or the article) stands for. The account
titles in the modern daybooks and general ledgers are used

for the same purpose.
2. Date

It is used for determining the date. It is written after the
title of the account (article). It shows when the record was
written. Dates in the modern daybooks and general ledgers

are used for the same purpose.
3. Control Sign (Caize)

This sign is used for identifying the accuracy of the amount.
If the crosschecked numbers give the same results a hub (

= QoA e

) would be signed to the end top of
the amount. If it is controlled for the second time a (Ytwo)or
(45 vallahi) would be written. Today (V) sign is used for

these.
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4. Terkin

It is used for book entries which prove to be incorrect and
where scratching is undesired. In such situations a (&) sign
would be marked. This sign is spelling of the last two letters
of Arabic word ( ¢#.5 ) terkin without dots or in other words

in siyakat.

It is informed that scraping or erasure on these books
would lead to imputation and for this reason the necessity

of not choosing such a way on no account is mentioned.
Today, erasure or scraping on official books is prohibited.
5. Adding (Cem) and Completion (Tekmail)

In accounting, it is necessary to show integers and
fractional numbers of revenues and expenditures correctly
and in details. Later a control sign (caize) is put to these
numbers. Every fraction, digit and the others on the book
page are calculated. And it is written to the end of the
article. This is called adding (cem’) and integration of all

the numbers is called completion (tekmil).
6. Toplamca (Te’ric)

If the total amount is asked after bookkeeping, it is written

on the paper in details. For example;
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“200 pieces, 156, 25, 35, 1000, 2000, 300, 46, 75, 360, 950,
144, 227, 594
v

1SN

7. Sheet (Varak)

Varak is composed of a single sheet. Each face is divided
into two. One of these divisions is called “dil”. Bookkeeping
starts from the right dili. If there were detailed related to
both dilis it was written to the half of left dil. If the
explanation was about left dil, it was written in comparison

to the other one.
8. Prolongation Sign (Medd)

Medd means prolongation. Sometimes it is necessary in
records to prolong a letter. In Arabic letters prolongation is
done according to the last letter of the word. For example;

“Tebri Z, Sultaniy e,

Re y. Today underlining the word or writing is

used instead of it.
9. Harf and Def’a

Lexical meaning of harf is a section of something. Likewise,
a part of a word is also called harf. Def’a means recurrence
for once. For public accountants harf and def’a means the
transfer from the previous sum. It will be seen in

“minha=from that” and “minzalike=from this” samples in
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the following samples. If “minha” and “minzalike” were to be
used during recording and if they could not be drawn
accordingly, then “harf” and “def’a” were used. If there were
details and explanations after harf, then defa was used.

These will be seen in the following samples.

10. Filling (Hasv) and Ascertaining-Clarification

(Bariz)

Lexically, “Hasv” means filling and “bariz” means

ascertaining, being clear and evident.

In the terminology of accountants, “hasv” is made up
of only perceptions, explanations of writing. While
recording this, the accountant depends on the realities and
the record must be understood at one sight; the writer must
have an aim and the record must have a relation with the

implied thing.

“Hasv” cannot be written any part of the paper except
a quarter of the paper. Its writing starts from the right top
side and when the line is finished it is left a little below the
middle of the page. If the line does not exceed the middle of
the page, or in other words if it does not pass over to the left

hand side of the paper, the record is left as it is.

“Bariz” shows the amount mentioned in reality. Its

place on the paper is the two lines near the left dil.
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“Hasv” is made of two parts. If the writing stays in
“hasv” part, it is called “hasv-1 mutlak”, if it exceeds to

“bariz” then it is called “hasv-1 bariz”.

Sometimes it is necessary to make a reduction from
“bariz” (bariz number). In this case “hasv” number is called
“mevzu=presented” and “minha=subtract from that” or

“ba‘de=later” words are written. If “Minha” is written then

“hasv” is represented as “remaining after that=(e2= Sb)”
If po //]
baki ba’dehd lafzi (=7 © ) and if “at the end=(s>x) ba‘de” is

written “remaining=(.) baki” lafz1 (* ) is shown.

“Bariz” shows numbers, totals in its place at the left
hand side of the paper. Details are written. If there is going
to be an explanation, opening or subtraction part, in the
first one “subtract from that=(4) minha” and in the second

“later=(2x) ba‘de” is written for “minha”.

In every revenue and expenditure, title of the account
“sadrii'l-hesab” and other abovementioned points are

applied without any repetition.

33. Political Structure of Ilkhanians

Hulagu’s son who took his place was in fact a Budhist. He
brought stability and became the real organizer of the state.

He also worked for spreading Buddhism and helped
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constructing temples. After his death, his brother Ahmed,
who accepted Muslim, took the leadership. He faced with a
harsh opposition and dethroned by Abaka’s son and his
own nephew Argun. Argun devoted himself to Buddhism.
Since he had no opinion of the economical power of the
state, he didn’t interfere with the working of his religiously
devoted Jewish vizier Sa’d Al-Devle. Vizier Sa’d Al-Devle
assigned his relatives as governors and charged excessive
taxes from the citizens. The public reacted against these
heavy taxes and revolted. After Argun’s death in 1291,
Geyhatu took his place. Geyhatu had to issue banknotes
since the state was in a financial crisis. This was a sign of
an important disaster. This new banknote system was going
to be the reason for the collapse of minor Asian trade. He
couldn’t stop being dethroned whatever he did!16. Han
Baydu took his place. Financial life started to corrupt in
Baydu Han’s reign who was interested in Buddhism. Great
clashes between Islam and Buddhism were seen in his time
in Asia Minor!l7. Banditry activities started in direct
relation to the worsening economic life. Postal service “yam”
entered into a corruption period. Agricultural life broke
down and as a result lands became deserted. Inflation
increased. A situation of public silence occurred. Golden

Horde and Mamluk States took advantage of it and

116 Berthold Spuler, “Ilhanlilar”, iA, C. 5 MEB, Esk. 1997, p. 967.
117 Ahmet Zeki Velidi Togan, Umumi Tiirk Tarihine Giris, 2. Baski,
Istanbul, 1970, p. 229.
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attacked. Gazan Han (1295-1304) ascended the throne at
the age of twenty four in 1295!18, He had "kaantl azam”
expression erased from the coins and showed that he was
not connected with the khans in “hanbalig’!19. First he
chose to establish security and order. With his viziers
Rashid al din Fazl Allah ve Ali Sah, he started revolutions in
the fields of administration, finance, trade and social life.
He accepted Sunni sect of Islam!20. He had good relations
with Shiites!2!, Before Gazan Han’s death, the state reached
a peak point. After his death in 1304, his brother Olcaytu
took his place. Olcaytu was famous for changing religions
and sects. While he was a prince, he first chose Buddhism
then Christianism, in 1289 he chose Nasturi religion and
later Muslim. While he was a Hanefi sectarian, in 1307 he
chose Safi and later Shiite sect!?2. Against Sunni Muslims
who constituted the largest population Olcaytu (1304-1316)
took frightening and intimidation measures. After his death
in 1316, Ebu Said Bahadir Han, a ruler whose name
carried the name of Islam, (1316-1335) took his place. Ebu
Said chose Sunni sect. The relations between Sunni and Shiite sects

turned into a chaos. He died during a campaign in Caucasia in

118 Berthold Spuler, “ilhanlilar”, IA, C. 5 MEB, Eskisehir, 1997, p. 967.
119 Ahmet Hilmi, Ziya Nur, islam Tarihi, Otiiken Yayinlari, p. 499.

120 Berthold Spuler, “Ilhanlilar”, IA, C. 5 MEB, Eskisehir, 1997, p. 967.
121Berthold Spuler, Iran Mogollar1, Translation: Cemal Koéprula, TTK,
Ankara, 1957, p. 266.

122 Yilmaz Oztuna, “ilhanlilar” Tiirk Ansiklopedisi, C. XVI, MEB,
Ankara, 1983, p. 78.
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1335. Although many princes of the dynasty ascended to
the throne with the “khan” title, Mongol dynasty was
physically finished!23.

[Ikhanians state was a short lived state with a
lifespan of nearly a century. But they influenced Ottomans
with their accounting systems. Ottomans took Stairs
System accounting record system from Ilkhanians. Proof of
this assertion will be presented in the following sections of

the study.

[Ikhanians state has a special importance for the
history of accounting in Turkish states. Four main teaching
books of accounting!?4 were written in the time of
[Ikhanians. For this reason, it is necessary to study
[Ikhanians State. In the following sections of the study,
contents of these four teaching books will be given. Another
important contribution of Ilkhanians state to Turkish
history is the writing system used in these teaching books.
Siyakat writing system is used in these books. This writing
style was used by Ottomans for accounting purposes and

coding important messages for long years.

123 Spuler, ibid., p. 967.
124 These four teaching books are Saadetname, Kanunu Saadet,
Camitil-Hesab and Risale-i Felekkiye (Kitab-us Siyakat).
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34. Governmental System in Ilkhanians

Administrational, financial, military and judicial structure
of Ilkhanians state is based on Turkish state system
developed in Turkestan. Uygur and Harizm Turk advisors to
Mongols in the time of Genghis Khan were effective in
acceptance of this state system by Mongols125. Ilkhanians
had Divan-1 Buzurg-i or Divani Ilkhani. It was assembled
under the chairmanship of the vizier who was also known
as sahibi divani btizirg or sahibi Ilkhani divanil2?6. There
were no exact borders between the responsibilities of the
vizier and the sovereign. The vizier, who also had the title of
sahibi divan, was both the head of civil administration and
financial affairs!27. Divan was made up of:

1. Naibi vezaret
Defterdar1 memalik (mustevfi-i memalik)
Musrif-i memalik
Nazir-1 memalik

Ulug bitikc¢i-i memalik

o kLD

Munsi-i divan-1 btiztirg!28.
Naibi vezaret was the assistant of the vizier. He was
responsible for summarizing the subjects in the divan and

presenting to the vizier. His duty was to examine books

125 Abdtilkadir Yuvali, “lhanlilar” IA, C. 22, TDVY, Istanbul, 2000, p.
104.

126 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.

127 Yuvaly, ibid., p. 104.

128 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.

93



such as divan, dustur and ruznamce and check incomes

and expenditures and give his opinions to the vizier129.
Defterdar1 memalik —who was given to the order of

mustevfi- was inspecting incomes and expenditures of

[Ikhan provinces and checked applications concerning

taxes. He was to listen the complaints about taxes and

present books about the province subject to complaints.

Defterhane (registry) was under his command. By supplying

necessary equipment and staff for the registry, he had to

create a registry tent. This tent with its equipment was

transferred during the emperor’s journeys with camels.

Apart from these, there were clerks who were responsible

for bookkeeping. Mustevfis had to know siyakat writing.

Books kept by the divan can be listed as below!30:

Defter-i cami

Defter-i mukarrer

Defter-i avarice

Defter-i harac-1 mukarrer-i divan

Defter-i kanun

Defter-i tevcihat

No s L

Defter-i ruznamce
These seven books were recorded in siyakat. The
person who kept the money in the state treasury was called

Sahibi cem. Mustevfis collected revenues from provinces via

129 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.
130 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.
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Sersimar, Hanesiimar, Bagsimar and Kobcur who were
tax collecting officials!3!l. They didn’t make concessions
about taxes. Political organizations under the
administration of Ilkhanians were merely robbed as
Abdulkadir Yuval states!32,

Musrif-i memalik of Ilkhanians can be transferred as
public inspectors. He had to control and inspect divan
affairs. He was careful not to give a room for abuse.
Assignments were made with the opinions of musrif-i
memalik133,

Nazir-1 memalik was organizing the affairs of divam
buztirg. He was responsible for paying the salaries of
ameers, commanders, inaks and clerks of divan. All the
divan documents and procedures had to carry his sign134,
Ulug Bitikci-i Memalik was the head of Divani Kebiri [lhani
Kalemi. He was responsible for having the orders and
decisions written. Following the financial affairs of the
divan, inspecting and keeping income and expenditure
books of divan was the responsibility of Ulug Bitikci-i
Memalik. He also assigned the bitik¢is in provinces

himself135. Official papers always had the expression “with

131 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.
132 Yuvaly, ibid., p. 104.
133 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.
134 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.
135 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.
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the power of Almighty God” on them. But after Ilkhanians
entrance to Islam, documents carried besmelel36,

Orders and fermans passed from Divani Ilkhani had
to be written the local language of the state or country it
was sent. It was a law. Documents sent to Iraq had to be
written in Arabic, Persian for the documents sent to Persia
and Turkish for Anatolia, Mongolian for Mongol country.
But the writing which became a style and written behind
divan documents, was even written with Mongol letters
behind Arabic and Persian documents!37. The people who
wrote these were called “bitik¢ci and bahsi1”. In Ilkhanians
divan, there were several officials who knew several writings
and languages coming from different religions and sects
called bahsiyan and bitik¢ciyan-1 divan. They had to be very

reliable. Their best served Ilkhanian rulers!3s,

The rulers of Ilkhanians were called “Ka'an”139. Gazan
Mahmud (5 November 1271 — 11 May 1304) was the most
prominent Ilkhanian ruler who was known as Gazan
Khan!40, Information about his period will be given in
details in other sections. Here we will try to understand

governmental structure of llkhanians.

136 Yuvali, ibid., p. 104.

137 Ahmet Zeki Velidi Togan, Umumi Tiirk Tarihine Giris, 2. Bask,
Istanbul, 1970, p. 272.

138 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.

139 Bertold Spuler, iran Mogollari, Translation: Cemal Koéprili, 2.
Baski, Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1987, p. 294-295.

140 For more information see Ana Britannica Genel Kultiir Ansiklopedisi,
Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc., 1994, Volume 13, p. 164.
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First Vizier: He was known as Na’eb. He was the deputy of
the ruler. It was usual for [lkhanians to have a civilian in
the highest rank of the state. First vizier of Na’eb had
responsibilities such as assigning!4! and appointing clerks,
approving appointments and mainly following financial
affairs. First vizier had also the title of financial deputy.
First vizier and other clerks responsible for financial affairs

were known as “Sahabe Divan”142,

State Offices: There was a head judge (kadi) responsible
for classifying codes and at the same time he was the head
of the office. There were some officials and clerks under him
who were responsible for treasurership, jewellery,
estimating price for clothing and furs and accompanying
publishing houses. Offices were divided into branches
according to the language used; Mongol, Persia, Uighur,
Northern China, Tibet and Tankut. There were several
dictionaries for these branches to consult. Many documents
from the era show that there was an official appeal style

and the documents were written with this style143.

141 Nasb: To choose a duty and assign. For more information see
Mustafa Nihat Ozén, Osmanlica Tiirkce Sozliik, 8. press, Istanbul:
Inkilap Kitabevi, Ocak 1989, p. 652.

142 Spuler, ibid., p. 308.

143 Spuler, ibid., p. 315.
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Figure — 1. Organizational Scheme of [lkhanians State

Offices related with Codes.

Clerk Clerk Clerk Clerk Clerk Clerk
Mongol Persia Uygur China Tibet Branch Tankut
Branch Branch Branch Branch Branch

Officials Officials Officials Officials Officials Officials

Figure — 1 shows how a structure does the Ilkhanians state

has.

We also see that Ilkhanians used “State Seals” for
official affairs. State seals made of different colors were
used for different occasions. But it can be said that they
were the same in shape. These state seals were longitudinal
and square sided. Blue colored state seal was used for
affairs which were not certain. For ordinary state affairs red
colored state seal was used. Green colored state seal was

used for postal affairs. Controlled documents were carrying
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black colored state seals. Apart from these seals there was

also a seal with Chinese inscription which was used for

official documents sent to foreign rulers!44.

Finance Vizier: Incomes and expenditures of the state were

controlled by the first vizier. But these two posts were

separated from each other at several times. Responsibilities

of the Sahib-i Divan, who symbolized state offices and

finance, werel45:

Administering the state and finance,

Raising income of the treasury,

Feeding Hazine-i hassa,

Organizing official affairs,

Management of the postal system,

Organizing Nafial4t affairs,

Issuing money,

Meeting and managing the needs of the treasury,
Keeping general accounts,

Inspecting tax abuses,

Inspecting complaints about the abuses in

campaigns or annexations.

144 Spuler, ibid.,p. 320.
145 Spuler, ibid.,p. 322.
146 Nafia: Public works, construction.
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35. Economic Structure of Ilkhanians
Commercial life of Ilkhanians was very developed.
Concordantly, communication and transportation between
Near east, Far east and Europe became very easy.

Many  opportunities arouse with ways  of
communication never possible beforel4”. Italian tradesmen
established colonies in Tebriz!48. Genoese tradesmen had a
trade consulate in Sivas from 1276 on. They opened
another trade consulate in Tebriz in 1304. Mongols’
attitudes and behaviors towards other several religions,
Christians and Jews boosted trade with Europeans. Special
envoys sent to Sicily, France and England in 1295 was very
effective in this risel49. Tebriz took its place among the
greatest cities of time by becoming a connection point of
Europeans and Far Easterners. A question may rise asking
why a city as Tebriz, which was situated between the
crossroads of east-west and north-south directions and was
on the trade routes, became famous. At this point, it must
be taken into consideration that Ilkhanians captured the
yields of these trade routes and by this way they benefited
from this “commercial liveliness”!50. Transporting armies

from one point to one point in the shortest possible time, to

147 Jean-Paul Roux, Mogol Imparatorlugu Tarihi, Kabalci Yayinevi,
Translation: Prof. Dr. Aykut Kazancigil, Ayse Bereket, ist. 2001, p. 268.
148 Yuvali, ibid., p. 104.

149 Zeki Velidi Togan, Mogollar Devrinde Anadolu’nun Iktisadi Vaziyeti”
Tiirk Hukuk ve Iktisat Tarihi Mecmuasi, I. p. 17.

150 Yuvali, ibid., p. 104.

100



deliver orders or get intelligence are the reasons for giving
too much attention to trade routes for Mongols. As Jean-
Paul Roux mentions, from Genghis Khan on, all the rulers’
main aim was to find a solution for commercial needs.
These roads were not only used by soldiers. Every kind of
people from the diplomat to the manager, tradesman,
travellers and missionaries used these roads. Cultures,
civilizations and beliefs separated by distances could only
communicate by this way. Silk Road is one of the most
famous of these roads. Spice road in India and
southeastern Asia and fur road in the north are the other
roads which made communication possible. We surely know
the existence of these roads before Mongols but they made a

great contribution to their developments and safety!>1.

36. Financial Structure in Ilkhanians

Although they took their financial system from the previous
states, Ilkhanians knew how to organize it. A kind of cheque
used for trade in Europe was seen in Ilkhanians!52. With
the things they gained from the Seljukian lands, they
stabilized their system. A “perfect” system was organized.
With the expansion and invasion of Anatolian Seljuks,
Mongols practiced the financial system of Ilkhanians in

Anatolia. Financial system of Anatolian Seljukian state and

151 Roux, ibid., p. 450.
152 Taneri, ibid., p. 385.
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the system developed after the Mongol invasion did not have
much fundamental difference. But some differences in

financial affairs were also noticeable!S3,

While Ilkhanians were connected to Mongol empire on
financial affairs, in the time of the Kubla Khan minister of
finance was a Muslim from Buhara until his death in 1279.
So it is possible to see Islamic effects on the financial
structure of Mongols. Mongols adopted the use of paper
currency they saw in China and based their financial
policies on paper currency. Paper currency was first used in
the reign of Geyhatu in 1294. The value of the money
decreased in the period of Ahmet Fenaketi, finance minister
of Kubla Khan, an inflationist environment was created and
taxes were increased day by day. Apart from this, Ahmet
Fenaketi was ostracized for malpractice and defraudation.
After these experiences, when the paper currency was
introduced in Iran, it was unfavored by the merchants and
rebellions outbroke. When Argun ascended the throne
(1284), he continued the politics of Huilagi and Abaka.
Administrational positions were allocated with Christians
and financial affair were conducted by Jews. He assigned
Saad El-Devle, a Jew, as the finance minister (1288). In the
time of Gazan Khan Fadlallah Residiiddin was appointed as
the grand vizier. Central administration and finance of the

state was restructured. With strict controls, he increased

153 Uzuncarsily, ibid., p. 67-93.
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incomes of the state 20 percent without raising taxes. He
focused on the citizens living in the countryside. He showed
special care for them. It must not be forgotten that when
Gazan Khan ascended the throne he did not ask for support
from the Mongol empire and declared full independence. He
issued money in three languages: Mongolian, Tibetan and
Arabic. These currencies were not inscribed to the power of
the khan but the power of the “heaven”. But they did not
forget to show their respect to Kubla Khan!54. There was
already a pack trail in the Mideast. Mongols only had to
repair the bridges where it was impossible to pass the rivers
on foot. For its easiness tradesmen were making distant
agreements through envoys. Caravans were under the
protection of the state. Taxing system was encouraging for
the tradesmen. By bringing down the taxes, a commercial

boom was aimed!SS.

Sahib-i Divan had enormous boarding. A state
inspector (Mosref-ill Mamelik) accompanied minister of
finance when this position was under inspection. Ministry
of Finance had special public accountants. Account books
used in the time of Ilkhanians and their features are as

follows156;

154 Roux, ibid., p. 426.
155 Roux, ibid., p. 459.
156 Spuler, ibid., p. 323-324.
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- Ruznamce (Daily Register): This book was used
for recording monthly revenues of the cities.
Decisions taken at the Divan and other official papers
were recorded in accordance to their arrival. The
following information is given about Daily Register in

Saadetname:

“This register is also called Department Regulation
Register. All the details of the council tax, expenses
and various regulations are registered into the Daily
Register on a day-to-day basis with the information of
month and year. Totaling is not common in this
register and it cannot be erased. In case of an error
made in an amount, a cancellation mark is put and
then related reason is recorded. All the records in

Ruznamce are as revenues or as expenditures.

- Defter-i Avarece (Major Account Book): It is a list
organized in accordance to the locations of tax and

taxpayers.

- Defter-i Muferredan: It is a book used to track

districts, sanjaks, state lands and taxpaying states.

- Defter-i Asl: It is a book informing about the yearly

taxes of the citizens and their living conditions.

- Muhasebe-i Hazine and Koli Book: It is a book

covering all the treasures of the country.



360. Financial Situation and State Budget in

Ilkhanians

[Ikhanian state, from the beginning, was founded on a low
population who paid taxes, so some serious efforts to
increase the population and opening lands for agriculture

were shown.

But 1282 on, continuous sovereignity changes and
celebration at every change put the state budget in danger.
Also, as a result of an animal plague at that time, state
budget went bankrupt and an attempt to issue paper

currency was tried.

In 1295, when Gazan Khan ascended the throne, he
prohibited officials’ tradition of taking money from the state
treasure illegally for cutting back wasteful expenditure. He
also ordered that all the money transfers to be signed by
him. Gazan Khan inspected incomes and expenditures two
times a year. He assigned inspectors and mabeyincis®. He
pioneered the usage of siyakat for important financial
documents!>’. Gazan Khan’s contribution to the
administration of Ilkhanians will be studied in details under

a separate title.

* He is the person who is responsible for foreign affairs of the ruler,
informer of his orders to the officials and their requests to the ruler.
157 Spuler, ibid., p. 325-326.

105



361. Money in Ilkhanians

Sikke type used in Ilkhanians was Dinar. The value of
Dinar was very different. A golden Dinar weighed
approximately between 4,25 gr. and 7,00 gr. Silver dirhem
was between 2,46 and 2,59 gr. Reducing the content
dependent on conditions. For this reason, tradesmen
generally lost money up to %20. This situation had a bad
effect of the money balance of the state so in the time of
Geyhatu, with the support of vizier Sahrtiiddin, Ilkhanians
had to start using paper currencies. These banknotes
changed from ' to 10 Dinar according to the values they
carried. These banknotes were called “Cao” which is their
original Chinese namel!58. After the approval of this money,
everyone was asked to turn back golden and silvers by
September/ October 1294. Those who did not give were
sentenced with death penalty!®®. Paper currencies of
[Ikhanians were good imitations of their Chinese samples.
There were some Islamic regulatory expressions in Arabic
on the banknote. Banknote was a longitudinally shaped.
Printing houses in Diyarbakir, Rabia, Erak-1 Acem and
Erak-1 Arap, Musul, Azerbaijan, Kerman, Siraz and Horasan
were founded to issue this money!®®. But this practice

which caused an economic collapse was abolished in two

158 Guindegiil Acikéney Parlar, “Ilhanlilarda Sikke Formlan” Tiirkler,
C.8, Yeni Turkiye Yayinlari, Ankara, 2002, p. 922.

159 Parlar, ibid., p. 922; Spuler, ibid., p. 328-3209.

160 Spuler, ibid.,p. 328-329.
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months time. It is told that there were 200 mints used for

sikke issuingl6!.

362. Taxes in Ilkhanians

Tax collectors were always assigned by the central or rural
authority and worked for the government. All the officials
working in this field were not reliable and this constituted
one of the main flaws of the Ilkhanians state. Being under
the stain of bribery was even possible for the highest

ranks162,

Administrational division of tax affairs was in
compliance with the political division of provinces. There
were tax departments in every province centre. In some
regions tax revenues were divided and shared among some
administrational authorities or similar institutions. Some
governors increased Kobcur (cattle) tax ten times (even one

increased 23 times)163.

In some countries under the domain of Ilkhanians,
tax collection was done by some sort of clerks known as
“Bitikci”. These officials used to travel from one place to
another with a military detachment unit, collect great sums

of money from the citizens and put some of it in their

161 Parlar, ibid., p. 922,
162 Spuler, ibid.,p. 340.
163 Spuler, ibid., p. 341.
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pockets. Citizens in the nearby towns who hear the
approach of tax collectors were immediately escaping
because they were tortured to pay taxes. Even in some
occasions, they guarded on duty to protect themselves from
the danger. At such times, when tax collectors entered the
town they could not find any men so sometimes they took
away women with them. Some of these towns were also
noticed to be abandoned. The best example for this was
encountered in Persia. In a tax collection period, a tax
collection committee consisting 12 officials and 200
cavalries travelled through the country for six months and
at last they collected a total of 1.500 dinar. For this reason
fields were planted lesser than the need so a situation of

famine was always the casel¢4.

363. Gazan Khan Era and his reforms in

Ilkhanians

Some oppression was faced from time to time when the
taxes were being collected. For example only city dwellers
did not only pay tamgal6> tax but also kopcur'®6. For this

reason, citizens evaded cities from time to time. Gazan

164 Spuler, ibid.,p. 342-343.

' 1t is the tax taken especially from the city dwellers, Abdiilkadir
Yuvali; “Ilhanlilarin Anadolu Politikasi, Ve Dogu Anadolu Sehirlerinin
Vergi Potansiyeli” XI. Turk Tarih Kongresi (Ank 5-9 Eyltil 1990) Papers
presented in the congress, C. II., TTK, Ank, 1994, p. 585.

166 Animal tax, Spuler, ibid.,p. 341.
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Khan (1295-1304) ended this injustice. City dwellers had to
pay a little more tamga and they were excluded from
kopcurlé?. His edict on February 22, 1304 was asking to
take the necessary precautions to inform the citizens about
the amount of tax to be paid by every village and town168.
But the continuation of taking tamga and kopcur together
made some regulations necessary and thereupon, in the
time of Ebu Said Bahadir Khan (1316-1335), an edict was
written and hanged out or inscribed on stones or irons
where the citizens could see it. Regional and language
differences were taken into account and this edict was
written in Armenian, Persian or Mongolianl®®. Also edicts
about tax issues addressing nomad Turkish and Mongol
tribes were written in Uighur on mileage stones on the

roads!70,

As mentioned before, the treasure of Ilkhanian State

was empty in Gazan Khan’s period (1295-1304). But there

167 Togan, ibid., p. 20.

168 In his edict Gazan Khan asks the vilagers to write on wooden or
stone plates and asks them to be hang out to the entrance of the town
or the mosque. Nomads are asked to put such plates on a suitable
place where they settle. For more information see W. Barthold,
“Ilhanlilarda Mali Vaziyet” Tiirk Hukuk ve Iktisat Tarihi Mecmuasa, .
p- 135.

169 Togan; ibid., p. 20.; For the complete edict of Ebu Said Bahadir Han
see W. Barthold, ibid., p. 137.

170 Ahmet Zeki Velidi Togan, Umumi Tiirk Tarihine Giris, 2. press,
Istanbul, 1970, p. 272.
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were 1.55 million taxpayers who were obliged to pay

taxes171,

We can enumerate Gazan Khan’s financial revolutions

as items below!72;

- He raised the taxes 10 percent. By this he was

hoping to cover the budget deficits.
- Kobcur (cattle) tax was raised one more time.

- Tamga tax was raised one more time for the city

dwellers who were obliged to pay it.

- Gazan Khan made another regulation over Kobcur
tax and ordered to decrease half of the tax and
worked eagerly to overcome every possible abuse

about this tax.
- Unpaid taxes were collected.

- He made it possible to pay Cereal tax in two
installments between March 21 - April 11 and
September 22 — October 12 or in one installment in

the first term.

- In 1301, Gazan Khan put into force a Semsi (sun)

calendar tax year.

171 Guvemli, ibid., p. 218.
172 Spuler, ibid., p. 342-351.
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- For several kinds of cereals, according to hot or

cold regions different procedures were put into effect.

- A method was developed for the farmers to take
their cereals to the state depots on their own

resources.

- In every village there had to be a metal or stone
which showed the amounts of taxes to be paid by that
village (this is considered as the first practice of tax

plate).

- For supporting and encouraging regular farming it
was necessary to enlighten real estate and property
owning conditions and to prevent irregular land
owning speculations. For this reason, an edict on
March 25, 1300 was put into force explaining that
farmers who planted the lands continuously for 30
years or more were the owners of that land, either it
was a foundation or military land, and all the trials

against them were ineffective.

- A cadastral survey was done covering all the state
lands. For doing this survey clerks were sent to all
the sanjaks and towns of the state who were
responsible for finding out all the properties, lands
and foundations with a cadastral list known as
(Defter-i Kanun). For issuing real estate bonds '

Dinar was going to be taken. Responsibles for
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unjustified disbursements!?3, even a governor or a
Baskak (tax official), were going to be sentenced with

death.

- Up to that time only justice officials were sent to
provinces for inspections but from that time on

separate Bitikcis were sent as head inspectors.

- Property bonds carried golden stamped state seals
or carried the name of the owner and the exact

definition of the property.

- Seeds for planting were given out.

- Equipments for agriculture were given.
- Animals were provided for work.

- Uncultivated state and deserted lands were
allocated to farmers. Assigned taxes for these lands
were particularly attractive. In the first year the land
was exempted from taxing, and in the second year
one third of the usual tax was paid. In the third year
according to the fertility of the land a gradual taxing
was applied. A good harvesting land would be taxed
% of the normal taxes, a medium harvesting land
2/3 and a bad land would be taxed ‘2 of the normal

taxes. But in the fourth a normal tax was collected.

173 Payment, disbursement, see “Tta”,
http:/ /www.tdk.gov.tr/ TR /SozBul.aspx?F6E10F8892433CFFA AF6A A849816B

2EF05A79F75456518CA (17-04-2007).
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But if the owner of deserted land appeared, then the

case was solved with equal shares for parties.

Gazan Khan died in 1304. He made many
reformations which were a reference point for the following
rulers. In his time, Tebriz became the biggest and
international trade center of the time. Historians call him as
“ the greatest Ilkhanian ruler who took taxes from
Byzantines, conquered Damascus and had a sermon

delivered in his name there and in Egypt”174.

There is a tax inscription on the entrance door of
Ankara castle which opens to horse or fodder bazaar left
from the time of Ebu Said Bahadir Khan. On this tax
inscription, which is dated as 1330, those who collect
animal taxes, illegal 6slr or extreme taxes are warned with
the expression “God's curse be with them”17’>. Another
inscription in Kirsehir Cacabey madrasah is a good example
for these tax plates. Some compelling taxes were abolished.
Some of these were Sahnagi (which was collected in Kirsehir
region by the military officials), tapkur (existed only
[Ikhanians as the construction tax which was 2 silver dinar
per family), soap tax (Kirsehir was importing soap from
Aleppo and also had soap factories. According to Walther

Hinz this tax was for imported soaps; not local ones) and

174 Togan, ibid., p. 229.
175 Poul Wittek, “Ankara’da Bir lhani Kitabesi” Tiirk Hukuk iktisat
Tarihi Mecmuas1 I, Yil. 1931, p. 161-164.
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klice (street tax). Two other illegal taxes were linen planting

tax and cookery tax176.

37. Accounting Teaching Books in Ilkhanians

Ottomans are influenced greatly from Ilkhanians and
Seljuks in terms of financial structure of the state. The
basic reason for the interaction is that all the Turkish states
have similar proprietorship and tax orders. These three
Turkish states have similar public accounting systems due

to the similar reasons.

All four teaching books, which will be mentioned in
this section, are known to be written in the Ilkhanians
period in the 14th century. Now some brief information will

be given about these books.

a. Saadetname: It was written with order of Muhammed
Ibn Taceddin Ali Us Saveci, vizier of Gazan Khan, for
teaching state accounting to his son Serefeddin in 1309.
But it is understood that the book was finished in 1336-
1337. The book was written by Felek Alay:1 Tebrizi. The book
was founded by Prof. Dr. A. Zeki Velidi TOGAN in 1930 in

Konya Yusufaga Libraryl7’. The work was published as a

176 Walter Hinz, “Ortacag Yakin Sarkina Aid Vergi Kitabeleri” Belleten
C. XIII, S. 52, Year 1949, TTK, Ankara, p. 771.

177 Ahmet Zeki Velidi Togan, Mogollar Devrinde Anadolu’nun Iktisadi
Vaziyeti, Tiirk Hukuk ve Iktisat Tarihi Mecmuasi, [stanbul: Year:
1931, Cilt: 1, Sayfa: 14-15.
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doctorate thesis in Gottingen, Germany in 1979178, The
book was written in Persian siyakat writing. Another copy of

the book can be found in Hagia Sophia Library.

b. Kanunu Saadet: It is known that the book was written
by Felek Alay1 Tebrizi, but there is not enough evidence
about the publication date of the book. But, at the end of
Saadetname, Kanunu Saadet is mentioned. Under these
circumstances, it can be inferred that the book was
completed before 1336-1337. The present copy of the book
was copied from the original one by handwriting in 1357.

This work has complementary features to Saadetname.

c. Camiiil Hesab: It is predicted that the book was written
by Imad Es Seravi in 1340. It is understood that the book
was written with the order of Sulleyman Han (1339-1344),
one of the khans of the Ilkhanians. The book has two
volumes and it is in Konya Yusufaga Library. This book was
also found by Prof.Dr. A. Zeki Velidi TOGAN. Introduction
page of the book is missing, for this reason the book takes
its name from the Camilll Hesab example in it. The work
was used for doctoral studies in Germany. It was written in

Persian with siyakat writing.

Imad Es Seravi first gives information about siyakat

numbers. Eight of the terms used for showing quantities

178 Nabipour Mirkemal, Die Beiden Persischen Leittaden des Falak
Alay1 Tebrizi, Uber des Statliche Rechnungwesen im 14.
Jahrhundert, Gottingen, 1973.
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used with siyakat numbers are explained. Rules, signs and
methods about accounting are explained in this book. It
gives information about the stairs method which avoids
repetitions in the balance sheet and shows how to record

similar or different kinds of debts and credits!79.

d. Risale-i Felekkiye (Kitab-us Siyakat): It was written by
Abdullah Puser Muhammed Bin Kiya-el Mezanderani in
1363. It is written in Persian and Arabic and siyakat is
used. The book was dedicated to Felek, the vizier of that
era, and for this reason the title contains the name of
“Felek”. The real name of the book is “Kitab-us Siyakat”. A
handwritten copy of the book exists in Hagia Sophia
Library. It is proposed that the original of the book is in
Tehran Kutiphane-i Meclis. Risale-i Felekkiye is the most

detailed and famous of the four teaching books.

38. Accounting Records in Ilkhanians
In this section samples of accounting records from the time
of Ilkhanians will be given. Accounting records will be given
in a certain order. First of all siyakat writing of the record is
given, then its Arabic form, then its transcription, after that
Turkish expression and finally it is given in unified account

form.

179 Nejat Goytng, “Imad Es-Seravi ve Eseri” Tarih Dergisi, Volume XV,
March 1965, Istanbul Universitesi Edebiyat Faktiltesi Basimevi, p. 73-
86.
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380. Ilkhanian Accounting Record Sample-1

This sample includes an accounting record showing the

budget revenues in Ilkhanians.

In siyakat writing;




Its translation with Arabic letters;
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English form;

Budget (elmut

From the tax revenues of Baghdat as

Sheep compensation 1.000 head

Enumeration

For the emirs of the city 700 head

Emir Ali_ Emir Kutlug Hoca  Emir Aldeddin
300 head 200 head 200 head

Enumeration

Nokerlik (guards) and staff 300 head

Nokerlik Staff

250 head 50 head
Ahmet Husrev Mevlana imadeddin  Mevlana
Guardian Head of Hunters Astrologer Muhlisuddin
125 head 125 head 25 head 25 head
4 dinar each makes total 4.000 dinar
Other cash collections 2.500 dinar

/ Following Balance 1.500 dinar

lak)

Bezzaz honorables seal tax  Horse market  Christian Jizyah

500 dinar 500 dinar

500 dinar
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381. Ilkhanian Accounting Record Sample-2
This sample demostrates expenditures in Ilkhanians.

Its form in siyakat;
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Its translation with Arabic letters;
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180 Cu|)” UASZ”

121



P s

122

-6



English form;

Export

Mersumat, idrarat, mevacib, vezaif and nafia
Hard currency (Silver dinar) 20.000 dinar

Minha:
Mersumat, idrarat, mevacib, vezaif

15.000 dinar

From:
Mersumat, idrarat, mevacib

10.000 dinar

Second minha:

Mersumat
5.000 dinar
Second Min Zalike (From):
El-miicmel
2.000 dinar
Second Min Zalike Section:
El-maksad
3.000 dinar
From (Min Zalike): From (Min Zalike):
Hoca Ali Ctibbeci Hoca Aziz Cluibbeci
1.500 dinar 1.500 dinar
Second Minha Section:
Idrarat ve mevacib
5.000 dinar
Second minha: Second minha:

Idrarat Mevacib
For scholarships 2.500 dinar Havasiicin = 2.500 dinar

Min zalike Section:
For duties
For clothing 5.000 dinar

Minha Section:
Charitable acts
For the houses of the dynasty 5.000 dinar
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382. Ilkhanians Accounting Record Sample-3

This sample is comprehensive in its presentation of

Ilkhanian revenues and expenditures together.

Its form in siyakat;
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Its form in Arabic;

(37a)

181 aJI;.” u-*g-”
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(37b)
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(38a)
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English form;

In the name of God

Amount

As determined, under the responsibility of Hoca Nasruddin Tebrizi, in
compliance with the new documentation which starts with Muharrem-iil-
Miikerremin, taxes and mukataa of Tebriz after calculation of support for
natural disasters, transportation of soldiers and aid to the robbed
caravans, are accrued and recorded according to the holy order (May God
protect and increase) at the beginning of Sefer month of 741 (27 Temmuz
1340).

Mains
In districts and provinces
Hard currency (silver dinar) 3.288.000 dinar
Districts Provinces
2.881.000 dinar 407.000 dinar
Result of the mains:

City

2.881.000 dinar

Revenues:

From seal taxes

2.270.000 dinar
Great Seal Tax Silk Tax Weighing tax Sheepfold tax
200.000 dinar 300.000 dinar 250.000 dinar 250.000 dinar
Tannery tax  Slave markettax  Pack animal market Painting
100.000 dinar 100.000 dinar 120.000 dinar 150.000 dinar

Jewellery and mint  Butchery Donkey market Several arts, prices and revenues etc.

250.000 dinar 100.000 dinar  50.000 dinar 130.000 dinar
Drapery Silage Cookery Vineyard and brothel
40.000 dinar 30.000 dinar 40.000 dinar 160.000 dinar

A portion of revenues:
From taxes

611.000 dinar
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Sericulture Smithery Tailoring Farriery

55.000 dinar 30.000 dinar ~ 15.000 dinar 40.000 dinar
Painting Shoemaking Pottery Basketry
50.000 dinar 20.000 dinar 15.000 dinar 10.000 dinar
Cottonfluffing  Saddlemaking  Bowery Archery
25.000 dinar 10.000 dinar 15.000 dinar 6.000 dinar
Grocery Carpentry Tentmaking Mills
40.000 dinar 20.000 dinar 15.000 dinar 57.000 dinar
Trasportation  Cereal growing_ Construction Hay den
20.000 dinar 20.000 dinar 30.000 dinar 20.000 dinar
Portion of revenue:
Provinces
407.000 dinar
Mihranrud district Hoy (Ho’1) district and subjects
57.000 dinar 220.000 dinar

Sa’d Abad Village Nemci Village Medrun Village
20.000 dinar 10.000 dinar 20.000 dinar
Mecdi Village ~ Mugan Village Réamin Village

120.000 dinar 80.000 dinar 20.000 dinar
Kosk Village

7.000 dinar
Selmas district Aladag district

73.000 dinar 57.000 dinar
Sadi Village and vineyards Amidi Village  Alai Village Adni Village
48.000 dinar 25.000 dinar  37.000 dinar ~ 20.000 dinar
Expenditures:

Addition to this
To budget expenditures 875.100 dinar
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Expenditure from that:
Bursaries and aids

Kadis, imams, sheiks and other staff 338.700 dinar
Kadi Sems-ud-Din Kadi Nasir-11-Mille ved-Din

30.000 dinar 24.000 dinar
Kadi Sadr-ud-Din Kadi1 Burhan-ud-Din

10.000 dinar 10.000 dinar
Mevlana Sems-ud-Din Ubeyd Mevlana Burhan-ud-Din

30.000 dinar 40.000 dinar
Vaiz Mevlana Cemal-ud-Din
15.000 dinar
Seyh Imad-ud-Din Imam Amid-ud-Din Hatib Hoca Ali
26.000 dinar 25.000 dinar 28.700 dinar

Hoylu Seyh Ahmet and his brother = Medresei Sultani mu’idi- Head of Foun.revenues
Hoca

Imad-ud-Din Belhli Mevlana Iftihar-ud-Din and assistants
{zzed-Din
30.000 dinar 20.000 dinar 50.000 dinar

Hoca Iftihar _ Assistants__
24.000 dinar ~ 26.000 dinar

Mev. Bedr Mev. Ahmed

16.000 dinar  10.000 dinar

Determined Expenditures Section:
Equipment
For the needs of Seyitler dormitory
Given to Murtaza-i a’zam Emir Kutb-ed-Din Hasan ~ 100.000 dinar

Needs of Seyitler dormitory Salaries
As determined from the book Emir Kutb-ed-Din Hasan
for nutrition and his servant
74.000 dinar 26.000 dinar
Emir Kutb-ed-Din Hasan____ Servants
16.000 dinar 10.000 dinar

Expenditures section:
Salaries
Salaries of the clerks collecting seal taxes 176.400 dinar
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Explanation:

Sale seal tax Silk tax Weighing tax

Daily 90, monthly 2.700 dinar Daily 100, monthly 3.000 d Daily 120, monthly 3.600 d
Yearly 32.700 dinar Yearly 36.000 dinar Yearly 43.200 dinar
Sheepfold Tannery Slave market

Daily 60, monthly 1.800 dinar ~ Daily 50, monthly 1.500 d Daily 70, monthly 2.100 d
Yearly 21.600 dinar Yearly 18.000 dinar Yearly 25.200 dinar

Expenditures section:
Subsistence
For leaves and arrivals, under the responsibility and control of Hoca Ubeyd
Serhasi and Hica Ubeyd Tebrizi, according to the books brought to the divan
120.000 dinar

Expenditures section:
Yam (Postal
service)
Under the responsibility and control of Yamgc1 (head of postal service)
Cemal-ud-Din and his associates
90.000 dinar

Expenditures section:
Public works
For the properties of shops, inns and others 50.000 dinar

Remainder
To be paid until the end of year for the transactions, letters and invoices
of Divan 2.412.900 dinar
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4. RISE OF THE STAIRS METHOD
40. General Introduction

It was expressed before that the Ottomans took Stairs
Method from Ilkhanians State. For this reason, Ilkhanians
State was studied from different points. At this point, the
rising story of Stairs Method or in other words an
accounting system can be told by mentioning the
reformations of Gazan Khan, the greatest ruler of
[Ikhanians, who had traits both in financial and

administrational system of Ilkhanians.

Branching in Ilkhanian state offices according to the
languages spoken brought an organization system which
required a separate financial and general affairs
organization. For this reason, in every department there
were branches or officials who collected Tamga tax or
Kobcur tax etc. This feature gave birth to the principle of
Stairs Method to write same kind of taxes one under the

other and to write the total above them.

Definition of sems (sun) year by Gazan Khan made
possible for accounting to make records on a "Periodization
Concept". This is also important for the Stairs recording

method.

Gazan Khan also made regulations in the field of

taxes. For example, the practice of the first tax plate,
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installments in agricultural taxes, and payment of taxes by
farmers directly to the government fostered the foundations

of the system.

In fact the rise of Stairs method occurred with the
transition from the "quantity method" to "sum method”.
Taxpayers had a chance to pay taxes in sum amounts
instead of paying in quantity amounts. For example;
agricultural taxes could be paid by sums instead of
quantities which were required to be paid as taxes. So the
need to keep the financial transactions improved from day
to day and inescapably a method, a style was born. And

this was the Merdiban (Stairs) Method.

Expressing all financial transactions with
standardized paper currency (cao) shows the realization of a
contemporary acknowledged finance principle known as
"Expressing the Currency”. Currencies were circulation
[Ikhanians previously but these golden or silver currencies
had no standardized value. Their values were defined
according to the gold or silver they had in them. For this
reason, recording according to these currencies in

circulation did not give healthy results.

41. Basic Features of Stairs Method

- It was used in countries where statism was dominant for

state accounting.
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- It was based on collecting and spending taxes according to

the incomes and expenditures of the state.

- Collection of taxes from provinces was realized by writing
the total tax revenues of the province and summing the

totals of tax types one under the other.

- It was necessary to enumerate expenditure types and

totals one under the other.

- It was necessary for the system to work with the
accruement principle of accounting. But it is known that
some transactions were made without the accruement.

Accruement totals were followed in a different place.

- Structure of the system was feasible for writing both the

quantity and the sum.

- It made possible to follow the yearly incomes of the state

with one record.
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CHAPTER II

STAIRS METHOD IN OTTOMAN EMPIRE

INTRODUCTION

In the second part of the study, Ottoman Empire has been
divided into four eras. These eras are a) Rise of the Ottoman
Empire, b) Growth of the Ottoman Empire, c) The era
between the growth and Tanzimat, d) the era between
Tanzimat and the Republic. Every era will be studied with
its Political - Economical - Financial and Accounting
features. But before starting this section, it will be beneficial

to give information about the restrictions of the study.

There are approximately 95.000.000 documents and
360.000 books left from the Ottomans (1299 - 1922).
Documents in the archives of Bulgaria, Macedonia, Serbia

and Greece are not included into these figures.

90 % of these documents are kept in the Ottoman
Archives of the Prime Ministry, 10 % in Topkapi Palace,
Dolmabahce Palace, Land Registry and Cadastre, Maritime
Archive, Istanbul Mufti Office, Museum of Turkish Muslim
Art. Apart from the Land Registry and Cadastre, the other

archives are in Istanbul.

Approximately 20 % of the 95 million documents are
damaged. In this situation nearly 76.000.000 documents

are useful. It is estimated that nearly 20 % of these
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documents, which makes nearly 15.000.000, are about
accounting. These documents are fundamental documents
which form the basis and information about the sections of

accounting.

Nearly half of the 360.000 books from the Ottoman
Archives consist state reports. These reports are about
social ( documentation of citizens and wealth), financial
(incomes and expenditures of the state), military ( counting

of citizens who reached military service age).

The remaining half of the books are accounting
records. It can be said that there are 180.000 accounting

books.

According to this information, there are 180.000
accounting books and 15.000.000 accounting documents.
90 % of these books and documents belong to the end of
XIX. century and before. In other words 90 % of the books
and records are kept in Stairs method used by Ottomans.
The remaining 10 % belongs to XX. century (1900 — 1922)
and are kept in double entry bookkeeping method.

Two thirds of the 95 million documents and 360
thousand books are classified. One third has not been
classified yet. Classification means defining the subject of
the document. According to this, subjects of nearly one
third of the documents have not been defined yet. Most of

these books and documents which have not been classified
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yet belong to XIX century. For this reason, the grouping
given above is made according to the ratio of classified

documents in the archives.

In such a wide range of documents, necessary achieve
research has been made and information, documents or
books which can be useful for our study are found out and

this process will continue until finalizing our study.

1. RISE OF OTTOMAN EMPIRE
10. General Information

The era between the foundation of Ottoman Empire in 1299
to conquest of Istanbul in 1453 is accepted as the rise of
Ottoman Empire by political historians!82. This separation
was made according to historical events. There are not
many studies about economical periodization of Ottomans.
For this reason, periodization according to political events

was accepted by economists, accountants and also by

182 Periodization of Ottoman Empire were made according the events
below:

The era between 1299-1453 is accepted as the Rise of Ottoman Empire
(Until the Conquest of Istanbul)

The era between 1453-1579 is accepted as the Growth of Ottoman
Empire (Until the death of Sokullu Mehmet Pasha),

The era between 1579-1683 is accepted as the Stagnation Period (Until
the II Siege of Vienna),

The era between 1683-1972 is accepted as the Decline Period (Until
Yash Treaty),

The era between 1792-1922 is accepted as the Dissolution Period (Until
the Vahdettin’s abandonment)
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historians183. But in our study four periods will be handled
as mentioned before. The basic reason for this is that there
are not many documents and records about the accounts of
both the state and private foundations until the middle of
XV. century. The main reason for this is that Ottomans
made So6gut, Bursa, Edirne and Istanbul as capitals in
order in their period of foundation. Frequent change of
capital city and lack of knowledge as a new state caused the
loss of important documents. For this reason, Ottoman
Empire is divided into four periods as rise of the Ottoman
Empire, growth of the Ottoman Empire, the era between the
growth and Tanzimat and the era between Tanzimat and

the Republic.

Ottoman State or Ottoman Empire (In Ottoman
Language: <dg Jegs gdese, Devlet-i Aliyye-i Osmaniyye)
was founded by Osman Bey in today’s So6gut county of
Bilecik in the time Anatolian Seljuk State as Ottoman
Emirate in 1299184, It is known that Ottomans belonged to

"Kay1" or "Kay" tribe of Oguzs who came from Khorassan via

183 Halil Sahillioglu, Tiirkiye Iktisat Tarihi, Istanbul: 1989. Also see
Selcuk Trak, iktisat Tarihi, Bursa: Bursa Iktisadi ve Ticari ilimler
Akademisi Yayini, 1973., Ziya Karamursel, Osmanli Mali Tarihi
Hakkinda Tetkikler, Ankara: 1989., Nihad S. Sayari, Tiirkiye
Imparatorluk Donemi Mali Olaylari, Istanbul: 1977.

184  Salih Ozbaran, Bir Osmanli Kimligi 14.-17. Yiizyillarda
Rum/Rumi Aidiyet ve Imgeleri, Istanbul: Kitap Yayimnevi, 2004, p. 1
etc
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Ahlat!85, It is not possible to comment on the foundation
period of Ottomans since our knowledge is generally based

on the books written in the following eras186.

After Malazgirt War in 1071, ruler of Anatolian
Seljuks distributed Kay: tribe to different parts of Anatolia
which were especially on the routes of migration!87. One of
these locations is Karacadag region of Ankara. This area
given by Anatolian Seljuks to Kay: tribe measures 1.000
kilometer squares approximately. Kayis under the domain
of Ertugrul Ghazi turned to west and took Soégut and

Domanig regions of Byzantium.

In the 13t century Anatolia was gradually occupied
by Mongols. In the 14th century many Turcoman emirates
emerged in western Anatolia. The smallest of these emirates
was Ottoman Emirate located in Eskisehir — Sakarya -
Sogut. Ottoman Emirate was the only Turcoman Emirate
which had a border with Byzantium which was completely
exhausted. Byzantium also had a deteriorated military
power. Moral and economic status of the state was not

good. Citizens were obliged to pay heavy taxes. Having no

185 A, Zeki Velidi Togan, Umumi Tiirk Tarihine Giris, 2. Press,
Istanbul: 1970, p. 321-322.

186 flhan Sahin, “Kurulustan Fetret Devrine Kadar Osmanl Tarihi”,
Dogustan Giiniimiize Biiyiik islam Tarihi, Istanbul: Cag Yayinlar, C.
10, 1992, p. 135.

187 According to Mehmet F. Kopralt’s inspection of XVI. Ottoman
Archives, there were many villages and clans carrying the name of
“Kayr”. Képralii, Mehmet F. Képrili, “Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun
Etnik Mensei Meselesi”, Belleten, Ankara: 1944, VIIL., p. 219-313.
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stronger state in Balkans, western borders of Byzantium,
opened to the way to Ottomans!®. Although the
establishment area of Ottomans, Eskisehir-Sakarya- Sogtt,
was connected to Ilkhans in the administrational structure,
Ottomans had nothing to do with Mongol Ilkhans. Ottoman
Emirate was also the most suitable emirate for political
growth!89. For this reason, lands of Ottoman Emirate served
as shelter to Oguz tribes, civil servants, soldiers and
scientists of Anatolian Seljuks escaping from Mongol
suppression. There were also several emirates in different
sizes in the region which were called as "border emirates".
Ottoman State, in the following periods, passed to Thracian

peninsula and seized Byzantium.

Important historical events in Ottoman history are

given below in chronological order!90.

CHRONOLOGY OF OTTOMAN EMPIRE
1261 - 1923

1261-1300 Mentese, Aydin, Saruhan, Karesi and Ottoman

Emirates were founded in Western Anatolia.

188 Osmanli Ansiklopedisi, Istanbul: Agac Yayinlan, V. 1, p. 56-57.

189 Osmanli Ansiklopedisi, ibid., p. 56.

190 Halil Inalcik ve Donald Quataert, Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun
Ekonomik ve Sosyal Tarihi, Cev: Halil Berktay, 2. Press, Cambridge
University Pres, Eren Yayincilik, 2000, p. 19-25.
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1290-1324 Osman 1.

1324-62

1326

1331

1336

1354

1361

1362-89

1363-65

1371-73

1385

1389

Orhan

Conquest of Bursa by Ottomans (6 April)
Conquest of Nikaia'nin (iznik) by Ottomans
Collapse of Ilkhanian Mongol Empire in Persia
Conquest of Ankara and Gallipoli by Ottomans
Conquest of Adrianopolis (Edirne) (in spring)
Murad I.

Expansion of Ottomans in South Bulgaria and

Thrace

Conquest of Cirmen (Chernomen) Fort by
Ottomans; admission of Balkan rulers Ottoman

power
Conquest of Sophia by Ottomans

Ottomans victory over Balkan states coalition

in Kosovo (June 15)

1389-1402 Bayezid I., the Thunderbolt

1396

1402

1402-13

Ottomans Nigbolu (Nicopolis) victory (25
September)

Ankara War, Dissolution of Bayezid I. empire

(28 July)

Turmoil; throne fights among sons of Bayezid 1.
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1413-21 Mehmed I.

1421-1444 Murad II.

1446-1451

1423-30 Ottoman — Venetian War because of Selanik

(Thessaloniki)

1425 Annexation of Izmir and reconquest of western
Anatolia.

1439 Annexation of Serbia

1443 Invasion of Janos Hunyadi over Balkans, Izladi
war

1444 Varna War (10 November) Re-establishment of

Ottoman soveignerity over Balkans
1448 Second Kosovo War (17-19 September)
1444-1446 Mehmed II., the Conqueror
1451-1481

1453 Conquest of Constantinopolis (Istanbul) (29

May); Surrender of Pera (1 June)
1459 Conquest of Serbia and Mora
1461 Conquest of Trabzon Empire
1463-79 Battles with Venice

1468 Annexation of Karaman
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1473

1475

Baskent War (11 August)

Conquest of Geneva colonies in Crimea

1481-1512 Bayezid II

1485-91

1495

1499-1503

1512-20

1514

1516

1517

1520-66

1521

1522

1526

1534

1537-40

War with Egyptian Mamelukes
Death of Prince Cem

War with Venice

Selim I., the Grim

Selim I defeated Shah Ismail in Caldiran (23
August)

Conquest of Diyarbekir; Annexation of East
Anatolia. Defeat of Mamelukes in Mercidabik

(24 August)

Ridaniye war (22 January) and conquest of

Egypt; Surrender of Mekka

I. Siileyman, Magnificient
Conquest of Belgrade (29 August)
Conquest of Rhodos (21 January)

Battle of Mohacs (29 August); Hungarian
Kingdom joined as a vassal 1529 Siege of

Vienna (26 September-16 October)
Conquest of Tebriz and Baghdad

War with Venice
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1538

1541

1553-55

1565

1566-74

1569

1570

1571

1573

1574-95

1578-90

1580

1589

1591-92

Siege of Diu in India

Annexation of Hungary

War with Persia, Amasya Peace Treaty (20 May)
Siege of Malta (20 May-11 September)

Selim II

French Capitulations; First Ottoman campaign

against Russia, Siege of Astrahan

Takeover of Tunusia by Uluc Ali (January );
Cyprus Campaign and Seizure of Nikosia or

Levkosia

Lepanto Sea War (7 October)

Peace with Roman German Emperor
Murad III

War with Persia, Annexation Azerbaijan
English Capitulations

Janissary rebel in Istanbul

Janissary Rebels

1593-1606 War with Habsburgs

1595-1603 Mehmed III

1596

1603-39
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1603-17

1606

1609

1612

1613-35

1618

1617-18

1618-22

1621

1622

1622-23

1623-40

1624-28

1624-37

1632

1635

1637

1638

1639

Ahmed I

Zsitvatorok Peace with Habsburgs
Quelling Celalis

Capitulations to the Dutch

Rebel of Ma'noglu Fahreddin

Peace with Persia, withdrawal from Azerbaican

Mustafa I

Osman II

Invasion of Poland

Murder of Osman II

Mustafa I

Murad IV

Rebels in Anatolia; Anarchy in Istanbul
Strikes of Kazakhs on Black Sea coasts
Control of administration by Murad
Erivan Siege (26 July-8 August)
Control of Azov Castle by Kazakhs
Recapturing Baghdad (24 December)

Peace with Persia (17 May)
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1640-48

1640

1645-69

1648-56

1648

1648-87

1648-51

1649-51

1651-55

1656

1656-59

1657

1657-59

1661-76

1663
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Ibrahim I
Recapturing Azov

War with Venice; Invasion of Crete; Iraklion

Siege

Siege of Dardanelles by Venetians
Dethronement an murder of the Sultan
Mehmed IV, Hunter

Mother Queen Mahpeker‘s (Késem) rule

Control of Janissaries in Istanbul and Celali

pashas in Asian provinces
Anarchy in Istanbul; Blockage of Venetian

Assignment of Képrult Mehmed as the Grand
Vizier with great dictatorial authority (15

September)

Control of central and rural administration

again
Lifting Venetian siege (10 July)

Regaining the control in Wallachia and

Transilvania
Grandviziership of Koéprulii Fazil Ahmed

War with Habsburgs (12 September)



1664

1669

1672-76

1676-83

1677-81

1681

1683

1684

1686

1687

1687-91

1688

1689

War of Saint Gotthard (1 August), Vasvar Peace
(10 August)

Control of Kandiye, Peace with Venetians (15

September)

War with Polland, Annexation of Kaminiec with

Podolia, Zuravno Treaty (27 October 1676)
Grandviziership of Kara Mustafa

Competition with Russia over Ukrain, Conquest

of Cihr (21 August 1678)

French Attack on Chios (24 July)
Siege of Vienna (14 July-31 August)
Holy Union against Ottomans

Fall of Buda (2 September); Attendance of
Russia to Holy Union; Venetians’ landing on

Mora

Defeat against Habsburg army in Mohac¢ (12
August), rebels in the army; Dethronement of

Mehmed IV (8 November)
Siileyman II
Fall of Belgrade (8 September)

Austurians arrival in Kosovo; Russian attack

over Crimea
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1689-91

1690

1691-95

1691

Grandviziership of Koprulii Fazil Mustafa; tax

reformations
Recapturing Belgrade from Austrians
Ahmed II

Salankamen war; Death of Fazil Mustafa (19

August)

1695-1703 Mustafa II

1696

1696

1697

1699

1700

1703

1703-30

1709

1711
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Fall of Azov (6 August)
Counter-attack over Hungary

Zenta defeat of Ottomans(11 September)
1698-1702 Grandviziership of Képrili Huseyin

Karlovvitz Treaty (26 January)
Peace with Russia (14 July)

Rebels in the army; Dethronement of Mustafa II

(22August)
Ahmed III

Refuge of Swedish king XII. Charles (Charles
the Habitue)

Defeat of Petro I in Prut war by Ottomans (19-
21 July); Upheaval in Cairo, a new organization
in Mamelukes; Sibali dominion in Gebel-i

Lebanon



1712

1713

1714-18

1716

1717

1718-30

1718

1723-27

1730

1730-36

1730-54

1736-39

1739

Peace treaty with Russia: Reclaim of Azov

Charles XII turns back to Sweden. Rule of

Feners in Wallachia and Moldovia

War with Venice, Taking Morea back

War with Austria (24 April)

Fall of Belgrade (18 August)
Grandviziership of Damad Ibrahim Pasha

Passarovvitz Treaty with Austria and Venice (21
July): Recapturing Morea, Leaving important

parts of Wallachia and Moldovia to Austria

War with Persia, Ottoman invasion of

Azerbaican, Hamadan Peace (4 October)

Patrona Halil rebellion (28 September),
Dethronement of Ahmet III (1 October), End of

Lale term

Attack against Persia; Loss of Azerbaican and

western Persia
Mahmud I

War with Russia and Austria (16 June 1736-
September 1739)

Peace Treaty with Russia and Austria;

Recapturing Belgrade (18 September)
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1740

1743-46

1754-57

1757-74

1768-74

1770

1771

1773

1774-89

1774

1783

1787

1788

Expanding French Capitulations; Ottoman-

Swedish Allience against Russia
War against Narih Shah and Persia
Osman III

Mustafa III

War with Russian Empire (8 October 1768-21
July1774)

Russian fleet in the Aegean; Ottoman defeat in

Danube

Russian invasion of Crimea (24 June)
Ali Bey rebellion in Egypt
Abdiilhamid I

Treaty of Kticiik Kaynarca (21 July): Freedom of
Crimea Khanate and northern parts of Black

Sea from Ottomans

Annexation of Crimea Khanate by Russia (9

July)
War with Russia

Swedish war against Russia

1789-1807 Selim III

1792

1798
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Jassy Treaty (9 January)

Invasion of Egypt by Napaleon (2 July)



1804 Serbian rebellion
1805-48 Mehmed Ali administration in Egypt

1807 Fall of Selim’s reformations with a rebellion (29

May)
1807-1808 Mustafa IV
1808 Slaughter of Selim

1808-39 Mahmud II, the Legal

1808 Sened-i ittifak (29 September)

1811 Slaughter of Mameluke relics in Egypt by
Mehmed Ali

1812 Bucharest Treaty

1813 Calming the Serbian rebellion

1815 Operation against Ayan (Notables)

1820-1822 Operation against Tepedelenli

1821 Greek rebellion, Execution of Greek Patriarch
(22 April)

1 825 Calming the Morea rebellion

1 826 Abolishment of Janissaries

1827 Akkerman Treaaty with Russia (7 October),

Ottoman navy burnt in Navarin

1828 War with Russia

171



1 829 Edirne Treaty with Russia (14 September)

1830 Greek Independence (24 April)

1832 Konya war with Mehmed Ali

1833 Huinkar Iskelesi Treaty with Russia (8 July)
1838 Trade Treaty with the British (16 August)
1839 Nizib war (24 June)

1839-61 Abdiilmecid I

1839 Commence of Tanzimat with Gtilhane Hatt-1

Humayunu (3November)
1853-56 Crimea War

1856 Islahat Fermani (reformations edict) (18

February); Paris treaty (30 March)

1861-76 Abdiilaziz

1863 Abdulaziz’s visit to Egypt

1864 Memleketeyn union

1866 Crete Rebellion

1867 Young Ottomans community, Abdtilaziz’s visits
to Europe

1869 Opening of Suez Canal

1872 Grandviziership of Midhat Pasa (31 July)

1875 Financial collapse of Ottoman Finance
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1876

1876

1876-1909

1876

1877

1878

1881

1885

1896-97

1903

1908

1909-18

1911

1912-1913

1914

1918-22

1920

Dethronement of Abdulaziz, First Ottoman

Constitution

Murad V

Abdiilhamid II

Decleration of Kanun-i Esasi (5 February)
War with Russia (24 April)

Berlin Treaty (13 July)

Establisment of Diiyun-i Umumiye Office

Invasion of East Rumelia province by Bulgaria

(18 September)
Rebellion in Crete, War with Greece

Rebellion in Macedonia

Young Turks Reformation and promulgation of

1876 constitution again (23 July)
Mehmed Resad V

War with Italy (23 September-4 October)
Balkhan War

Outbreak of World War I

Mehmed Vahideddin VI

French mandate over Syria and Lebanon,

English mandate over Iraq and Palestine

173



1923 Declaration of Turkish Republic (29 October).

At this point, we believe that it is necessary to give
family tree of Ottoman dynasty with the history of the
Empire. For this purpose, Figure-1 given below presents the

family tree of Ottoman Dynasty!91.

191 Inalcik and Quataert, ibid., p. 17.
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0O S M A NLI HANEUDANTLI N 1IN s oY KUTUGTU
Osman I. Gazi
(0.1324)
]
Aldeddin Ali Orhan

(1324-1362)

Murad I. Hidavendigar
(1362-1389)

Bayezid I. Yildirim

Siileyman Pasa Halil

(0.1357)

Savei Ya'kub
(0.1389)

(1389-1402)

Silleyman Celebi Musa Celebi

(1411-1413)

Mustafa Siizme
(1421-1422)

Mehmed I. Kirisgi
(1413-1421)

isa Celebi
(1402)

il402—14ll)

Mustafa Kiigik
(1422-1423)

Orhan

Murad II
(1421-4‘.‘. 1446-51)

Aldeddin Ali Ahmed Mehmed II. Fatih
(0.1443) (0.1451) (1444-46, 1451-81)
M ustafa Cem Bayezid I1. Veli
(0.1474) (1481, 0.1495) (1481-1542)
Korkud Ahmed Sehinsah Alemsah Selim I. Yavuz
(0.1513) (0.1513) (0.1511) (0.1510) (1512-1520)
Siileyman Kanuni
(1529-1566)
Bayezid M ustafa Selim II. San Mehmed
(0.1561) ) (1566-1574) (0.1543)
Murad II1
(1574-1595)
Mehmed ITT
(1595-1603)
Mustafa I Ahmed I
(1617-18, 1622-23) (1603-1617)
ibrahim I. Deli Osman II Murad 1V
(1640-1648) (1618-1622) (1623-1640)
Siileyman 11 Mehmed IV Aver Ahmed 11
(1687-1691) (1648-1687) (1691-1695)
Ahmed IIT Mustafa I1

(1703-1730)

(1695-1703)

Mustafa I11
(1757-1774)

Selim 111
(1789-1807)

Abdiilhamid I
(1774-1789)

Mahmud 1
(1730-1754)

Osman 111
(1754-1757)

Mahmud IT Adli
(1808-1839)

Mustafa IV
(1807-1808)

Abdiilmecid
(1839-1861)

Abdiilaziz
(1861-1876)

Murad V
(1876)

Mehmed V Resad
(1909-1918)

Abdilhamdi IT
(1876-1909)

Mehmed VI
Vahideddin
(1918-1922)

Abdiilmecid Halife
(1922-1924)

Yusuf izzeddin
(0.1916)

Figure-1: Family Tree of OttomanDynasty
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11. Political Structure in the Rise of Ottoman

Empire

Many different claims have been made about the foundation
period of Ottoman Empire. Assertions about this period
can be divided in two groups. The first claim has been made
by H.A.Gibbons and his fellow researchers. According to
this claim, local Christian citizens converted to Muslim and
joined to a small community of 400 tents and this
community made up the roots of Ottoman Empire. Second
claim, asserted by Fuat Kopruldi, underlines that Ottoman
Empire was not a small community of 400 tents, but an
heir to political power which had roots in previous Turkish
states and was founded on a strong state tradition like

Seljuks192.

Osman Bey took over Karacahisar, Bilecik, Yarhisar
and Mudurnu. It was him who gave the name of emirate.
Osman Bey, first acted as the liege man of Cobanogullari
Emirate and raided to Byzantium, after a treaty between
these two parts, Osman Bey became a leader for such
raiders and continued his attacks. The politics of Ottoman
Emirate was conquering non-muslim countries which can
be explained by an Islamic based “gaza-jihad” concept. In

Oguz-Turcoman tradition this was called “alperen”

192 Stikra Karatepe, “Osmanli Devlet Yonetimi”, Osmanli1 Ansiklopedisi,
Istanbul: Agac Yayinlari, Volume 1, 1995, p. 43.
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(combatant for Islam)!93. This situation gradually forced
Osman Bey for independence. After the conquest of
Koéprthisar and Yenisehir, Turcoman population was
transferred to this area. Thus, Yenisehir became the center
of frontier emirate. But contrary to what is known, Osman
Bey did not declare independence at the end of XIIl.century.
Victories over Byzantium were effective in the path of
foundation of Ottoman Empire. Anatolian Seljuks State
under the dominion of Mongols was formally the ruling
power in the end of Xlll.century. The power of Mongols in
Anatolia can be seen after the official fall of Anatolian
Seljuks State in 1308. Ottoman Emirate gave yearly taxes to
Mongolian Empire and from time to time sent soldiers to

Mongols194.

Expansion of Ottoman Emirate continued with
conquest of Bursa one of the biggest Byzantine cities in
Marmara region in 1326. Expansion continued in Orhan
Bey’s time who took over after the death of Osman Bey who
died before the conquest of Bursa After a siege of 46 years
Bursa was taken over and was made the capital on 6 April
1326. Orhan Bey minted money and turned the emirate
into Ottoman State. The first silver coin was minted in

Bursa in 1327. Appearance of Bursa changed with

193 Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu (Editér), Osmanli Devleti Tarihi, Istanbul:
1999, p. 9.

194 Dogustan Giiniimiize Biiyiik Islam Tarihi, Istanbul: Cag Yayinlari,
Volume 10, 1995, p. 140.
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construction works!9>. Other important Byzantine cities in
Marmara region fell one by one after Bursa such as Iznik in
1331 and Izmit in 1337. Byzantine armies under the
command of Emperor III.Andronikos who wanted to stop
the advance of Ottomans were defeated in Pelekanon
(Maltepe) in 1329. In the time of Osman Bey, the lands

expanded only in Byzantium.

But in the time of Orhan Bey the state also continued
to expand in neighboring emirates. Thus, Ottomans had
acquired both the navy of Karesi Emirate and its qualified
commanders who knew important transportation points to
Rumelia. In 1354 Ottomans landed to Rumelia by using the
confusion between Palailogos and Kantakuzenos houses of
Byzantium. The first fort they conquered in Balkans was
Cimpe Fort in Gallipoli. After the death of Osman Bey, his
son Orhan Bey took over. Byzantium had an internal chaos
during that time. Kantakuzen asked for help from Orhan
Bey in exchange to Cimpe Fort. Orhan Bey defeated
Byzantine governors and used Cimpe as a base for
transition to Rumelial%. After taking over Iznik, Orhan
Ghazi coined Ottoman money with his signature. Although
it is considered as the first Ottoman money, latest

researches show that it was not Orhan Ghazi but Osman

195 Halil Inalcik, “Bursa”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 6, 1992, p. 446.
196 Feridun Emecen, “Kurulustan Kuctuk Kaynarcaya”, Osmanli Siyasi
Tarihi, Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu (Editér), Volume 1, p. 13.
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Ghazi who coined the first Ottoman money!®’. The Navy
was formed in the time of Orhan Bey and Ottoman Emirate
turned into the Ottoman Empire. The occasion which led
Orhan Ghazi to independence was the end of Roman
Seigniority of Temirtas Noyan and the voidness in the
administration of Anatolia. Death of Ilkhanian ruler
Ebudaid Bahadir Khan in 1335 led to an authority gap in
Anatolia. Orhan Ghazi fulfilled this voidness and Ottoman

Empire was born198.

After Orhan Bey, his son Murat I took his place (1326
-1389). Murat I continued the conquests in Balkans without
interruption. In 1363, Byzantium — Bulgarian army, aiming
to stop Ottoman advance, was defeated in Sazlidere near
Edirne and after this victory Edirne passed over to
Ottomans. This was the starting of a new era for Balkan
and European history!99. After a short time, united Magyar,
Serb, Bulgarian, Wallachian and Bosnian army willing to
take Edirne was heavily defeated near Edirne in the Battle
of Maritsa (1364). Ottomans were successful in taking over
Bulgaria, Greece and Serbia in short time. At the end of
14th century Ottomans had borders near Danube and

Belgrade. Efforts of Balkan countries and their European

197 fbrahim Artuk, “Osmanl Beyligi'nin Kurucusu Osman Gazi'ye Ait
Sikke”, Tiirkiye’nin Sosyal ve Ekonomik Tarihi (1071-1920), Ankara:
1980, p. 27-33.

198 Togan, ibid., p. 338.

199 Emecen, ibid., p. 13.
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supporters to stop the expansion of Ottomans were broken
down with the Battle of Kosovo (1389), Nicopolis (1396),
Varna (1444) and 2nd Battle of Kosovo (1448). Before the
Conquest of Istanbul, most of the Balkans, apart from some
port cities, Belgrade and its surrounding and Albania were
conquered by Ottomans. The treaty signed between
Dubrovnik (Rayuza) and Ottomans in 1365 took its place in
history as the first international treaty200. In this time, the
marriage between Germiyanoglu Suleyman Shah’s daughter
and Prince Bayezit, son of Murat I resulted in the transfer of
Kutahya, Tavsanli, Emet, Simav and Gediz regions as a
dowry. Also, Aksehir, Yalvac, Beysehir, Karaagac and
Seydisehir were bought from Hamitogullar1 Emirate by
Murat I for 80000 gold in 1374 and this made Ottomans
and Karamanogullari, who were considered as the
successors of Anatolian Seljuks, as neighbors. A rivalry
started between Ottomans and Karaman Emirate. Ottoman
Emirate gained the “state” title in the time of Murat I. Much
advancement took place in military system and state
organization201. Son of Murat I, Yildirim Bayezid I
(nicknamed “Thunderbolt”) (1389 - 1402) acceded to the

throne in 1389202, Murat [, in his reign of 27 years,

200 Ahmet Akglindiiz and Said Oztiirk, Bilinmeyen Osmanli, istanbul:
OSAV, 1999, p. 43.

201 Emecen, ibid., p. 15.

202 jlhan Sahin, “Kurulustan Fetret Devrine Kadar Osmanli Siyasi
Tarihi, Dogustan Giiniimiize Biiyiik Islam Tarihi, Istanbul: Cag
Yayinlari, Volume 10, p. 155.
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multiplied the lands he took from his father by five times
and reached 500.000 km?2. He constituted the Finance
Organization with the help of Candarli Halil Efe and

Karamanli Kara Riustem?293,

In the time of Yildirnm Bayezid, Anatolian Turkish
unity was established again204. But this rising into power
frightened Tamerlane who was preparing for a campaign
against China. Tamerlane, who did not want to leave such a
strong state on his west, by alleging the refuge Karakoyunlu
and Celayir rulers to Ottomans, declared war against
Ottomans and advanced up to Ankara. Bayezid I who sieged
Istanbul thereat, removed the siege and met with
Tamerlane's army in Cubuk Plain. The battle, known as
Ankara Battle, resulted with a heavy defeat for Bayezid I
since his Turkish tribe allies under his command betrayed
him. This was one of the biggest clashed between two
Muslim states. At the end of the war, Anatolian Turkish
Union formed with great efforts was ruined. Progress of the
state was halted and conquest of Istanbul was delayed for
half a century205. Tamerlane shared the state between Isa,
Musa, Mehmet and Stilleyman Celebi -sons of Bayezid I- and

Anatolian seigneurs retrieved their old territories.

203 Akgtindtiz and Ozturk, ibid., p. 43.

204 Sahin, ibid., p. 156.

205 Yusuf Halacoglu, “Ankara Savasi”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 3,
1991, p. 210-211.
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Dividing Anatolian territories among the sons of
Bayezid I commenced a new era for Ottoman history. The
era of power struggles between the brothers is called “Fetret
Era” (interregnum) (1402 - 1413). The struggle for power
between brothers is a reflection of Central Asia Turkish
culture. According to this tradition, every son of the

emperor has a right on the throne206.

Without doubt, Ottomans took their financial system
from the Ilkhanians known as Western Mongols. In the
foundation period of Ottomans, there were some frontier
tribes who were taxed by Ilkhanian State and Karaman,
Germiyanogullar1 and Hamitogullar1 were some of these
tribes established on the border of Byzantium and in
Anatolia. Orhan Bey also acknowledged Ilkhanian
sovereignity and paid taxes. Like the other tribes, Ottomans
did not rebel to llkhanians or in other terms to Mongols and
dealt with Byzantium and tried to expand borders. Although
Orhan Ghazi had minted the first silver money for himself
in 1327, financial and economic freedom of Ottomans was
gained with the death of Ebu Said Bahadir Khan in 1335.
In the time of Sultan Murad Hudavendigar, Kadiasker
(military lawyer) Candarli Kara Halil Efendi and Karamanl

Kara Rustem saw that the insufficiency of tribal system and

206 Sahin, ibid., p. 164-165. Also see Halacoglu, ibid., p. 210-211.
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the necessity of establishing a new state and laid the

foundations of Ottoman finance system?207.

Ottoman State used siyakat writing and numbers in
accounting records. Apart from this, they had some
financial terms used by Ilkhanians. Terms like ruznamce,
an-hizane, baz teslim,baz be-hizane, ber vechi malikane,
der-amed, resid, tahvil, muhassil, muhtesib are some these.
Seljuks and Ilkhanians used Persian in records but the
writing and numbers were in siyakat. Siyakat is a form of
writing which can be used only by experts today. This is an

important fact for the prevention of fraud208.

12. Economic Structure in the Rise of Ottomans

According to some historians of economics who assert that
some economic factors had an influence on the
construction of Ottoman State, Byzantium was in a state of
economic constriction and this resulted in a economic
relation between the rich industrial Byzantium cities near
Marmara sea such as Izmit, Bilecik, Iznik, Bursa, Alasehir
and Turkish people living on plains. Mustafa Akdag names
this as “Marmara Economic Unit”. Akdag asserts that

Marmara Economic Unit fed Ottoman State. He claims that

207 ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili; “Osmanli Devleti Maliyesinin Kurulusu ve
Osmanli Devleti ic Hazinesi” Belleten, Volume 42, P.165, p. 67-93.
208 Uzuncarsili; ibid., p. 67-93.
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changes in Rumelia and Anatolia were the causes of this

change?209.

But Halil Inalcik tried to refute the claims of Mustafa
Akdag by an article. Inalcik mentions that Akdag took some
“rumors” as the starting point and insists that there were
close relations between nomads, semi-nomads and settled
citizens because of “vital necessities”. But he finds making
this situation as the base of economic order and system for

the Ottoman State as wrong?210.

Turkish tribes in Anatolia engaged in farming and
raising livestock for a long time2!l. It can be said that
agricultural economic structure was effective in the
foundation period. In this time, agricultural economy kept
its importance and taxes based on agriculture were
important in financial administration of the state.
Classification of lands according to fief order was done in

the foundation period.

209 Mustafa Akdag, “Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun Kurulus ve Inkisafi
Devrinde Turkiye’nin Iktisadi Vaziyeti”, Belleten, TTK, 1949, p. 497-
571.

210 Halil Inalcik, Osmanli Imparatorlufu Toplum ve Ekonomi,
Istanbul: Eren Yayincilik, 1996, p. 140. Also see Halil inalcik, “Osmanl
Imparatorlugu’nun Kurulus ve Inkisafi Devrinde Turkiye’nin Iktisadi
Yapist Uzerine Bir Tetkik Muinasebetiyle”. Belleten, Volume XV, 1951,
p. 629-690.

211 Erol Zeytinoglu; iktisat Tarihi, Istanbul: Stiryay Strekli Yaymnlar,
1993, p. 100 etc.
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Researchers?212 who investigate agricultural
production of Ottoman State mention that agricultural
production was not efficient in meeting the urbanization
and exportation. The reason for the lack of exportation is
related to insufficiency of agricultural technology,
inconvenience of the lands and the climate and drought.
Insufficiency of farming made cattle breeding as the

additional means of existence.

It is also necessary to mention that the state took
taxes from both agricultural production and stock raising,
controlled the traffic of cereals for supporting the necessary
aliments and applied fixed prices. In this situation it can be
said that cities as the centers of commercial development
did not break off from the agricultural characteristics and
as a result, two kinds of urbanization was created. Bursa
was an example for one kind of urbanization as one of the
big cities detached from the agricultural production around
it and the other kind was small cities consisting farmers.
Trade was the means of existence in big cities detached
from agriculture and agriculture and stock raising were the

main sources in other cities.

In the first half of the XV century, we see Bursa as

the center of international trade. It is known that people

212 N. Unal Nalbantoglu; “Osmanl Tgplumunda Tarim Teknolojisi, Art1
Urtin ve Kent Ekonomisi, Tiirkiye Iktisat Tarihi Semineri, Ankara:
Hacettepe Universitesi Publication, 1972.
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from Genoese, Catalonia, Florence and Venice traded in
Bursa. Bedesten Bazaar by Orhan Gazi, Cotton Inn (Iipek
Hani) (made as a foundation for Yesil Mosque) by Celebi
Mehmed were important points of trade2!3. Ibn Battuta
visited Bursa in 1333 and commented as "a beautiful city

with lively markets and big streets"214.

13. Financial Structure in the Rise of Ottomans

The first financial structure of Ottomans was established by
Candarli Kara Halil and Karamanli Kara Ristem in the time
of Murad I. With the expansion in the borders, the financial

structure also developed215.

It will be beneficial to start the subject by an anecdote
to understand the viewpoint of Ottomans on taxing. The
following conversation takes place between Osman Bey and

a member of Germiyan family.

“Kadi (lawyer) is assigned. Stibast (soldier) is assigned. The
market is settled and sermon is delivered. These folks are
looking for order. Someone from Germiyans came and asked
them to sell the taxes of the market to him. The citizens
replied him to go to Osman Khan. That man went to the

Khan. Osman Ghazi asked: “What is a tax?” The man

213 Inalcik, ibid., p. 149.

214 Halil Inalcik, “Bursa”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 6, 1992, p. 446.
215 Yusuf Halacoglu, XIV.-XVII. Yiizyillarda Osmanlilarda Devlet
Teskilat1 ve Sosyal Yapi, Ankara: TTK, 1996, p. 64.
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replied: “I take a commission from whatever comes to the
bazaar”. Osman Ghazi: “How can you dare to ask for a
share from the things coming to the bazaar?” The man
answered: “My lord! This is a tradition. It takes place in
every country and the ruler has the right for this share”.
Osman Ghazi asked: “Is this a rule of God or is it ordered by
the lords?" The man answered: “It is a tradition my lord! It
came from the history”. Osman Ghazi got angry and said:
“How can one claim a share on other's earnings? The
possessor has the rights. What is my contribution in his
possession and how can I ask for a tax? Go away please!

Do not say me one more word. Because I may harm you”.

Upon this, the citizens: Oh our Khan! “It is a tradition to give
something for the ones who wait this bazaar.” Osman Ghazi:
“If you say so, whoever brings and sells a load of goods
gives two akcga. If he does not sell anything, then he must not
give anything. If someone breaks this rule, then may God
shatter his religion and world. If I give someone fief, no one
can take it away without any reason. It should pass to his
son. It should pass even if it is too small. His servants should
attend the military campaigns until he can attend the
campaigns. May God be with him who keeps this rule. If

someone from my descendants put a rule against this rule,
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may God not be with him"16, As it can be seen from this
anecdote, some terms as taxation and collecting taxes were

not clearly defined by Ottomans.

In the foundation period of Ottoman State between
1299 and 1453 many institutions were established and the
principles of financial administration were set out. While
structuring the financial administration of the state,
accounting system was also put into practice. It will be
beneficial to overview Ottomans’ political and financial
structure in the foundation period before continuing with

the practice of accounting system taken from Ilkhanians.

Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili mentions that Ottomans
took their first administrational system from Anatolian
Seljuks and Ilhanians. As the historians point out, the
Divan was the most important decision making unit in the
central structure of tribes. It is understood that the
padishah or his vizier directed the Divan. In Ottoman
Emirate, as it was in the Ilkhanians, viziers belonged to
ilmiye (scholar) class. After Osman Ghazi, administration of
the conquered lands was given to the commanders who

conquered them. Later, these regions were turned into

216 Finance Ministry, Osmanli Vergi Mevzuati, Ankara: Maliye
Bakanligi Arastirma, Planlama ve Koordinasyon Kurulu Baskanligi
Yayin No: 1998/348, Tturk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1999, p. 1.
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Sancaks (a subdivision of a province) and Kadis were

assigned them as rulers217.

It is understood that throughout XIV century Iran,
Syria and Cairo were superior to Anatolia in terms of
culture and state order. It is known that after the conquest
of Istanbul, superiority passed to Ottomans and scholars
moved to lands of Ottomans. For this reason, it is logical for
Ottomans to make use of Arabic and Ilkhanian state

system?Z218,

Throughout the first half of the XIV century Divan
administration taken from Ilkhanians was used and formed
accordingly219. At the beginning the Divan was congregated
under the padishah every morning. Apart from Veziri Azam
(Grand Vizier) and other viziers, Kazasker (military judge),
Defterdar (head of provincial treasury) and Nisanci (carrier
of the ruler’s signature) attended these meetings. Vezir-i
Azam dealt with military affairs, Kazasker with legal affairs,
Defterdar with financial affairs and Nisanci as the head
secretary of the divan dealt with affairs of land, appenage,
fief and timar. In the rise of Ottoman State, padishah
monitored the divan. After Mehmed the Conqueror, Vezir-i
Azam, also known as Sadrazam in later times, presided over

the Divan.

217 Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanli Tarihi, Volume 1, p. 126-127.
218 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 126-127.
219 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 501.
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In the administrational structure of Ottoman State,
beylerbeylik, sanjak, district and villages are the units from
the biggest to the smallest. Beylerbeylik is also known as
province. State expenditures and collected taxes were

distributed according to this structure.

It is natural to internalize the administrational
structure of Ilkhanians since Ottomans had close relations
and paid taxes to them. The most important document
showing that the Ottomans paid taxes to Ilkhanians for
centuries is Risale-i Felekkiye, one of the most important

teaching books of accounting?220.

Taxes were divided under two names as Ser'i and Orfi
taxes and there were 80 ser'i taxes. Teklif-i Orfiye (in the
time of Bayezid II) found 97 kinds of taxes under the name

of avariz tax?21.

At this point, a schematic projection of the taxes
practiced by the Ottoman Empire until the Tanzimat Edict

will be given222,

220 This work can be found in Hagia Sophia Library with id. no 2756.

221 Halacoglu, ibid., p. 65.

222 Erdogan Oner, Osmanli imparatorlugu ve Cumhuriyet Déneminde
Mali idare, Unpublished doctorate thesis, 1997.
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No Name of the Subiect Taxpaver Amount Time of Collector
Tax J pay and Rate payment

1 | Ser’i Taxes

A | Zekat (Islamic | Owned properties Every qualified Muslim 1/40 rate Once a year
Poor Tax)

B | Harac (as land
tribute)

a. | Harac-1 From the miri lands fixed
Muvazzaf used for agriculture

aa. | For the rent
of land
1. Resm-i Cift | Used lands Land owner muslims. As fixed for | Every year Timar or property
(Cift Akgesi) Imams and some civil each cift on March 1 owner or

servants are exempted. foundation.

2. Resm-i Lands given to the The cultivators of the land | Fixed for Every year Timar owner
Zemin registry by the each on March 1 (sipahi)
(D6ntm cavalier Doéntim
Resmi)
3. Resm-i Flour and olive mills | Mill keeper Fixed for Every year Timar owner
Asiyab on the lands of each mill on July 19
(Degirmen cavalier
Resmi)

bb. | Individual
taxes
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No | Name of the Subiect Taxpaver Amount Time of Collector
Tax J pay and Rate payment
1. Resm-i Residency in the Head of family who has no lands or less | In On March 1 | Timar
Bennak country than half cift, in other words those who different owner
(Bennak are capable to work but not working. rates
Resmi) Academicians are exempted.
2. Resm-i Residency in the Non married landless or little landed In On March 1 | Timar
Mtcerred country peasant different owner
ratios
3. Resm-i Equivalent of ¢ift | Non muslim farmer males Fixed On March 1 | Timar
Ispenc tax taken from owner
Muslims

4. Resm-i For the marriage | Her husband Fixed On marriage | Timar
Arus of women owner or
(Gerdek official
Resmi)
5. Resm-i Provisional Provisional settlers and those who do Fixed In winter Timar
Duhan settlement on not work in agriculture months owner
(Tattn land
Resmi)

cc. | Cezay1
Nakdi
Olarak
1- Resm-i Leave of land Farmer leaving his land Fixed In Timar
Cift Bozan Muharrem owner

month

2- Resm-i Agricultural Responsible farmer Fixed Timar
Cartim ve damage to land owner
Cinayet
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No | Name of the . Amount and Rate Time of Collector
Subject Taxpayer
Tax payment
b. | Harac-1 Revenue gathered from Verimine gbre gayri
Mukaseme Miri lands (agricultural safi hasilattan
products and fruits) 1/10’dan yariya
kadar
Osiir (Asar-1 Agricultural Products Muslim or non | According to yield On Timar owner,
Ser’iyye) Muslim Harvest Foundation or
subjects time Treasury
1. Resm-i Bag | Vineyards Producer From the product On Harvest | Timar owner,
between 10%-50% time Foundation or
Treasury
2. Resm-i Grape juice Producer From the product On Harvest | Timar owner,
Sira between 10%-50% time Foundation or
Treasury
3. Resm-i Fruit gardens Producer From the product On Harvest | Timar owner,
Bahce between 10%-50% time Foundation or
Treasury
4. Resm-i Vegetable products Producer From the product On Harvest | Timar owner,
Bostan between 10%-50% time Foundation or
Treasury
5. Resm-i Other fruits in vineyards Producer From the product On Harvest | Timar owner,
Fevakih between 10%-50% time Foundation or
Treasury
6. Resm-i Skep product Producer 10% for the product On Harvest | Timar owner,
Kovan time Foundation or
Treasury
7. Resm-i Bombyx mori cocoon Producer From the product On Harvest | Timar owner,
Harir between 10%-50% time Foundation or

Treasury
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No | Name of the Subject Taxpayer Amount and Time of Collector
Tax Rate payment
8. Resm-i Cotton Producer From the On Harvest Timar owner,
Penbe product time Foundation or
between 10%- Treasury
50%
9. Resm-i The number of meadows Producer In different On Harvest Timar owner,
Giyab mowed rates time Foundation
orTreasury
10. Resm-i Ag | Fish caught Producer In different On Harvest Timar owner,
rates time Foundation or
Treasury
11. Resm-i Head of house A cart of wood
Odun for each house
C | Taxes taken Animals
from animals
(Zekat-1
Sevaim)
1. Agdet-i Ovine (sheep and goat) Ovine owners Fixed for each Once a year Timar owner or
Agnam Treasury
2. Ondalik Ovine (sheep and goat) Ovine owners Fixed for each Once a year Treasury
Agnam Resmi
3. Yave Vergisi | Finding the lost animal Animal owner Fixed for the Bulundugu

(Kackan distance toprak sahibi
Resmi)
4. Otlak, Pasturing animals coming Herdsmen who Fixed for each Zembheri Timar owner or
Kislak yada from other places do not pay sheep or goat Treasury
Yaylak Resmi Ovine tax
5. Agil Resmi For constructing sheepfold At the Timar owner
(Yatak Resmi) on the lands of cavalier for entrance of

winter or production the fold
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No Name of the Tax Subject Taxpayer Amount and Time of Collector
Rate payment
6. Resm-i Canavar Pigs Non muslim For each pig At the end Timar
(Resm-i Hinzir) owners Fixed of harvest owner
(Treasury)
7. Zebhiye Resmi Slaughtered animals Owners of the For each Fixed | During the | Treasury
(Sercin Resmi) butchered slaughter
animals
8. Selamet Akcasi Dispatch of herds to Herd owner For each Fixed | During Treasury
(Gecit Resmi, Toprak Basti | Istanbul or transit transit
Parasi)
9. Agnam Baci Sheep trade in the market | Sellers Increasing for | During the | Treasury
each sheep purchase
D. | Cizye (Harac-1 Ruus) Non muslim males (for Matured non Fixed for three | Once a year | Treasury
protection and exemption muslim males classes
from the military service)
E. | Ihtisab Resmi Commercial transactions, Tradesmen and | Fixed Treasury
(Several bacs such as goods purchases craftsmen
Damga, Mizan evzan ve
ekyal, yevmiye-i dekakin,
bac-1 Pazar)
F. | Customs tax Internal or external goods Exporter or Rational or for | During the | Treasury
(Zekat-1 Asir) transfer importer each yuk transfer
Fixed
II. | Orfi Taxes

(Taxes collected with the
control of the Ruler)
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No Name of the Tax Subject Taxpayer Amount and Time of Collector
Rate payment
A. | Riisum-1 Orfiye Service fulfilled Beneficiaries Kad1 or
other civil
servants.
Timar
owner in
free Timar.
a. | lane-i Hukkamiye, Amounts given Beneficiaries Fixed or relative During Kad1 and
Bedel-i muibasiriye, during legal rates transaction other
kalemiyye, katibiyye, procedures, salaries officials
kethtidaiye, harc-1 of bailiffs, collector
defter, harc-1 and clerks etc.
mahkeme, yazici
akeesi, kaydiye harci,
ilam harci, ahar vekalet
harci, tahsildariye etc.
b. | Harc-1 reddiye, Taxes born from the | Contractor or Fixed or relative During Treasury
taahhud securities and jeweler rates transaction
undertaking bonds
of contractors and
bonded jewelers to
treasury and
property offices
B. | Tekalif-i Divaniye Immediate or war Heads of The share Yearly or Treasury
(Avariz-1 Divaniye, expenditures of the | Houses accrued from supernatural (Tevzi
Avariz Taxes) state (Privileged the General events such as | books)
provinces are distribution for | wars
exempted) each house or

individual
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No Name of the Tax Subject Taxpayer Amount and Time of Collector
Rate payment
a. | Imdadiye-i Seferiye When the treasury Heads of The share Yearly or for Treasury or
could not meet Houses accrued from extraordinary military official
campaign costs (Privileged the General cases as wars
provinces distribution for
are each house or
exempted) individual
b. | Imdadiye-i Hazariye When needed during | Heads of The share In two Treasury or
times with no Houses accrued from installments related
campaigns (salaries (Privileged the General administrators
of the staff, support | provinces distribution for
for campaigns, etc) are each house or
exempted) individual
c. | lane-i Cihadiye Temporary for Heads of The share In two Treasury
supporting Houses accrued from installments
campaigns (Privileged the General
provinces distribution for
are each house or
exempted) individual
d. | Avariz akcesi, Mukabele Temporary support Heads of The share In two Spent partially
akcesi, Menzil-i Mali, for soldiers in a Houses accrued from installments at location
residence expenditures, definite location for (Privileged the General Partially sent
Han, house and meadow their provinces distribution for to treasury
rent, Bedeli Nuizul, accommodation are each house or
Peksimet Bahasi, Zahire exempted) individual

Bahasi, Ulufe Bahasi,
Kumanya Bahasi, Tayinat
Bedeli, Taamiye v.b.
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No Name of the Tax Subject Taxpayer Amount and Time of Collector
Rate payment

e. | Rowman salary, Salaries of ship Heads of The share In two Spent partially
dockyard cost, personnel who sail and Houses accrued from the | installments | at location
Asakiri Bahriye, row the ship (Privileged General Partially sent
rowman Avarizi etc. provinces are | distribution for to treasury

exempted) each house or
individual

f. | Harc-1 ferman, harc-1 | Costs and tips of Viziers, | Heads of The share In two Related
evamir, kudumiye, messengers, governors Houses accrued from the installments | administrators
cevaiz, hediye who are assigned to (Privileged General
bahasi, kaftan other places or posts and | provinces are | distribution for
bahasi, tebsiriye-i taxes taken for exempted) each house or
mutade v.b. important fermans and individual

edicts

g. | Office expenditure, Collection of Heads of The share In two Related
horse expenditure expenditures of Houses accrued from the | installments | administrators
Transfer transferred officials and (Privileged General
expenditure, hand their clerks and families | provinces are | distribution for
over expenditures from the families exempted) each house or

individual
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14. Explanations about the Samples from the

Ottoman Empire Period

In this part of the study, 11 samples about jizyah,
foundation, matbah-1 amire and Sirket-i Hayriye have been
given. Information about the choice and structures of these

samples will be presented here.

Jizyah is a tax form collected from non-muslim
citizens living under the Islam states in turn of the
protection and exemption from the military service.
According to Islamic law, jizyah is taken in two forms. The
first one is regulated according to agreements with a fixed
amount which is called "maktu jizyah". The second one is
predetermined according to the financial status of the
individuals and is called “ale’r-riias”. Until the XVI century
this tax was generally called as “hara¢” (tribute). In the

later times jizyah or cizye-i ser’i terms were preferred.

The amount of the jizyah was defined by Seyhulislam
(the chief religious official in the Ottoman Empire) with a
fetwa and was announced by the sultan. According to this,
jizyah amenables were classified into three groups as ala,
evsat and edna. This grouping showed the rich, middle and

poor classes.

When a conquered land become a state of the
Ottoman Empire, the regional Kadi was responsible for the

census of the jizyah amenables and for recording them on a
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book. This book which included the jizyah amenables and
the amount of jizyah they were required to pay was signed
and sealed by both the officer in charge of census and the
Kadi. It was called “Defter-i Cizye-i Gebran” and was
referred to as the actual book. It was prepared in two
copies, to send one to the head (Dersaade-Istanbul) and the

other was kept in central office of Beylerbeylik.

The Ottomans exempted the women, the children, the
blind, the disabled, the unemployed and the poor according
to the Islamic law. However the widowers who inherited the
lands of their husbands were amenable to pay the jizyah

tax.

Once in three years an inspection called “nev-yafte”
(new emergence, newly appeared) was carried out. With this
inspection the death would be stroke off the record and
those who had been ignored and not registered due to any
reason and those who had reached the adulthood thus
becoming a tax payer were registered in the book of that
year under the name of “nevyafte”. In addition, attention
was paid in order not to decrease the tax payer number

which had been determined earlier.

The examples we provided belong to XV and XVI.
centuries and demonstrate that the jizyah collected by

jizyah collectors is passed to the Treasury.
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Jizyah payers have two other liabilities. These are the
extra sum paid to tax collectors as salary and “maiset”
(livelihood) and the money they paid under the names of
“resm-i hesap”, “Gcret-i kitabet” or “harc-1 muhasebe” for
the officers in the central jizyah office. In the XVI. century,
the tax collectors and clerk who accompanied them would
collect 1 akche from each house for their own behalf. They
were put on salary and the additional tax was abolished

under the Tanzimat Edict.

First of the three examples we provided about the
jizyah accounting which belongs to year 895 of the muslim
calendar (1473 of Gregorian calendar) and it involves the
accounting of the money claimed by the jizyah collectors in
Sophia and its surroundings and consigned to the Hazine-i
Amire (head treasury). The example was extracted form
Muallim Cevdet Manuscripts, number 091, sheet 444a,
page 864, Municipality of Istanbul.

The second and the third examples are about jizyah
accounting which belongs to year 945 of the muslim
calendar (1538-1539 of Gregorian calendar) and it involves
the accounting of the money claimed by the jizyah collectors
in Arhos and Gordos villages of Mora Peninsula and
consigned to the Hazine-i Amire. It is extracted from the
Ottoman Archives of The Prime Ministry, MAD (d), number:
6898, pages 100 and 101.
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Foundation can be defined as the dedication of a
person’s movable or immovable property to public benefit
eternally by detaching this property of his assets. The
document issued on a foundation is called “vakfiye”. While
the name for the person who practices foundation is
“vakif” (cognizant), the property is called “mevkaf”

(devoted). “Vakfiye”s are arranged before the Kadi.

“Vakif” (cognizant), appoints in his “vakfiye” a trustee
to administer the foundation. The trustee collects the
revenues of the foundation, spends them on what is
determined in his vakfiye and supervises the foundation
officers. If the trustee of the foundation had not been
specified in the vakfiye, a person competent for the task is

appointed by the Kadi.

There is another officer with a higher rank called
“nazir” (chief), who supervises the transactions regarding
the foundations, in the vakfiyes of Emperor’s and Sultan’s
foundations and certain large foundations. The trustee acts
in accordance with the directions of this chief and is

supervised by him if necessary.

The trustee is liable to the Kadi and Kadi has the
authorization to appoint another person to his post if he is
absent for a long term or maladministers the foundation.
Besides, in cases where the foundation transactions peak,

Kadi might appoint someone called “kaymakam-1
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miitevelli” (deputy trustee) to administer certain tasks of

the foundation.

In the period before the Tanzimat, records regarding
foundation accounting were kept in Haremeyn Accounting
Office, Haremeyn Tax Office, Small Foundations Accounting
Office and Anatolian Accounting Office which operate under

Bab-1 Defteri (Books Post).

Haremeyn Accounting Office and Haremeyn Tax
Office keep the records and monitor the accountings of two
holy cities (Mecca and Medina) and foundations possessed
afterwards. Every year accounting transactions of all
foundations under these offices are examined by
foundations inspectors and the original book is sent to

Head Accounting Office while the copy is kept.

Haremeyn Accounting Office under Darussaade
Aghas was in chare of dealing with the foundations of the
Emperor and the Sultan and those of Great mosques called
Selatin and tha salaries of people who worked there.
Haremeyn Tax Office mostly carried out the rental

transactions of foundation lands and buildings.

We have provided five examples on foundation
accounting within our study. First of them was a book of
Orhan Gazi Foundation which dates back to 859 of Muslim
calendar (1455 AD). [Note: a presentation article was

written by I Hakk: Uzuncarsii on the Persian vakfiye of
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Rabi' al-awwal 724 (1324 of Gregorian calendar) of Orhan
Gazi. Vide Belleten, Volume V, Number: 19 p. 277-288]. The

original copy of the book which is composed of 12 sheets is
in Cyril Methodius Library in Sophia (Bulgaria) and
registered in the number 27/34 of OAC (Oriental Archives
Collection) Fund. Photocophy and transcription of it can be
found in the book prepared by Necati AKTAS-Seyyid Ali
KAHRAMAN named as Ottoman Documents in Bulgaria
[Bulgaristan'daki Osmanlt Evraki, p.139-170, Ankara 1994].
The sample we provided here shows the pages between lb-
4b and 10a-12a sheets of the book. Since the number of
samples belonging to the foundation period of Ottoman
Empire is restricted in number, this document dated 1455
has a great importance for the history of accounting. The
expression "Ciimletan" taking place at the end of book also
occurs in Risale-i Felekiyye [See Risale-i Felekiyye, sheet

31].

The second sample about foundation accounting
belongs to Atik (Old) mosque in Edirne covering a period of
11 months between 1 Ramazan 894 [19 July 1488] - 30
Receb 895 [19 June 1489]. It can found in Istanbul
Municipality, Muallim Cevdet Manuscripts, Atattirk Library,
Nr. 091 between pages 139 / 277. Also see Omer Lutfii
BARKAN, Belgeler, Volume I, Issue 1-2, p. 299-300.
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The third sample belongs to Haremeyn [Mecca -
Medina] in Thesssalonika and Yenice-i Vardar covering
between the dates 18 Sevval 1080 - 29 Sevval 1081 [11
March 1670 - 10 March 1671]. It can be found in Prime
Ministry Ottoman Archives under the code of D.HMH(d)
with number 21363.

The fourth sample is from the Kemankes Ahmed Aga
mescid foundation near Laleli Cesme in Istanbul. It covers
the dates 1 Cemaziyelahir 1132 [10 April 1720]- 30
Cemaziyelevvel 1133 [1 April 1721] and can be found in
D.HMK(d) with number 21363.

The fifth sample is from an accounting of a farm. This
book can be found in Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives
under the code of D.HMH(d) with number 218233 and
shows the agricultural products, cattle, losses and expenses
of the Cifteler farm of Emirdag district of Karahisar-1 Sahip
[Afyon] province between 7 November 1830 and 8 November

1831.

Matbah-1 Amire, is term which means royal kitchen.
Food was prepared here for four to five thousand people
every day. This number reached even ten to fifteen
thousand during some official or special days. There was a
spare spot where the food of the Emperor was cooked and it

was called “Matbah-1 Has” (special kitchen).
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The person with the highest position in the Matbah-1
Amire was called the “Matbah Emini” (head of the kitchen).
He had one assistant and two clerks. Matbah Emini was in
charge of all the food consumed and the provision of the
kitchen equipment. “Pazarcibas1” (head shopper) carried

out the purchase of kitchen supplies.

All the comestibles required for the feeding of the
Emperor and all other personnel were kept in the storage
house of the Court. “Kilercibas1” (head of the storage
house) was in charge of it. Head of the storage house or
cellar was responsible for keeping documentation of
comestibles and cooking expenditures and also following
the preparation of the food for the Emperor, his house and
palace personnel. Expenditure clerks kept the book of food

bought for the royal kitchen.

Accounting of Matbah-1 Amire cellar was done every
year and other supplies and materials were passed over and
for this take over a bonus was given to cellar and kitchen

personnel under the name of “devriye”.

The main books of Matbah-1 Amire were purchase,
expenses, cellar, salaries and expenditures. Apart from
these books, there were also daily, monthly and yearly
purchase books in which documentation of other materials
and goods were kept. Also, the Emperor’s private kitchen

was separately recorded. When the Head of Matbah-1 Amire
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left his office, he would pass the duties to the newcomer

and close all his accounts.

The sample about Matbah-1 Amire accounting shows
the documentation of supplies used in royal kitchen in
Zilhicce month of 1269 (12.06.1469-10.07.1469). The
sample can be found in Kamil Kepeci classification of Prime
Ministry Ottoman Archives with number 7270 between the
pages 3-4, 20-21 and 22.

Sirket-i Hayriye is the first maritime lines company
established in Ottoman State. Foreigners in Istanbul
generally resided in Buyukdere region and for transporting
to the center, with the order from the state, allocated two
steamboats working reciprocally. The state took this duty
from foreigners by allocating a steamboat from Tersane-i
Amire (shipyard) to the Bosporus in 1850. In the same year
a joint stock company under the name of “Sirket-i
Hayriye” was founded. Most of shares were shared among
the Emperor Abdilmecid and his ministers and other high
ranked officials. With the establishment of this company
and regular steamboat services, the Bosporus gained
importance and many improvements took place. New ports
were constructed in time with demand and possible

facilities were served to the public.

After serving for 94 years, Sirket-i Hayriye was

transferred to Maritime Lines Office of the Ministry of
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Transportation in 1944. At the present, it continues its life

under Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality.

The samples of Sirket-i Hayriye (it is a single sample
but since it covers several different pages from the same
record, plural form is preferred) are accounting summaries
showing all the income and expenses status of the company
in August of 1854. This sample can be found at Prime
Ministry Ottoman Archives, Irade Dahiliye, MMS, number
251. The second part of the sample is the budget of Sirket-i
Hayriye of 1854-1855. This part of the document can be
found in a book called Bogazicinde Asirlik Seyahat-
Belgelerle Sirketi Hayriye (Travel in Bosporus for a century:
Sirketi Hayriye with documents) by State Archives General
Directorate, pages 119-120.

15. Accounting Record Samples from the era of

Foundation

In this section, general information about accounting record
books which were used as samples in our study is given.
The information given here will not be repeated under other

headings in this second part of the study.
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150. Jizyah Accounting Office Catalogue (628):

As one of the basic revenue sources of Ottoman Empire,
jizyah was collected from male population of non-muslim

minority.

It was known as “harac” until XVI century. Collectors
of this tax were known as “haraci1” or “haraci” and in later
times as “jizyahdar”. Jizyah is ser’i tax which requires

special attention in collection and expenditure223,

This tax in return for the protection of non-muslims
and the exemption from military service was not taken from
the clergy, children, women, old, disabled and some civil

servants.

The amount of jizyah was not the same in every
region of the empire. Also, the collection procedures were
not the same for all regions. Jizyah tax was not defined for

the person, but for the house in some places like Cyprus.

Jizyah was categorized as a’la, evsat and adna in
accordance to the power of the taxpayer. Defining the tax in
different amounts was because of the financial situation of

the taxpayer. It was collected either as goods or in cash.

The study was made under the light of the
information given here with samples from the Ottoman

Archives of Prime Ministry.

223 Halil Inalcik, “Cizye (Osmanlilarda)”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 8,
1993, p. 45.
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Ottoman Archives of Prime Ministry consist of records
of books in Sultanahmet Library. Their catalogue numbers
start with 26561 and finish with 27415/34. The first book
was written in 966 and the last is written in 1250 in
Muslim calendar. Some of the names of books in this entry
according to their styles are: Erkam, cizye-i gebran,
muhasebe, muhasebe icmal, havalat, bakaya and mtfredat
etc. These books were generally kept in siyakat writing.
Divan numbers are used from time to time. Sometimes,
under the title of “minha et-teslimat”, jizyah expenditures
are given. The places where the jizyah is spent is given in

details.

A’la, evsat and edna types of jizyah are shown
separately. These expressions are encoded with several
symbols. Apart from this, history of the minority is written
and physical description of the individuals is made as: “tall,

black eye browed, with hazel eyes, chubby faced etc.”.

Also the names of the bailiffs who kept these books
and their duties are given. At the end of the book, the total
amount of jizyah is calculated and it is signed by the kadi.

It is possible to find out physical appearances of non-
muslims, their population and addresses from jizyah books.
It is also possible to understand from where the
expenditures of the state are met and on what items the

money is spent.
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151. Haremeyn Accounting Office Catalogue (614):

There are 665 books kept which are mostly about
accounting practices in the Sultanahmet Library of Prime
Ministry Ottoman Archives for the years of 966-1250

Muslim calendar.

In these books, it is possible to find information about
accounting of the foundations and lands related to
Haremeyn Accounting Office and records about Mecca and
Medina cities and their populations. Every year these
accountings were recorded to this entry, given to the Head

Accounting Office and a copy of them was kept at the office.

Foundations kept under record were as follows:
Foundations of the Sultan, Mother Sultan, prince, Head of
Dartissade, viziers, pashas (generals), Medina and Egypt,
saints, individual foundations in service of Medina and their
tevcihat transactions, Grand Viziear and Seyhtlislam

foundations.

Information about the belongings of above mentioned
foundations such as shops, rooms, inns, houses, etc and
rents of these properties and their tenants can be found in

these books.
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152. Great Ruznamce Office Book Catalogue (627):

The head of Treasury, under the finance office, was called
“Ruznamce-i Evvel”. The Ruznamce office under his
command was responsible for recording jizyah, mukataa
and mevkufat. Also, salaries of the secretaries of the sultan,
cesnigir and ulufeli officers were paid by this office and
incoming and outgoing money, gold, silver and cloth were
recorded. Apart from this, daily briefs of the finance office
were controlled and reports known as “ruznamce

temesstkll” were kept by this office.

153. The Head of Accounting Office Book
Catalogue (596-612):

The head of accounting was consisted of offices which were
responsible for controlling financial accounts altogether
under one administrator. The duty of the office was similar
to today’s Auditing Department. The head of the office was
called “Head accountant”. All the incomes, expenditures
and mukataat of the empire were kept by this office. Apart
from three offices, which were Malikane, Muhallefat and
Zimmet, records of 103 eminlik were controlled from this
office. Financial administration of Tophane, Matbah,
Tersane, Arpa, Baruthane, Nuzul, Bina, Odun, Kagit,
Darphane, Peksimet Eminligi etc. and treasuries, vaivodes

and mukaataas were also under the responsibility of this
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office. There were also Esham and Zecriye entries in the
main accounting book. It would be necessary to give

information about these entries.
a. Esham Entry:

Esham was the name for debt bonds issued in the time of
Mustafa III. Later, this name was used for every kind of
debts.

b. Zecriye Entry:

In the borders of Ottoman State, non muslims dealt with
production of alcoholic beverages. Transportation and trade
of these alcoholic drinks were also done by non muslims.
Some percentage of tax was taken from the production and

trade of it.

Alcoholic beverages were transported to centers and

given to pubs in certain places.

There are 298 Zecriye Entry books in Prime Ministry
Ottoman Archives Sultanahmet Library with the entry
numbers of 20259-20555. These entries cover the years of
1206 and 1254.

Every specific details of alcoholic beverage production
and trade were covered by these books such as: production
locations, names of the workers in these factories, workers

and owners of the pubs, names of the ships used for the
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transportation and their crew, foreign ships carrying

alcoholic beverages and the amounts transported.

154. Anatolia Accounting Office Book Catalogue
(629):

Anatolia Accounting Office books start with 24519 general
entry number and finish with 25362. There are 844 books
about this entry and cover the Muslim calendar years of

989-1250.

General traits of Anatolian Accounting Office can be
counted as follows: Control of tevliyat accounts in several
places in Anatolia, salary records of the officers working in
foundations, information about soldiers in various forts in
Anatolia and their salaries, foundations and salaries of
retired soldiers from foundations and mukataas, salary

records of officers in Anatolia and Rumelia mukataas.

155. Mines Mukataa Office Book Catalogue (622):

There are 555 entries in Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives
Sultanahmet Library covering the Muslim calendar years of

948-1256.

Various sum uplists of mukataas, lending of mines,
judgments and licences, incomes and expenditures of

mukataas, jizyahs from Wallachia, Moldavia and gypsies,
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various customs taxes, coffee tax from mukataas in Izmir,
incomes and expenditures of Edirne and Duhan customs

office were controlled by this office.
There were five sub branches of mine mukataa:
- Moldavia Jizyah,
- Duhan Funds,
- Wallachia Jizyah,
- Istanbul Customs Office,

- Gypsy Jizyah.

156. An Accounting Record Sample from the

Foundation Period

The foundation period of Ottoman Empire covers the years
of 1299-1453. In this period Ottomans newly started to
form and establish the organization of the state. Because of
this reason and also from many fires and deformations,
many records from this era cannot be used. Only some
documents and accounting records about some foundations
from the time of Orhan Ghazi were found. Only one sample
will be presented from this era. The reason for this
restriction is presented above. Although this sample was
handled in the time of Mehmed the Conqueror, it gives

information about Orhan Ghazi foundation. Several pages
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form the beginning and end of the book are given here. The
reason for this is the volume of the book. Some segments

are chosen.
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Orhan Bey Foundation Sample in Siyakat Writing:
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Translation of Orhan Bey Foundation with Arabic letters;
(1b)

U
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(2a)
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(2b)
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(3a)
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(3b)
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(4a)
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(9b)
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(10a)
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(10b)
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(11a)

[ ]
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(11b)
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(12a)
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English form of Orhan Bey Foundation:

[1b]

Seki village with its vineyards is a foundation of the ruler Bayezid.

revenues are transferred to the medressah built by Orhan Bey, its miiderris
(lecturers), hafiz (Koran reciters), tiirbedar (tomb guardians) and its other
expenses. Revenues and expenditures of Muslim calendar 859 [AD 22

December 1455-11 December 1456].

House
Mornar

House
His brotherTodoros

House
His son Mihal

House
Mihal Deri

House
Manol Kortek

House
Yorgi Kagiyani

House
Nikola Okstiz

House
Elmiyadi

House
Karafnoz

House
Perod Priest

House
Goraz

House
Mihal Elenori

House
Yani Ilyanos

House
Yani Pavlov

House
Mihal Kortek

House

House
Priest Dimitri

House
Samara

House
Yorgi His son

House
Dimitri Kagiyani

House
Duce

House

Priest Kesarnor Yorgi Enilyanor

House
his son Yorgi

House
Priest Todona

House
Fot

House
his son Yani

House
Duzmal

House
Yakovan

House
his son Todorazi

House
Selensor

House
Priest Yani

House
Mihale

House
Yani Karon

House
Yorgi Kortek

House
Mathos

House
Yorgi {linaki

House
Yani Oksiiz

House
Ogen Manol

House
Belgaroz

House
Kosta Tolatakina
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[2a]

House
Leskeri

House
Manol Toma
Serdoz

House
Dimitri Serdoz

House
Priest Yorgi

House
Nikola Korgosi
Vardoko

House
Priest Mihal
Andrenika

House
Losta Andrenika

House
his son ToncaRazis

House
Papa

Kacgara

House
Todor Maskak

House
Cederaz
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House
his son Yani

House
Yorgi Atros
House

Yani kala

House
his sonTedoraz

House

Yorgi Papa Nikola

House
Manko Yani

House
his sonTodor

House
Razis

House
ogli Manol
House

Kagaras

House
his son Mihal

House
his son Selesnor

House
Hiristanor
House

Monotefnor

House
his son Var

House
Mihal Kalfor Fenor

House
Mihal Kagiyani

House

Tedor Andrenika

House
his son Yani

House
Lengenos
House

Mihal Episder

House
Kostafili Episihi

House
Yani Lipojo

House
Nikola
House

Logara

House
Ermadagoz

House

Tedor

House
Yorges

House
Marnos

House
Karmenol

House
Mihal
House

Adrenos

House
Agalovas



House House House House

Barbanos Mihal Pazano his son Mihal Mana
Semera

House House House House
Todora Babagi Kosta Derzi Todor Vakiyekor Todoraz
Toma

House House House House
Mihal Eklimat Luna , widow Kande Yorkina Lareni,
widow

House House House House

Kagiyani, widow Balla Luna, widow Kalya Epsihine , widow Lemizine , widow
House House House House

Havisena , widow Makrimina, widow Marmarina, widow Eklemedina,
widow
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[2b]

House House House House
Lekerna , widow Frudo, widow Istefanina , widow Kanadiya , widow
House House House House
Pericabadiya , widow  Forkina , widow Mikoforena , widow Muskina, widow
House-Married Single Widow

90 7 16

Estimated tax of the village is nineteen thousand > B\ akges

according to the decree of the padishah. o

For the controller, that is the Kadi, a thousand two hundred akces
For the commission tax collector four hundred akces
To Altunboga oglu Ismail for his timar previously owned by Istanbul tekvur

(Byzantine governor) a thousand akges

Expenditures from the estimated harac

Miiderris Mevlana Yegan Nazirhik fki hatib
Wage Wage Yearly Wage
30 3 1000 3
Muslihuddin  Halife Yusuf Hasan Semseddin Hoca
Wage Wage Wage Wage
1 1 1 1
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Ali Hafiz Ahmed Veled-i Sat1 Sofi Ali Turbedar-1 Orhan

Bey
Wage Wage Wage Wage
Yearly
1 1 1 1 1.000
Veled-i Nasrullah ~ Miiezzin Mustafa Miiezzin Ismail
Yearly Yearly 1
260 540 Soldier
16
Wage
53
[3a]
All -Total
Yearly expenditure nineteen thousand akce
Announced
Evkaf 1

It is about the revenues and expenditures of foundations and medressah of
Orhan Bey in Bursa between the dates of Muslim calendar 859 [AD 22
December 1455-10 December 1456].

Galya village, also known as Karacaagac is a foundation of deceased rahmetli
Orhan Bey in Bursa.

House House House House
Yani Todoraz Nikola Anisnos Anibal Panos Yorgi
272 272 272 238
House House House House
Verenkos Kanelis Yani Kosta
272 442 272 404
House House House House
Nikola Vasil Kosta Eflah
272 272 472 272

251



House
Gavala
272

[3b]

House
Yani
272

House
Demiirci
102

House
Mihal
272

House
Harnos
272

House
Hiristelo
238

House
Filos
272

House
Harudi
102

Elliciler
House
Kirilos
Couple
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House
Kolari
444

House
Koskofor
272

House
Tekfur
408

House
Ekleki
272

House
Eklanus
272

House
Tekfur
272

House
Babekos
272

House
Papa Yani
136

House
Elanos
Couple

House
Kalafad
272

House
Panos
600

House
Bertoros
272

House
Dimitri
272

House
Yorgi
272

House
Dimitri
408
House
Hiristolos

272

House

Papa Kalinos

170

House
Bordiver
Couple

House
Nesudi
272

House
Esilyanos
408

House
Vasdigar
40

House
Konali
282

House
Morilos
170

House
Yorgi
272

House
Kofos
272

House
Kostandil
272

House
Kamazenos
Couple



House
Hiristani
Couple

House
Asilyanos
Couple

[4a]

House
Krikos
Couple

House
Logara
Couple

House
Manol
Couple

House
Beram
Couple

House
Danili
Couple

House
Papa Istibsos
Couple

House
Mihal
Couple

House
Fondekas
Couple

House
Ormeno
Couple

House
Lipos
Couple

House
Sekede
Couple

House
Foknos
Couple

House
Hrofes
Couple

House
Kosta
Couple

House
Papa Dranovi
Couple

House
Iskolard
Couple

House
Comlekgi
Couple

House
Dimitri
Couple

House
Erkeros
Couple

House
Kefalig
Couple

House
Karakolos
Couple

House
Papa Telegoros
Couple

House
Vasili
Couple

House
Kamenos
Couple

House
Nikola
Couple

House
Lahna
Couple

House
Kostafor
Couple

House
Sekede
Couple

House

Kenhustos

Couple

House
Drano
Couple

House
Istradi
Couple

House
Mihal
Couple

253



Azadlular

House House House House
Kethuda Ali Mihal Yani Andronikos
50 50 50
House House House House
Murad Rosali Isa Ahmed his
son Ali
50 50 50 50
House
Yani
Toplam
Balikgilar Elliciler Azadlular
House House House
45 41 10
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[9b]

Mukataa revenue of shops and foundation of Orhan Bey:

The number of shops in Bursa is two hundred forty seven.
From the rents and mukaata revenues three thousand twenty nine akge is
gathered.

Total is forty seven thousand one thousand one hundred forty eight akges yearly.

Revenues of tannery, baths and zaviyes: Eighteen thousand three hundred and four
akges

From Caravanserai From the mills monthly fifty ak¢e From Dinks monthly sixty
Yearly Yearly Yearly
Nineteen thousand akge Six hundred akge Seven hundred twenty akge

Total
Yearly revenue of Orhan Bey imaret: 166.305
One hundred sixty six thousand three hundred and five akges
166.305

This revenue is out of Seki revenue.
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[10a]

Payments made to the foundation workers and clergy

Alaeddin Muslihiddin ~ Veled-i Begir ~ Sermahfil Muhyiddin
2 2 2 2 2

Hasan Ali Hoca Hafiz Siileyman , imam Veled-i Ali ~ Salahaddin

2 2 2 2 2
Veled-i kilerci Mu‘id Veled-i Mevlana Hasan Ibrahim Hoshan
2 2 2 2 2

Abdiilvehhab Kemal Imam-1cAmi’ Mevlana, muarrif  Veled-i Hatib

2 2 2 2 2
Emir Hasan Yekrek , katib  Yazia Halife Sinan  Mehmed
60 60 60 60 60
Miiezzin Emir Yavasca Murad Fakih  Veled-i Benna Veled-i Serif
60 60 60 60 60
Semseddin Kara Kastm  Ulvi Haci Siileyman Seyyid Ahmed
60 60 60 60 60
Veled-i Ivaz ~ Kemal Kallak Cerag-1 Miiezzin Balaban Cemali
60 60 60 60 60
Cavid Hizir Emir Seyyid  Seyh Ali Seyyid Ahmed
60 60 60 60 60
Sofi ~ Mehmed Sakir Veled-i Imam-1¢gerdg Mevlevi Muallim Husam
30 30 30 30 30

Veled-i Sat1 Mehmed Miiezzin Veled-i Mentese Antebi Veled-i Miimin
30 30 30 30 30
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[10b]

Karaca Katib Veled-i Seyfullah Hasan Haci  Besir Husam
30 30 30 30
Abwidowlah Veled-i Ensari Ser mabhfil Veled-i Kuyumcu
30 30 30 30
Mahmut Sinan Pir Miiezzin
20 20 15 15

/.6@

&
éé@ o® 4@&\\&\

Every month: Three thousand two hundred eighty akce

Yearly
39.336 akge

Payments made to the foundation workers and clergy and educational
expenditures

Nezaret Miiderris Seyh-i zaviye Birader-i Mevlana

1.200 300 30 150
Hatib Imam Katib Muallim Mevlana Miimin
120 60 30 60 60
Miiezzin Ulvi Vekil-i harc Cabi Kilerci

60 210 180 20 90
Anbara Nakib Yusuf Nakib Mahmud Hasan

90 60 60 120
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Ilyas Hizir Pasa Yigit

120 30 75

Hamza Meremmetci Halil
60 30 60

[11a]

Doorman Stableman Cleaner
60 20 50

Other cleaner Miiteveddati Od-1kiyye
30 15 10

Ismail
60

Karaca
30

Potter
33

Number of employees is thirty three Number of hafiz is sixty eight. Their

wage is
Three thousand nine hundred fifty three ak¢es monthly,
three thousand two hundred eighty akge

Yearly Yearly

Forty seven thousand four hundred eighty akge
three hundred akge

Yearly
47.480

Total

one hundred forty akge,

Thirty nine thousand

Nazir , miiderris , hafiz, foundation workers and clergy
Eighty six thousand seven hundred seventy akce

Miitevellilik

Miitevelilik
Miitevellilik
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Mevlana Kadi, monthly eight hundred akge, Mevlane Kadi yearly

Yearly nine thousand six hundred akge nine thousand six hundred akce
Baha i

Baha
For wood, food, bread monthly three hundred For meat, three and half batman daily
at twenty
Twentyfive akge Yearly 1.900 akge seventy akce. Monthly two thousand
one hundred akge.

Yearly Yearly

Three thousand nine hundred akce Twenty five thousand two hundred akce
Teffth
Yearly
900 akge

Expenditures for wheat grinder, tinsmith, wood cutter, oliveoil, linseed, cotton and
for stableman, breadmaker and etc. is one hundred and twenty seven akge. It makes one
thousand five hundred twenty akge yearly.

[11b]

TOTAL OF SUMS

Payments made to foundation workers and clergy according to book records

And other expenditures: One hundred thirty four thousand eight hundred twenty eight
134.828

Remainder

The remainder after service, feast and etc expenditures
Thirty one thousand six hundred seventy seven
31.677

17 mud 1 kile White rice from Alisar and Yenice
Has been spent for Iméret-i Amire.
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Land revenues of Orhaniye imareti

Imaret-i Orhaniye

Wheat
Three hundred forty nine mud thirteen kile

From that

Twelve kile for bread daily, monthly ~ Three kile for meals daily
eighteen mud. It makes yearly wheat, Yearly
Two hundred sixteen mud Fifty four mud

Camegi [Given as subsistence]

Given to Seyh and other clergy
One hundred eleven and half mud

Total expenditure
Three hundred eighty one and half mud

Total
Barley and oat are 64 mud 9 kile. 48 mud of this is given to foundation workers and

clergy.
The remaining part is spent for the guests.
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[12a]

Seven mud one kile came from Alisan arg but it was generally 60-70 mud before. 10
mud rice would be taken from Yenice village arg.

General
For the supervision of Kadi:

Supervision

Forty mud wheat Barley, oat thirty mud eighteen kile
Value value
2.400 764

Regency from non muslims of Seki village is one thousand two hundred akge and forty
akge from daily imaret makes a total of :
14.901

o "
%\\b \°°ﬂ'>

For trustee Bursa Kadisi thirty eight mud fifteen kile wheat.
Value
2.340
Twenty seven and half akge from daily imaret is spent.
Yearly total is nine thousand six hundred akge.

o
RO
Total
18.532
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Harac 1
Fixed with the seal of the Sultan
Nineteen thousand akge

Fees has been high
Since the cereals were not good quality

Total
18.532

Fixed tax according to Sultan
berat nineteen thousand akge

Since production was not good this year
expenditure is more than revenue

Total
18.532

Bulgaristan'daki Osmanli Belgeleri - Orhan Bey Vakiflar1 , BDAGM. Osmanli Arsivi
Yaymlari, No: 7, p. 141-158 Ankara 1994.

Above given sample is a long foundation record. For
this reason, only a short part of the sample is given. (...) is
placed where necessary to show that subject is continuing.
Contemporary form of the accounting record is not given

since it would take a long place.
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2. GROWTH OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE
20. General Information

After the death of Murad II in 1451 and ascension of his
son Mehmet to the throne, Ottoman State turned into a
“Empire”. In the advancements from this point on, the
country gained a hugeness which cannot be defined with
the term of a "state". It must be strongly expressed here
that the term “empire” cannot be denoted as "imperial” or
“colonist”, which are late European definitions, but as a
covering term for ethnical and social structure of the state
and its understanding of global politics, central

administration and sovereignty224.

This era includes the development era of Ottoman
State which turned the country into an empire. As it is
known, historians assume as the growth period between
1453 - 1579. These dates signify the conquest of Istanbul
and death of Sokullu Mehmet Pasha?25.

Between 1453 and 1579 seven emperors ruled the
Empire. These are Mehmed the Conqueror between 1444-
1446 and 1451-1481, Bayezid II between 1481-1512, Selim
I, the Grim between 1512-1520, Kanuni Sultan Suleyman

224 Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu, Osmanli Devleti ve Medeniyeti Tarihi,
Istanbul: Osmanli devleti ve Medeniyeti Tarihi Serisi No: 1, Yildiz
Matbaacilik, 1994, p. 22.

225 Oktay Guivemli, Muhasebe Tarihi Volume 2, 2. Press, Istanbul:
Suryay Surekli Yayinlar A.S., 2000, p. 47.
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between 1520-1566, Selim II between 1574-1595, Murad III
between 1574-1595 and finally Mehmed III between 1595-
1603226,

The most prominent incident in the growth era is the

conquest of Istanbul.

It can be seen that Ottomans had power on European
affairs in the growth era. Ottomans with the Habsburg
Dynasty in Germany and Spain and Moscow tsardom had
great influence on European affairs. Implementation of laws
and reforms meticulously resulted in an ideal state of the

era.

It was Murad III who had the throne when the growth
period came to an end. After his death in 1595, his son
Mehmed III ascended to the throne. Mehmed III who
ascended to the throne in 1603 had a campaign against
Wallachia, Moldovia and consequently Austria for a long
time. After 1599, in addition to the fights against Austria,
confusions in Georgia and wars with Persia resulted in
confusions. It is clear that continuous wars worsened the
economic situation of the state. After the death of Mehmed

IIT in 1603, his son Ahmed I ascended to the throne.

At the end of XVI century the borders of Ottoman
Empire covered Bosnia in Europe, Zitvatoruk in the north of

Hungary, Podolia in the north of Besarabia, Crimea in the

226 Meydan Lorusse, Volume: 9, Istanbul: 1972.
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north of the Black Sea and Caucasia in the east and the
area from Tebriz to Caspian Sea, Arabian peninsula and
Egypt in the south and Egypt, Tripoli, Tunisia and Algeria
in the North Africa.

At the end of the XVI century the lands of Ottoman
Empire reached approximately 19.9 million kilometers

square?27 and the population was 20 million.

21. Political Structure in the Growth of Ottoman

Empire228

In the time of Bayezid I, the country tried to make leap by
taking Roman lands but the invasion of Tamburlaine
caused a possible dissolution of the state. In the first period
of XV century, Ottomans regained their stability and by the
enthronement of Mehmed II after his father’s death in 1451,
the first aim became to conquest Istanbul. By planning the
conquest of Istanbul during his princehood, Mehmed II
thought that it was the “guaranty for the future of the state”
229 Ottoman country expanded in different directions; the

country and the society gained a new appearance. Mehmed

227 Ahmet Akglindiiz, Osmanli Kanunnameleri, Istanbul: Volume:8,
1994, p. 16.

228 Metin Kunt, Suraiya Faroghi, Hiiseyin G. Yurdaydin ve Ayla Odekan,
Tiirkiye Tarihi 2 Osmanli Devleti 1300-1600, 5. Press, Istanbul: Cem
Yayinevi, 1997, p. 78-82.

229 Feridun Emecen, “Istanbul (Istanbul’un Fethi”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY,
Volume 23, 2001, p. 212.
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II gained the title of “conqueror” and became an outstanding
figure in the history of Ottoman Empire by erasing
Byzantium and by important expeditions and internal
political endeavors for the following thirty years. Another
title which passed to his descendants was «sultan ul-
berreyn ve hakan ul-bahreyn.» Conquest of Istanbul enabled
Ottomans to become the sultan of two continents and two
seas; the city was turned into the capital and the country’s
internal and foreign policies were reshaped and disobedient
areas in Anatolia were controlled and finally the naval
improvements made the state strong in Aegean and Black
Sea. The captured lands were controlled definitely and the
centralized power of the sultanate was felt unconditionally
and this situation resulted in a centralist state tradition. For
this reason, he became a model of leadership not only in his
country but also for the rulers of the other countries

because of his centralization efforts.

Istanbul was a centre of naval trade. The conquest of
this city also had a financial development. The hadith of
Prophet Mohammed about the conqueror of Istanbul was

also a source of motivation for Mehmed 11230,

Ships of Byzantium were still floating in the Straits

and Marmara Sea. This situation was in fact against the

230 [smet Miroglu, “Fetret Devrinden II: Bayezid’e Kadar Osmanli Siyasi
Tarihi, Dogustan Giiniimiize Biiyiik Islam Tarihi, Istanbul: Volume
10, 1995, p. 210.
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unity of Ottoman State. By his enthronement in 1451,
Mehmed II started reshaping his state, saw the naval
inadequacy and understood that Byzantium was a great

obstacle at this point.

The conquest of Istanbul was a necessity both
geographically and politically. The spiritual effects of the

conquest also influenced the need for the conquest23!.

Mehmed II started the preparations beforehand. He
inspected the opposite side of the fort built by his
grandfather and decided to construct a new fort facing the

other one on the other side of the Strait.

The reason for this construction was to control the

transit ships. The construction finished in 1452232,

It is understood that after overcoming the uprises in
Anatolia, more peaceful foreign policies against Venice,
Hungary and Serbia were followed to make the path for the
conquest of Byzantium. On the Black Sea side of Marmara
Sea, Bogazkesen fort was built quickly with great efforts. At
the same time, Mehmed II regarded the improvements of the
navy as necessary and ordered the construction of new
ships in the ports of Gallipoli. He also ordered the
construction of huge cannons to destroy the firm walls of

Byzantium.

231 Emecen, ibid., p. 213.
232 Emecen, ibid., p. 213.
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The environment created by the sultan between the
commanders, ship builders, artillery craftsmen, bricklayers
and soldiers was a very influential motivation. The case was
very difficult for Byzantium. It was necessary to prepare for
a siege which lasted more than two months with an
enormous naval and land power, to support with an arm
force, to face the unforeseen difficulties without hesitating
against the risks and to make decisions swiftly and

effectively with great harmony.

Ottoman ships were transported to Pera in one night

and these ships aided the siege of the city.

It has always been a case of debate about the
transportation of ships from land. Mustafa Armagan who
does not consider this case as a problem presents reliable

proof supporting the transportation of ships from land233.

Also, the famous huge cannon which was brought
from Edirne and built by Urban, famous Hungarian cannon
craftsman, was not effective as expected and it was blown
up at the beginning of siege. A moving attack castle, which
was built with enormous effort in one night, was also

destroyed by Byzantium with a fire.

On May 20, 1453, Mehmed II conquered Istanbul,

which occupied the natural centre of his country.

233 Mustafa Armagan, Ufuklarin Sultani Fatih Sultan Mehmed,
[stanbul: Timas Yayinlari, 2006, p. 77-85.
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After gaining full control in the city, celebrations were
organized and soldiers were banned to walk through the
streets of the city and trust of the public was gained. He
announced that the public could live according to their
beliefs freely and freed some of the slaves by paying
ransom. Georgias Skolarios became the patriarch and this
showed the respect against Christian religion. Jew and
Armenian societies were provided with some privileges
which resulted in a balance among communities.
Historians express that the permission of Mehmed II for the
continuation of patriarchate had political and military
aims. By this way, Mehmed II was going to hinder
reunification of Christian community in Europe. It is also
suggested that he also planned to prevent the Latin-

Catholic influence over Balkan Christians234.

Like the previous muslims, Ottomans knew the name
of Byzantine capital as Constantiniyye in Arabic derived
from Constantinople in Roman. But the Roman citizens
called the city as Istanbul. After the takeover of Ottomans,
these two names continued their existence. Till the fall
down of the state, the name of the city is written as

Constantiniyye in official papers, for example on currencies.

Ottoman had no definite headquarters till the takeover

of Istanbul. According to the traditions brought from inner

234 Miroglu, ibid., p. 218.
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Asia steppes, the centre was where the ruler was. This
tradition was continued in the time of Ottomans. Like the
neighboring Turkish and Persian states, the treasury,
officials, state correspondences, and sometimes seraglio of
the ruler were transferred in the times of campaigns. In
other words, central offices were moving with the ruler. On
the other side, these moving offices were changing

according to the needs of the time.

After the conquest of Istanbul, previous -capitals
Edirne and Bursa continued to carry this special feature.
In these three cities, the ruler had palaces; but Istanbul
became the main city of Mehmed the Conqueror since it
was a natural conjunction point between Anatolia and
Rumelia. He was aiming a rapid construction and
development of Istanbul. He constructed the biggest

mosques, madrasahs, and marketplaces in Istanbul.

He ordered a rapid reconstruction of the city. By
exempting the city dwellers from taxes, he kept them from
escaping the city. With exiles, voluntarily or not, he

enlivened the Ottoman capital235.

If we look over the case again we see that there are

two main elements. Social and educational institutions like

235 Feridun Emecen, “Kurulustan Kucik Kaynarcaya Osmanli Siyasi
Tarihi”, Osmanli Devleti Tarihi, Ekmelddin [hsanoglu (Editér),
Istanbul: 1999, p. 23. Also see Feridun Emecen, “Istanbul (Istanbul’'un
Fethi”, 1A, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 23, 2001, p. 213.
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hospitals, mosques, schools and madrasahs need
expenditures and constitute main premises of foundations.
On the other hand, every foundation needed sources of
income to continue their facilities. Among the sources of
income, agricultural revenues of villages constituted a main
part. In other words, there was a source transfer from the
rural areas to city centers. But most of the foundations,
especially the bigger ones, had revenues from the near by

shops, inns and depots.

We previously mentioned the trade, customs and
industrial production revenues of the cities were given to
high ranked Ottoman officials as has and many important
revenue sources were among havass-1 huimayan. The
liveliness of international and regional trade in Ottoman
country was not only useful for improving the economic
situation but also for enriching the revenue sources of
rulers and by this way strengthening his position in the
state. For this reason, foundations and mosque facilities
were useful in enlivening the city life with social, cultural,

economic activities and hence political life.

From 1453 on, apart from Selim II’s Selimiye mosque
complex in Edirne, most important facilities were founded
in Istanbul. In the time of Mehmed Conqueror, with the
initiative of the ruler and contribution of viziers and pashas,

Istanbul turned into a lively, active and flourishing city with
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a high culture level. For increasing the population
decreased in Byzantine era, subjects from the other parts of
the country were transferred or exiled to Istanbul. Skilful or
capable citizens, scientist and artist were supported for the

transfer to Istanbul.

22. Economic Structure in the Growth of Ottoman

Empire

Strong political structure contributed to economic situation
of Ottoman Empire. The value of the money did not change
for more than a one and half century. Tax levels and prices
remained still. Centralist policies of the state in politics,
military affairs and economic life were affective in this
situation. = Ottoman Empire became one of the most
crowded states in the world with a high level of

urbanization?36.

Economics, which has its own dynamics and less
affected from state influences, was a different concept for
the thinkers of Ottoman Empire. Also, it cannot be said
that the economy was directing towards an autonomous
structure. Farmers who produced the consumption goods
were defining prices according to their household

expenditures instead of price level in the market. Another

236 Sebahattin Zaim, “Yiikselme Devrinde Osmanli Devleti'nin Iktisadi
Durumu”, Osmanli, Ankara: Yeni Turkiye Yayinlari, 1999, p. 32-33.
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important point was that the central taxes did not have
important effects on definition of the prices. Inter regional
and international trade, which consisted a small portion of
the economy, had some elements which resemble modern
day capitalist world trade- at least for the 16th century. In
this case, while handling the 15t and 16t century Ottoman
economy, it should be kept in mind that the situation was
totally different from the known economic processes. It
seems artificial in this case to differentiate “economic
history” from "social history" because as in all pre-capitalist
economies, social relations were defining the economic

process in Ottoman Empire.

Terms like “counting” and “evaluating” like on the
basis of economic history. Population and GDP compose the
main variables, but in an economy based on agriculture,
this term can be interpreted as gross domestic agricultural
product. But data about the volume of trade, land
distribution or payments are also necessary for this
statistics. Apart from this, Ottoman economic historians
reached to a limited volume of digital data. In some topics,
no resources were found. Digital data gained from the
present sources is not adequate. Yet, we can benefit from
some research based on limited digital data: Omer Liitfi

Barkan237 collected food prices on Istanbul in the 16tk

237 Omer Lutfi Barkan, “XVI Asnin Ikinci Yarisinda Tiirkiye’de Fiyat
Hareketleri”, Belleten, XXXIV, 136, 1970, p. 557-608.
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century in a graphic. Halil Sahillioglu23®, Robert Mantran,
André Raymond, Ozer Ergenc23® and Sevket Pamuk?240
illuminated how the value of Ottoman money changed in
time. About furniture prices, Murat Cizakca?4! has a study
of silk prices. Omer Lutfi Barkan also started to collect
information about the effective prices in construction
industry but he did not live long enough to finish this study.
Information about the population and gross agricultural
product cannot be defined. There is no exact information
about these variables so rough estimations are made for the

use of further studies.

It can be understood from Tereke (estate) books242
that there were Persian tradesmen in Bursa in XV century.

Persian tradesmen from Gilan and Mazenderan brought silk

238 Halil Sahillioglu, “Osmanli Para Tarihinde Diinya Para ve Maden
Hareketlerinin Yeri (1300-1750)”, Gelisme Dergisi (Ozel Sayi), 1978-
1979, p. 1-38.

239 Ozer Ergeng, “XVI Yiizyiin Sonlarninda Osmanli Parast Uzerinde
Yapilan Islemlere Iliskin Bazi Bilgiler”, Gelisme Dergisi (Ozel Say),
1978-1979, p. 86-97.

240 Sevket Pamuk, “Money in the Otoman Empire”, 1326-1914, Halil
Inalcik ve Donalt Quataerk Yay., Cambridge: An Economic and Social
History of the Otoman Empire, 1300-1914, 1994, p. 947-986.

241 Murat Cizakca, “Bursa Ipek Sanayinin Maliyet Yapist Uzerinde
Diistinceler ve Ham Ipek Fiyatlart (1550-1650)”, Gelisme Dergisi (Ozel
Say1), 1978-1979, p. 98-110.

242 Tereke books (Metrakat books): They are the kadi (judge) records of a
deceased’s properties. Estates of the tradesmen who died in Bursa were
recorded in these books. For these reason, they are useful for
understanding the origins and quantity of goods brought by the
tradesmen. Halil Inalcik, “XV. Asir Turkiye Iktisadi ve Ictimai Tarihi
Kaynaklar1”, Istanbul Universitesi iktisat Fakiiltesi Mecmuasi, No.
15/1-4, 1953-1954, p. 51-67.
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to Bursa and turned the city into one of the biggest silk

markets of near east243.

It is reported that there were 8 imarets (soup
kitchens), 22 madrasahs, 18 mosques, 130 mescids (small
mosque), 10 zaviye (small dervish lodge) and 10 big inns in
the city. Bursa was flourished with silk industry where
every year more than 1000 camels of silk were brought,

processed and sent to other cities244.

It would be beneficial to write the history of Ottoman
economic life for different subjects such as agriculture, trade
and transportation separately for showing the liveliness from
the beginning of 15th century until the end of 16th

century?24s.

According to possession understanding of Islamic
Laws “Everything above and below belonged to God. People
can make use of them”. Islamic Law also admits the private
ownership and rules “if one person cultivates a private
estate, he has the right of its ownership”. After the
recognition of Islam by Turks, it is understood that they
were influenced by the Islamic concept of ownership and for

example the lands and citizens belonged to the sultan in

243 Halil Inalcik, ibid., p. 51-67.
244 Inalcik, “Bursa”, ibid., p. 447.
245 Kunt et.al., ibid., p. 147-148.
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Seljuks; the citizens could only temporarily possess the

land for cultivating and farming the land?246.

In the rise of Ottoman Empire, it is seen that the

lands were categorized as below?247.

1. Miri Lands (Stateowned): It was given to viziers,
commanders or feoffees as fief, vassalage or military fief in
turn for a service248. All the rights of the land belonged to
the state. It was also called as Beyttilmal land. Tenure of
the lands is transferred to possessors. Tenure of Miri lands
were organized according to military fiefs and this
organization consisted lands “whose maximum and
minimum limits were regulated according to laws".
According to O.Lutfi Barkan this military fief order
“consisted lands which were granted to sipahis
(cavalrymen) and officers for covering their expenses in
return for some service”. Sipahis were also responsible for
the conscriptions in their towns and joining campaigns

with their regiments.

These lands were divided into three according to

record books.

- Timar: Yearly incomes of these lands were up to 19.999

246 Oktay Guivemli, Muhasebe Tarihi, Volume: 1, istanbul: 1995, p.
47-48.

247 M. A. Kilichay, Feodalite ve Klasik Dénem Osmanli Uretim Tarzi,
Ankara: 1982, p. 385 v.d.

248 Zaim, ibid., p. 35
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akces. The number of these lands reached 37.521 in
1528 in the time of Suleiman the Magnificent. 87% of the

lands were in timar system?249.

- Zeamet: Yearly incomes of these lands were up to

20.000-99.999 akces.

- Has: Yearly incomes of these lands were more than

100.000 akces.

Has was classified in three groups: Lands belonging
to the sultan, 2- Lands assigned to viziers, governors,
members of divan-1 himayun and 3- lands assigned to the

queens.

Miri lands were cultivated by farmers called “reaya”.
Reaya is not the owner of the land. Relations between the
reaya and sipahi were regulated according to province and
town laws. Some taxes such as resmi c¢ift, resmi ganem,
osur and salahiye, resmi kovan (official landing, farming
etc. taxes) were paid by the reaya. Non muslim in these

regions were assigned to pay jizyah tax.

It is necessary to mention that the miri lands were
acquired in three forms. These are the lands acquired by
the conquests, lands transferred from heirless deaths and

lands with unknown owners.

249 Zaim, ibid., p. 36.
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2. Miilk Lands: This is also called as the malikhane
practice. With malikhane, it is aimed to explain the transfer
of lands by the sultan to anyone without any restrictions.
Family of the ruler, high ranked state officials, and frontier
governors could own malikhane. It is understood that the
mulk land could be inherited and turned into foundation.
This land in fact could belong to the state but turned into
private properties. At the end of conquests, the lands given
to the veterans were called as 6sUir land and the lands given

to non muslims were called as harac land.

It is seen that there was a tendency of turning the
lands into a system which was called as "eskincili mulk".
According to this, the owner of the land, as in the timar
cavaliers, served the state in the time of campaigns by
accommodating a certain number of mounted troops. If the
responsibility was not fulfilled, the land was not taken back

but the profit was seized.

3. Foundation Lands: The profit of these lands was spent
for the aims of the foundations. It is seen that there were
two kinds of foundations. The first one is the lands
transferred to the foundations by the owners. This was
called as the arazi-i mevkufe-i sahiha. The second one is
the transfer of some parts of beytiilmal miri land profits.

This was called as the “arazii mevkufe-i gayri sahiha.”.

4. Metruk (abandoned) Lands: Metruk lands were lands
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abandoned to the public. It is understood that there were
two kinds. The first one is the lands allocated for the use of
the centre. The roads can be example for this kind. These
lands were called arazii murfeka. The second kind is the
lands deserted for the use of the village or town residents as
grasslands, summer or winter pastures. These lands were
called arazii mahmiyye. Some provinces had laws for the

protection of grasslands.

5. Mevat (useless) Lands: These were unpossessed, empty,
useless lands?50. Throughout these centuries, economy of
the Ottoman Empire was based on agriculture. In the
previous part, brief information about land ownership is
given. Agricultural or dairy products cultivated from these
lands or the taxes taken from these kinds of production will

not be dealt in details here anymore.

It is necessary to handle the dairy production
separately from the village economy since the Ottoman
stockbreeding was controlled by the nomads. It is estimated
that between 12th and 15th centuries vast lands in Anatolia
were deserted by farmers and only nomads used them.
After a familiarization period, nomads living in the
mountainous parts of Anatolia raised half bred camels and
started to live even in the coasts of Black Sea. In this

situation, Trabzon region could not remain closed only to

250 For more information see, Islam Ansiklopedisi, 3. Volume, p. 345.
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the nomads as the mountainous areas like Gilan in Persia
and Cebel region in Lebanon On the other hand, since
agriculture without irrigation was possible in every part of
Anatolia, it was possible to see farming nomads in the 16th
century in winter pastures. Many villages and towns moved
to plateaus in summer. If this is taken into consideration,
then it can be seen that there was a no definite distinction

between living a settled and migratory life.

The work sharing relation between the settled
citizens and nomads living around deserts was not seen in
Anatolia and the transfer from migratory to settled life was

fast in contrast to nomads in Persia.

In the 16th century many Anatolian nomads started
to breed cattle not only for their needs but also for the
market. Most of the sheep sold in Istanbul was met by the
nomads from different parts of Anatolia. Flocks of sheep
from Erzurum and Diyarbakir were transferred to Kayseri
and rested in Erciyes plateaus after a long journey. The
main fear of Ottoman administration was about meeting
the subsistence of Istanbul, so they ordered nomads many
times to bring their cattle to Istanbul. But the market
opportunities in many Anatolian cities like Bursa and even
the conditions in Rhodes were so satisfactory that the

nomads did not care about the orders.
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Another part of nomads in Anatolia were breeding
camels for commercial reasons. Between the 16t and 18th
centuries, camels were in use for long land commerce. But
in the 16th century the demand for camels were higher
than the supply. For this reasons, it can be understood that
Ottomans bred camels at their own charges to meet this
insufficiency. It can be evaluated that there were two
reasons for the inadequacy of camels: The need for
transportation arises with the distance from the centre. Also
in the 16th century many nomads had to live in
overpopulating places. For this reason, it is not surprising

that the supply of camels did not meet the demand?5!.

23. Financial Structure in the Growth of Ottoman

Empire

While organizing the administrational, military and legal
substructure, Ottomans also formed the financial system.
Financial structure of the state developed with the growth of

state structure.

Ottomans finance was divided into three as miri or
external treasury, internal treasury and enderun treasury.
Miri or external treasury was responsible for collecting the
public incomes and making the necessary expenditures.

The other two treasuries belonged to the ruler.

251 Kunt et.al., ibid., p. 166-167.
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Incomes of the state were divided between the central
treasury, timar and foundations. Population censuses in
each ruler’s era were important for defining the income
structure of the state. At the end of these long census
studies, Land Register Books were formed and these books

formed the total tax revenue and the distribution?252.

The first Ottoman financial organization was founded
by Candarli Kara Halil and Kara Rustem in the time of
Murad I. With the expansion in borders, rise in needs and
other services, income and expenditure items were

increased?Ss,

It can be said that the Ottoman Finance had a flexible
and stable system which wunified with the needs of

conquered lands254,

230. Defterdar (Minister of Finance)

The term "mustevfilik” (head of finance) in Turkish and

muslim states was known as "defterdar" in Ottoman State.

252 Zaim, ibid., p. 36.

253 {smail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanli Devleti’nin Merkez ve Bahriye
Teskilati, Ankara:C 1998, p. 362. Also see Ziya Karamursal, Osmanli
mali Tarihi Hakkinda Tetkikler, Ankara: 1989, p. 1 etc.

254 Zaim, ibid., p. 36.
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Ottomans used “defterdar-1 memalik” taken from Ilkhanians

instead of “mustevfi” 255,

Contemporary equivalent of defterdar is Minister of
Finance. After the defterdar, "head financier" was the
highest ranking finance official. Ministry of Finance was a
political and head financiary was a technical office. Head
financier could object to the decisions taken by the minister
in opposition to the treasury2°6. While there was only one
defterdar at the beginning, with the expansion of the state
the number of defterdars increased. The reason for this is
the increase of financial affairs. Second defterdarlik was

founded in the time of Mehmed the Conqueror2>7.

The number of officials working at the head finance
department was nearly one thousand at the end of 18th
century. But there were 2507 officials working in three
important offices of Great riiz-name, head accounting and
Anatolian accounting. There were many officials working in
province offices. For example in 1715 in Damascus, there
were 2374 officials of accounting and estates. According to
the laws, head defterdar was responsible for informing the
ruler with the incomes and expenditures of the state. There

were several books kept at the finance ministry about the

255 Mehmet Ali Unal, Osmanli Miiesseseleri Tarihi, Isparta: 1997, p.
83.

256 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 325. )

257 Mubahat Kuitiikoglu, “Defterdar”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 9,
1994, p. 95.
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incomes and expenditures of the state. For each book, there
was a separate office. At the end of the second half of 16th
century there were 24 offices known as “kalem” 258, Since
the defterdar was the main responsible person of financial
affairs, he had to have some features. He had to be
dignified, incorruptible, self-respecting, serious, talented,
able to raise the incomes of the state and pay the salaries

on time259,

A book called “tekalif-i orfiye defteri" about the total
of taxes in provinces was prepared in two copies every year
regularly. The main copy was kept at the record store or
archive of the state and the second copy was kept at the

archive of the local court260.

Every province had a separate cabinet in the record
store. The records of the province were kept chronologically

in this cabinet?61,

231. Province Finance Offices

Apart from the three finance offices in the centre, there

were finance offices in provinces. These offices were also

258 Muibahat Kiitiikoglu, “Defterdar”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 9,
1994, p. 95.

259 Muibahat Kiittikoglu, “Osmanl Iktisadi Yapisi”, Osmanli Devleti
Tarihi, Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu (Editér), Istanbul: Volume 2, 1999, p.
515.

260 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 325.

261 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 325.
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known as kenar defterdarligi (border finance office). At the
end of the 17th century, these finance offices were as

follows:

Arab and Persian finance office: This office was
established after the conquest of eastern Anatolia and
Syria by Selim I, and the centre was Aleppo. In the time of
Selim II this office was turned into a head finance office.
Apart from the other office, Aleppo finance office stayed the

same.
b) Diyarbakir finance office
c) Damascus finance office
d) Erzurum finance office
e) Tripoli finance office

In the time of Murad III (1574), central Anatolian

Finance Office was turned into two border offices.
f) Karaman finance office
g) Sivas finance office

In the following periods, finance offices were

established in other provinces262.

262 Mehmet Zeki Pakalin, “Defterdar’, Osmanli Tarih Deyimleri ve
Terimleri Sézliigii-I, 2. Press, Istanbul: MEB Devlet Kitaplari, Milli
Egitim Basimevi, Volume: 1, 1971, p. 411-418.
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232. Ottoman State Treasuries
2320. Internal Treasury

This was also called as the palace or Enderun-u Hiimayun
treasury. Internal treasury was under the responsibility of
hazinedarbasi or hazinekethiidas1 (head of treasury). At the
end of every year, remainder of the external treasury or the
revenue office treasury was transferred to internal treasury.
In the time of Suleiman the Magnificent, another store was
built by Grand Vizier Ristem Pasha in Yedikule since the
capacity of the present treasury was not enough. If the
external treasury was out of cash, with the order of Grand
Vizier, internal treasury lent money to the external treasury.
This loan was by taken out in front of two military judges

and by a bond sealed by Grand Vizier and head financier.

This transaction was recorded immediately. Officials
were closely inspected before going out. Control of the
treasury was under the command of head of treasury. The
new ruler would come and inspect the treasury when he

ascended to the throne263,

Loans taken from the internal treasury were not paid
back most of the time. The external treasury continued to
give deficits because of the continuous wars. In the 18th

century the internal treasury was also empty. At the end of

263 Cengiz Orhonlu, “Hazine”, 1A, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 17, 1998,
p.130.
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the 18th century, the external treasury had borrowed more

than 42 million from the internal treasury.

There were golden and silver ornaments and carpets
apart from gold and silver. If the internal treasury was
incapable of taking precious jewellery, than they were put
into Has Room Treasury, Bodrum treasury, Ifraz treasury or
Cilehane treasury. Another treasury room was Has Ahur

Treasury where precious ornaments were kept264.

Apart from these treasuries, there was room called
"dolap" administered by the master of Dar-lis saade and the
external treasury had a debt of 1.5 million. The salaries of
minister dealing with haremeyn foundations were paid from

this treasury.

In addition to these two internal treasuries, one more
treasury called harem-i htimayUtn or cib-i himaytn hazinesi
was serving to the palace. The responsible official of this
room was the confidences clerk. The income of this treasury
was the money transferred from Egypt every year as
consignment treasury and was the pocket money of the
ruler. The amount of money came from Egypt in 1660 was

600.000 goldenZ265.

264 [smail Hakki Uzuncarsili, “Osmanli Devleti Maliyesinin Kurulusu ve
Osmanl Devleti I¢c Hazinesi”, Belleten, Istanbul: Volume XLII, Say1 165,
p- 73-79.

265 Uzuncarsili, ibid., Volume III, p. 332 et. al.
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We see that in the middle of 17th century there 110
officials dealing with the internal treasury. Provinces in
Anatolia and Rumelia were sending the remaining money to
the centre after meeting their local needs. The yearly money
sent by the provinces was also known as treasury. For
example Baghdad treasury or Diyarbakir treasury. If the
provinces were unable to meet their needs, neighboring
provinces or Istanbul would sent extra treasury for covering

deficits266.
2321. External Treasury (Birun or Miri Treasury)

It is the main treasury of the state. This treasury is also
known as hazine-i amire. It was under the responsibility of
the finance minister or the grand vizier. It was also the
external treasury or hazine-i amire which was responsible

for collecting the revenues of the state267.

This treasury consisted ser'i or 6rfi taxes. Treasury of
finance was on the right side of Bab-1 htimayun. This
treasury was transferred next to divan-1 himayun in time.
It was opened during the divan-1 himayun meetings and
sealed with muhir-i himayun of grand vizier after the
meeting. External treasury was under the responsibility of

the finance minister and control of grand vizier268. Head of

266 Orhonlu, ibid., p. 131.
267 Unal, ibid., p. 88.
268 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 20.
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treasury known as "serhazin” was responsible against the

finance minister269.

There was a method of the outgoing money from the
external treasury. The outgoing money was first presented
to the approval of the grand vizier by the sign of finance
minister, than with his signature it was approved and paid
by the cashier upon seeing the seal of the grand vizier. In
other words the money was not paid with one of the missing

signatures.

At the end of 16t century, birun treasury was
incapable of meeting the needs of hazine-i amire. In this

situation, Enderun treasury was used.

The cashier of the miri treasury would present the
documents of withdrawals to the finance minister at the
end of the day. The finance minister would check the
documents and sent these bills to be kept with the other

documents in ruznamce.

In the time of Selim III, an army was formed under
the name of Nizam-1 cedid, and a treasury under the name
of "irad1 cedid" was allocated for meeting the expenses of

this army?270.

269 Orhonlu, ibid., p. 130.
270 Uzuncarsily, ibid., p. 368.
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For this treasury, an official from ruznamce-i
himayun was assigned. There were rules for the operations

of this treasury.

Head of treasury would keep the records of money
spent for the official expenditures and the outflows from the
ruznamce-i htimayun were met by the bonds of this

office?71,

The incoming money to the finance treasury was
checked by “vezzan” officials who would inspect the
originality and value of the money. There was always a
burning stove and a hot brazier ready for inspecting the
originality of the incoming money. The officials were
accepting money after weighing. Twenty duka or a
thousand akce equivalent of sultani were put into one side
of the scales after counting. Other akces were put into the
other side of the scale and weighed. The remaining money
was not counted but calculated in this way. Sultanis and
esrefis were counted since they were genuine gold. When
the ruler was going on a campaign, head of finance would

be with him?272,

From the 16th century on, the treasury was started
to be used in broader sense. The ruznamce keepers of

treasury sent with soldiers going to the campaigns can be

271 Uzuncarsily, ibid., p. 369.
272 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 370.
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given as an example here. The money sent with them was
known as “army treasure”. While the army was in
campaign, the expenditures and incomes of the army was
kept in ruznamces which were treasury record books. The
campaign of Lala Mustapha Pasha against Persia in 1578
can be given here as an example. It is known that he

allocated 26 camels only for carrying this treasure27s.

233. Miri Treasury Offices

Offices dealing with the affairs of Ottoman finance were
called kalem. Number of offices changed from time to time.
The increase in the incomes and expenditures of the state

resulted in the establishment of new offices.

2330. Finance Offices in the middle of XVI
Century

Ruznamce-i evvel and sani kalemleri, Rumelia accounting
kalemi, Anatolian accounting kalemi, Mukalebe kalemi,
Mukataaci-i evvel kalemi, Mukataaci-i sani kalemi,
Mevkufatci, Varidatci, kila tezkirecisi, tezkireci-i ahkam-1
Rumeli, Anadolu mukata-i evvel kalemi, Anadolu
mukataaci-i sanisi, Anadolu tGclinci mukataacisi, Anadolu
mevkufatcisi, Tezkirici-i ahkam-1 Anadolu, Mukataaci-i

evvel, Mukataaci-i sani, Mukataaci-i salis, Tezkireci-i

273 Orhonlu, ibid., p. 132.
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ahkam, Tezkireci, Kale tezkirecisi Mevcudatci, Teslimatci

kalemleri, Divitdar274
Some of these offices will be explained in details here.
2331. First and Second Ruzname Offices

Every day incoming, outgoing money, goods, etc. were
controlled by "Ruznamece-i evvel ve sani" offices. Generally
incoming transactions to the treasury were recorded by
First Ruzname official. Second Ruzname official would pay
the salaries of casnigir, muteferrika, cavus, kapucubasi,
kazasker, rikab-1 hiimayun aga, Divan-1 himayun and
recordstore officials, retireds of Enderun hiimayun, palace
surgeons, architects, birun treasurer, treasury head
official, hassa muzzin, palace pageboys, Enderun kuscu

officials?75.

The books used for these records were called
ruznamce books. “Ruzname and Ruznamce” term were
used alternatively in the Ottomans. Ruznamce officials were
assigned to provincial posts as treasury financiers in the

growth period?276.

274 Karamursal, ibid., p. 153

275 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 338.

276 Nejat Goyuncg, “Ta’rih Baslhikli Muhasebe Defteri”, Osmanlh
Arastirmalari Volume XV, Istanbul: Enderun Kitabevi, p. 10.
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2332. Rumelia Accounting Office

This office was responsible for controlling the accounts of
ruler’s and viziers’ officials and all the jizyah books. After
controlling the accounts, the books were passed to

rizname office277.
2333. Anatolia Accounting Office

This office was responsible for controlling the accounts of
the ruler’s and the viziers’ foundations and entailed estates
in Anatolia. Timar documents were controlled by this office.
Salary affairs and privileges of all the forts, apart from

Erzurum, were controlled here278,

Each of the finance offices counted above had their
own record books. During the time of campaigns, very
crucial books and their officials were carried with the army.
These books were kept with the cash in a tent called “army

treasury”.

234. Darb-Hane Hiimayun (Mint)

Coins of the state were minted in Darbhane-i himayln in

Topkap1 Palace in Istanbul.

Before the Tanzimat edict, there were no banknotes.

Even before the second Constitutional Era (1908), paper

277 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 340.
278 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 341.
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bills were like bonds. They were not used regularly. The
state would mint three types of coins mainly copper, silver
and golden. Silver coins known as “akce” were in
circulation. Copper and golden coins were not put into
circulation in large amounts. Apart from the great mint in

Istanbul, coins were minted in many provinces279.

235. Treasury Incomes

There were two groups of taxes in Ottomans as ser’i and
orfi. The main taxes were zekat (alm), 6str (tithe), harac
(tribute), jizyah and taxes put as their details. Incomes of
lands taken as mukataa and iltizam were generally from
avariz, bedel-i nezl, agnam, mines, padishah has
remaining, tributes from the countries under control,

salines, ports and custom taxes.

Since the Ottoman State handled tithe and tribute
lands as a state property, the practices were designed
accordingly. Among the immediate taxes, “pencik seal” was

an important tax taken as the fifth of a slave's value.

Transportations from salyaneli and salyanesiz
provinces were counted among the incomes of the

treasury280.

279 Pakalin, ibid., p. 394-396.
280 Unal, ibid., p. 89.
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Taxes were regulated according to Islamic rules and
divided into three as arazi, haraci 6sri and miri, but apart
from the conquests of Syria, Iraq, Hejaz, Yemen, Tripoli and

Binghazi, all the other countries were accepted as miri.

According to Islamic laws, jizyah was an individual
and tribute (hara¢) was a land tax. In the later times,
Ottomans accepted these two taxes as the same and called
jizyah as hara¢. The money taken from Wallachia and
Moldova vaivodes, Dobrovnik republic and Erdel kingdom

can be counted as tribute (harag).

Ser’i (Islamic) taxes increased from thirty to eighty
kinds in time. Tekalif-i 6rfiye covering many of these taxes
was started to be collected by the governor, accountants or
the vaivodes. The tax was accrued according to household.
In time, this tax turned out to be a heavy burden on citizen
because of the abuses of the governors or vaivodes. This
tax was collected in two installments in spring and

autumn.

The main expenses which required taxing in
provinces were: were the expenses of passing officials,
messengers, governors, vaivodes and demarches.
Municipality, official buildings, bridges, water canal

constructions and repairs etc. were other expenses.
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While one copy of tekalif-i 6rfiye books were sent to
centre, local courts would record the related issues in

ser’iyye records.

After this general information about the revenues of

external treasury, main items of income can be given:

Osur (tithe) taken from Muslim farmers. This tax
changed with the fertility of the land. As 1/5, 1/7, 1/8, and
1/10.

b- Tax taken from the cattle of the Muslims: "Adet-i

agnam"

Harac (tribute) taken from non-Muslim farmers.
Haracg: It was the tax paid by non-Muslim citizens for their
lands. The land which was taxed was called “arazi-i
hacaciye”. The owners of these acquired lands during
conquests were not Muslims. These lands were left to their
owners with the condition of taxing. Hara¢ was divided into
two as muvazzaf and mukassim. Harac-1 muvazzaf was a
fixed tax taken in accordance to the size of the land. Harac-
1 mukassime was the tax taken from the products of land in

portions between 1/10 and 2/10.

d- Individual tax taken from non-Muslim citizens.
Jizyah: It was the tax taken from non-Muslim citizen for
the exemption of military service. It was divided into three
groups in accordance to the wealth of individuals. Children,

women and clergymen were exempted from this tax.
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+ Customs tax taken from goods of Muslim

tradesmen,

*+ Customs tax taken in proportion of 5% from the

goods of non-Muslim tradesmen,

* Customs tax taken from foreign tradesmen in
proportion of 10%. With the privileges given to foreigners,

this tax fell to the level of 2,5 %.
*  One fifth of the booty acquired during wars,
+  War compensation taken at the end of the victories,
* Yearly tributes taken from subordinate countries,

+ Taxes and presents sent by principalities and

states (Crimea, Wallachia, Moldova, Erdel etc.)

Dirlik system was not applied for the lands which had
its special administration. Taxes from these lands were
completely put into the treasury. But the amount was sent
after subtracting the expenses of grand seigneurs,
governors and local soldiers. Lands which had special
administration were: Baghdad, Egypt, Basra, Yemen,
Ethiopia states and some provinces of Aleppo and Cezire-yi

Bahr-i Sefti,
+ Tributes taken from the designations of officials,

* Revenues from mines, forests and salines,
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Mtisadere (Confiscation): It was a punishment system
applied for the rebels or the ones who embezzled public
properties. In later times, this system turned into a method
which “provided political and economic advantages” for the

centre28l,

Confiscation was practiced in many ways. For
example, Mehmed the Conqueror gave importance to
institutionalization and confiscation was practiced
effectively. Candarli Halil Pasha is among the ones who was
accused of bribery and his properties were confiscated.
Scientist and statesmen who had private properties faced
the same treatment. The reason for this was the
understanding that rejected presents, money and goods not
for individuals but for the office. When a statesman died,
his properties were left to the state. When a confiscation
was ordered, before the seizure the goods were inspected
and if there were any hidden goods, they would be found.
The total money found or the value of the estates sold
would be recorded to the treasury. At the same time, a

portion would be left for the heirs for their subsistence?282.

Lakta (derelict): Lands or estates with unknown owners
were known as lakta. These goods and heirless properties

would be transferred to the treasury.

281 Tuncay OGUN, “Musadere”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY, Volume 32, 2006, p.
67.
282 Oguin, ibid., p. 67.
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Lukata which means something collected from the
ground is used for found or ownerless properties in Islamic

law?283,

Avanz Tax(Extraordinary situation): This tax was collected in
the time extraordinary events, especially wars to cover the
expenses. It was not a tax collected regularly. It was
collected from time to time in amounts of 20 akces, and
later this amount increased up to 40 and even 300 akces?284.
It was taken in war times but in the XVII century, the
increasing financial burden of kapikulu soldiers and
continuous wars with Persia, Poland, Venice and Austria

required this tax to be a continuous one?285,

236. Collection and Allotment of Taxes

Most of the direct taxes were not collected by the state; it
was allotted to vassals in return for service. The emperor,
emperor’s mother, emperor’s sons and wives, the grand
vizier and the commander of the naval forces (Kaptan-i
Derya) etc. received the income from the properties allotted
for them. Emperor’s mother and flag officers lived on the

income from the fief feoffs and tenures. The kadis received

283 Saffet Kose, “Lukata”, IA, Ankara: TDVY, Volume 27, 2003, p. 223.
284 For more information about treasury incomes, see Uzuncarsil,
Osmanli Tarihi, Volume: II, p. 579-582.

285 Yusuf Oguzoglu, “Osmanh Sehirlerindeki Halkin Vergi Yuku tizerine
Bir Arastirma(1680-1700), Osmanli Arastirmalar1 Volume XV,
Istanbul: Enderun Kitabevi, p. 158.
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shares of court duties. Expenditures and salaries of the

people working in temples were met by appanges.

Foundations which were allotted with some of the
income of the state were managed by fiduciaries.
Foundations were social facilities that served for the public.
As we are going to examine later, these institutions were
backbones of our community life. The state lost incomes
because of these foundations, in short, civil servants,
regardless of their positions, were deprived of the income

from the state treasury.

Their lived on the incomes and shares of the taxes

and levies they are allotted with.

Timarli sipahiler (cavaliers with fief feoff) who made
up of most important part of the Ottoman army received the

taxes of their fief feoffs on behalf of the state.

Of the officers with important positions, only the
“Nisanc1” (marksman), Defterdar (chamberlain), Sehtlislam
(the chief religious officer) and the Kazaskerler (chief
military judges) were put on annual salaries. Charges of the

court other than these were met by the treasury.

The incomes of the treasury were not collected
directly by the finance officers. They were collected through

emanet and tax farming procedures.
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Until the last years of the reign of Kanuni Sultan
Suleyman (Suleiman the Magnificent), the taxes were
collected by eminler, kethuderlar and amiller through

emanet procedure.

It was first during the time of Grand Vizier Rustem
Pasha that the procedure of tax farming to collect state
revenues was adopted and practiced. This procedure
became widespread until the late XVII. century. This
procedure required the tenants to pay the taxes of the fief
feoffs they hire to the state in advance and collect the taxes
of the region themselves. After a while the public began to
suffer from the greed and fraud of these tenants as they
tried to get from the people two folds of the sum they paid

to the sate during the times of weakness of state authority.

This situation led some of the state officers to
ascertain the need for reforms and notify the Emperor with

their written drafts 286,

Mahmud Il wanted to make amendments on the state
finances taking example of the Western states. He abolished
the Defterdarlik (the budget office) and established the
“Umuru Maliye Nazirligi” (ministry of financial affairs).
Finance offices began to serve under this ministry. Soldiers

with fief feoffs were included in the regular army and fief

286 Koci Bey, Koc¢i Bey Risalesi, (Abridged by: Zuhuri Danisman),
Ankara: Turizm ve Kultir Bakanligi, 1985, p. 33-34, 92-93.
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feoff procedure was abolished. Fief feoff incomes were
transferred to the treasury. New amendments were made on
the tax system. Centralization of treasury incomes were
tried to be achieved by means of putting civil servants on

salary.

237. Certain Concepts Concerning Finance

Akce: The name of the silver coin in circulation within the
Ottoman Empire. The carats of these coins varied at

times?287.

Adet-i Agnam: The tax on sheep and goats. This tax
collected as one akce per sheep and goat was initially
collected by state officers, then it was collected by fief feoff

tenants.

An-hizane: It is the name of the action of taking money out

of the treasury due to any reason.

Bac-i Kil: The cereals sold by the people in the bazaar were
measured by kilogram. Bac-i Kil is the gauging money
received from the seller. This procedure continued until the

Republican era.

Bac-i Tamga: It means “cachet tax”. It is the tax collected on
every kind of goods that are sold and bought, clothes

weaved, animals slaughtered in the city.

287 Nuri Pere, Osmanlilarda Madeni Paralar, istanbul: 1968.
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Bedel-i Cizye: It is the lump-sum tax collected from the

voievods of Wallachia, Moldavia and Ardeal.

Bedel-i 6stir: 1t is the tax collected on the lands where
agriculture cannot be practiced as there are buildings on it
such as house, stall, repository. It is also called icar-i

zemin (land rent) or Mukatta-i zemin (land dividing )288.

Bervec-i Malikane: It is the allotting of the treasury

properties for life in return for a-few-year income in cash.

Ik-ta: It requires allotting taxes collected from certain state
land for soldiers, commanders and statesmen in return for

their service and as salaries.

Narh: It is a term used to refer “maximum price”. The
Ottoman Empire tried to protect the producer and the
consumer by determining the prices of the goods that are
sold and bought. Such “narh books” are published today

by historians289.

Ocaklik: 1t is a term that is used to refer tithe or
conventional incomes that are allotted in return for naval
yard expenses or baksheeshes of castle guardians or local
city soldiers. “Ocaklik” continued to be practiced until the

Tanzimat290.

288 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p. 378.

289 Muibahat S. Kuttikoglu, Osmanlilarda Narh Miiessesesi ve 1640
Tarihli Narh Defteri, istanbul: 1983.

290 Nejat Goyline, “Yurtluk Ocaklik Deyimleri Hakkinda”, TUEFTAM,
Prof.Dr. Bekir Kuttikoglu'na Armagan, Istanbul: 1991, p. 269-278.
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Resm-i Cift: It means “farming akce”. It is another tax
collected on land and collected from those who have
farming land and practice agriculture on it. This kind of
land requires a pair of oxen to be arable. The amount of the
tax was determined according to how fertile the land was. It

varied between 22 and 57 akces.

Resm-i Cift Bozan: It is the money collected as a fine, from
those who own a land but do not practice agriculture on it.
The sum was 300 akces. It was abolished after the

Tanzimat.

Mukata: It is the renting of state property temporarily in
return for a certain price. There were two types: “Mukataat-i
Miriye” and “Malikane”. Former was rented annually while

the latter for life.

Mtiltezim: It is a term that is used to refer those who collect
the taxes from villages, and pay the sum to the winter

treasury in advance.

Yiik: It means “one hundred thousand akces”. And the term

“kese” is used in order to refer SO0 piaster.

238. The Budget

It is known that the budgets which show the annual
receipts and expenses of the central management in the

Ottoman Empire were called “icmal” (abstract). Later such
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terms as “mizan” (cross-check) and “muvazene” (balance)

were used in order to refer budget291.

Although there are those who put forward the idea
that the Ottomans made the first budget in XVII. century, it
is known for sure that the rule books of Fatih Sultan
Mehmed time showed the state receipts and expenses, in
addition, it is also possible that budgets had been made

even before.

There stands such a statement in the rule books of
Fatih; “ my servants shall declare my receipts and expenses
once a year”’. This demonstrates that even at that time

budgets were made annually292.

As the counties had separate budgets and the
incomes of fief feoffs, tenures and appanages were excluded
from the budget, all receipts of the state could not be
transferred to the treasury. There was a constant budgetary
surplus during the ascension period. In parallel with the
regression in the political condition of the state, deficits

occurred in the budgets.

The period between the years of 1512 and 1594 is the

most effulgent period of the Ottoman economy. Receipts

291 Akgtindiiz and Oztiirk, ibid., p. 445.
292 Akgtindiiz and Oztiirk, ibid., p. 445.
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and expenses were disposed through new laws even though

they did not vary in form29s.

When Suleiman the Magnificent passed away, the
incomes of the external treasury were more than its
expenses. During the following 30 years, the margin
between the receipts and expenses of the external treasury
shrunk. In 1564 treasury receipts in cash was 1830 yUks
while the expenses amounted to 1896 ytiks; there was a 60-
yuks deficit. This deficit was settled in 1597. During the
periods when budgetary deficits were large, the state
lowered the carat of the money in order to pay the salaries

which led great revolts.

Initially internal borrowing was made, in order to
settle budgetary deficits. After the Tanzimat, external
borrowing began to be practiced. External debts increased
exponentially. In return for these debts, creditor states

confiscated the budgetary receipts294.

Mubahat Kuttkoglu defines the characteristics of the

Ottoman budgets as follows 295;
1- In the XVI. century the starting date of the budget
was the Newroz, in the XVII. century, Muslim

calendar was predicated. In the XVII. century it was

293 Akguindiiz ve Ozturk, ibid., p. 445.

294 Abdurrahman Seref Efendi, Tarih Muhasebeleri, Ankara: 1985, p.
173.

295 Kutukoglu, ibid., p. 319-320.
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March and continued to be so until the collapse of the

Empire.

2- The numbers of former year were also included in
addition to the numbers of the budgetary year therein
enabling a comparison. (The budget of 1527-1528

shall be considered exceptional).

3- It did not include all income offices. Only the receipts
from Emperor’s properties were shown. (The budget of

1527-1528 shall be considered exceptional).

4- Only central charges were recorded as expenses.

24. Examples of Accounting Records of the

Ascension Period

Accounting exists in a country for individuals, institutions
and the state. During the Ascension Period of the Ottoman
Empire no accounting records of individuals or private

enterprises were encountered.

However, among the findings of the world accounting
history, there are accounting records that the individual

kept for himself, for his house.

The more the family expanded and physical
infrastructure and the number of servants grew as in
feudalism; kitchen and stall expenses began to need a

record system. Family structure of Turks has always been
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large. Even if they do not live in feudalism, there were still a
number of rich people who had an expansive infrastructure
and a large number of servants. So it is natural that they
needed a record system. However effective documents of
those did not survive until today. The reason for this can be
explained as follows also making use of the information

above:

- Population movements were frequent in the Ottoman
Empire. Even in Anatolia, people were in a constant state of
migration due to wars and internal chaos. This situation
made it harder for the people who did not have a strong

custom to keep and store records to do so.

- Statist attitude of the Ottomans led people not to disclose
their richness as they believed that only a limited wealth
was allowed. Musadere (confiscation) was prevalent in the
Ottoman Empire*” and accounting records are important
sources of wealth. So it is natural to destroy these

documents which could be a hint of richness.

- Properties which constituted an important source of
income for the sate were mostly rented for 3-year periods.
The tenants as the manager of financial institutions such as
salinas and mines — as it was explained in the examples of
mines above — kept their own records in a tidy manner in
order to pay their rents. However, according to the renting

system of the state, the properties were rented to those who
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offered the highest price and the property could be handed
over to someone else before the rental period was over. So it
was normal for the tenant to destroy the information he
held to prevent the state to increase the rent and counteract

a possible rival.

- As is known fief feoff means sources of income granted to
soldiers and state officers for their livelihood and/or
services in certain regions with the authorization to receive
payments on their of behalves. Fief feoff owners were
obliged to provide soldiers, horses, cereals, tents etc. during
war time. Lands which were registered in the fief feoff books
as having an annual income of 20.000 akces were rented to
cavaliers. Those with an annual income between 20.000
and 100.000 akces were rented to armed cavaliers. These
were called feuds. And those with an annual income more
than 100.000 akces were called tenure and were rented to
state officers in high positions, soldiers with high ranks, the
Emperor and his family. We also know that in the XVI.
century the right of fief feoff was granted to those

privileged?296.

The fief feoff owner naturally felt a necessity to keep
record of receipts and expenses in order to fulfill his
liabilities. However none of such documents survived until

today.

296 Omer Lutfi Barkan, “Timar”, islam Ansiklopedisi, Milli Egitim
Bakanligi Yayinlari, Volume: 12/1.
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In order for a land to be considered as fief feoff, feud
or tenure, the process of income determining for draft books
was carried out on site by the state. Making the income look
lower could both prevent the change of tenant and relieve
the burdens of the tenant. This situation pushes the state
and the tenant into different expectations of interest. The
state doubtlessly pursued an evaluation that consulted its
own interest and did not want to give the tenant the
opportunity to conceal his incomes. However no
implementation could prevent the tenant to destroy income

records if he had any.

- As is known, another type of property in the Ottomans is
“malikane” system. According to this system which began in
1386 when Murad I granted tenure to Evrenos Bey for the
first time, commanders who had served for the state and
high rank officers were given lands and farms. Such
tenures were called “temlikname”. Within the malikane
system which continued until early XIX. century, the
property could be inherited by the children of the owner
and transformed into a foundation. However it is also put
forward that malikane owners were obliged to provide the
state with their accounting records at the end of every year.
It is clear that the owners had to keep such records in order
to do so. Although we do not have a great deal information
about how the state evaluated these records, according to

the examples M. Zeki Pakalin discovered within the
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Ottoman records, malikane owners had certain liabilities. In
order to reduce the burdens of these liabilities, it is possible

that malikane owners have destroyed their own records.

In addition, the lack of record keeping custom,
religious conditions that were unsuitable for wealth and
record keeping, the fact that the feudal structure of some
western countries did not rule among the people of the
Ottoman Empire, the limited scope of feudalism and
malikane system are some of the reasons that prevented the

people from keeping personal records.

We believe that it is also necessary to examine the
issue from the side of the order of accounting of the private

sector enterprises of the Ottoman Empire.

In the world trade history, accounting record
documents of commercial relations are based on and these
documents are examined in the first place. The reason for
this is the fact that accounting is an order of settlement and
determination of the profit and loss is its main

characteristic.

In order for the commercial relations to become
institutionalized, commercial enterprise is needed. This
institution could be commercial, industrial or one that
offers services. The more the institution expands, the

harder it becomes to keep the records in mind and keeping

311



them in a book rises as a necessity so that the record order

develops.

The leading reason why the private sector enterprises
in the Ottoman Empire could not develop their accounting
records is the fact that they could not expand in size. In

other words, it is the lack of capital accumulation.

In the former chapter, while the industry and trade of
the private enterprises in the ascension period of the
Ottoman Empire were examined, we explained that there
were a great number of weaving looms in Bursa, however
this was only a local development and it was emphasized
that it would be a mistake to make a generalization. This
practice which was prevalent in Anatolia requires the
tradesmen to assign these disorganized looms as in the case
of woolen thread production in Ankara. This situation
causes difficulties in the transfer of capital accumulation

obtained by means of trade to production.

Some of the important factors that prevent capital
accumulation can be abridged as follows also making use of

the explanations from the former part:

- The Ottoman Empire being more engaged in military
affairs and agriculture, neglected the importance of
production and commerce. The Ottomans could not reach a
level of production beyond craftship and generally left

production and trade to minorities. Sometimes capital
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accumulation obtained from trade could not be transferred

to production.

- Mass production is only achieved by expansive
distribution of the product. When Anatolia began to lose its
significance on the Silk Road with the XVI. century, the
importance the state attached to internal transportation
became limited to military objectives, transportation of
comestibles and a partial development of internal market;
construction of roads and bridges, accommodation facilities
lost priority. This situation constituted an obstacle against
the development of the internal market. On the other hand,
as we stated in the former part, although such products as
woolen thread of Ankara, silk of Bursa were planned to be
sold in the external market, no increase in the number of
products was observed and external trade remained limited
in the hands of minorities in Galata Istanbul and other

coastal cities.

- Tenures which are high level income sources were owned
by soldiers and heads of state who did not have any insight
in trade and these tenures were taken back by means of

confiscation when they reached a certain level of wealth.

- Perception of statism in the Ottoman Empire was based
on the protection of the consumer rather than encourage
production. That is why the “Narh” always had an extensive

field of practice. Prices were determined through
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suppression rather than competence. In the XVI. and XVII.
centuries, merchants who bought the butcher’s meat and
the butchers who slaughtered the animal and distributed
the meat to meet demand of Istanbul wanted to evade from
their responsibilitiess® when they faced the “Narh” which
constitutes an interesting example of this situation. Such a
perception was doubtlessly not encouraging for mass
production except for the “Lonca” craftsmen who made

production at low levels.

Products with expansive markets such as salt,
candles etc. were produced by state institutions which are
similar to financial state institution of the present day and
military clothing, materials, guns and ammunition were
also produced in state institution as we explained in the
former part. The production of these essential goods by the
state constituted an obstacle in front of the private sector to
set up larger enterprises where they could achieve the

required capital accumulation.

- In the XVI. century, the Lonca system which replaced
“Ahilik” (brotherhood) organization, had rigid rules as was
explained formerly. Lonca craftsmen in each region were
dominant only in their own region. They produced for their
own small region. The market was shared according to

production. It can be put forward that such conditions of
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the Lonca system had a preventive effect on production for

an expansive market and so capital accumulation.

- Capital accumulation was achieved on a limited extent by
the minorities who faced confiscation from time to time. In
the XVI. century, the number of minorities was
considerably high not only in Istanbul but in other big
cities and Anatolia as well. These people were granted with
freedom of trade and the right to rent various income

sources as tenants297,

However, as a result of confiscation, also the
minorities did not have the opportunity to develop record

systems on their commercial activities.

It is not a coincidence that the first accounting
records of private sector enterprises survived until the
present day were kept by minorities and first accounting

books were written by them.

Although the enterprises of Turks who were involved
in trade remained underdeveloped, it is for sure that they
kept records to enable settlement, they had their own
accounting. However it is necessary to emphasize that some
of the formerly explained reasons why individuals could not

develop an accounting record system are also true for the

297 Daniel Goffman, Izmir ve Levanten Diinya (1550-1650), Translated
by: Aysen Anadol and Neyyir Kalaycioglu, Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Yurt
Yayinlari, 1995.
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private sector enterprises and so these accounting record

documents could not survive until today298.

240. Accounting Record Samples From the Growth

Period

This sample shows the kitchen expenditures of Ottoman

Empire and falls into the rising period.

Siyakat form of Matbah-i Amire:

298 Guvemli, Tiirk devletleri Muhasebe Tarihi, Volume: 2, 2. Press,
[stanbul: Stiryay Yayincilik, 2000, p. 78-79.
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Translation of Matbah-1 Amire with Arabic letters: (p.4)

"é.)
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English form of Matbah-1 Amire:

[3] Book showing the expenditures of matbah-1 Amire between the dates of Muslim calendar year 873
Zilhicce month [AD 11.6.1469-9.7.1469] .

[4] Muslim calendar 873 Zilhicce month [AD 11.6.1469-9.7.1469]

Sunday, the first day of Zilhicce [11.6.1469] istanbul 1.178 akge
Flour, for purebread For carriers of Chicken , 29 pieces 117 akge
4 mud-5,5 Flour For kebab For braise  For pashas For patients
keylge, 8 akce each 18 pieces, 4pieces, 3 pieces, 4 pieces,
4 akge each 6 akge each 3 akge each 3 akge each
Amount 1 684 Cash__ :16 Amount  :72 Amount :24 Amount :9  Amount : 12
For the assistants of For Matbah Garbanzo Cheese and egg, Cheese, for tarhana
Cook, clothing and Onion, by the For the palace by the soup of pages
marketman marketman by the marketman
Amount, :210  Amount 125 Amount 5 Amount 1
Onion and garlic,  Paga and turnip, Onion ve egg, Garbanzo ve Onion,
For manti at Palace, For the palace Chicken braise For aghas
by the marketman by the marketman by the marketman by the marketman
Amount 4 Amount 112 Amount 5 Amount :6
Egg, for lapa Egg ve turnip,  Yoghurt, for the palace Fresh plums, for the palace
Of pages for the palace, by the marketman by the marketman
by the marketman by the marketman
Amount :4 Amount 12 Amount 118 Amount 113
Lettuce, for the palace, by the gardener Cress, tarhun ve Onion, for the palace
by the gardener
Amount 16 Amount 3
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12.6.1469 Monday istanbul

By the cellar chief
Given to the poor
as

Cash 1250

Jug, For the palace
5 pieces
Amount 11

Salva? For the palace

Amount 4

For porterage of
Ice,Flour from Bursa

Cash 25
Egg, For the palace
by the marketman

Amount 3

342

1.095

For the horses of water carriers

for grinded wheat

who bring water to Matbah-1 Amire, 3 keylge ,

cul, kolan, headstall and bag
Amount 1126

Bottle , for Palace

6 pieces , 2
ake¢e each

Amount

Lamb, For the palace,

10 akge each
Amount :30

Jug for boza,
For the palace
3 pieces, 11 akce each

12 Amount :33

18 bas 11 keylge, 8
Amount 1254 akc¢e each
Amount
Chicken , 25 pieces 93 akge
For Kebab , 18 pieces For pashas , 3 For the patients, 4
pieces pieces
Amount 72 Amount : 9Amount

Onion and garlic,
For manti at Palace,
by the marketman
Amount 4

Milk, For the palace,
by the marketman

Amount 5

Sesame oil, for Palace
3 vakiyye
Amount: 18

Box, For the palace,
3 pieces, 3 akge each
Amount :9

Flour , for Matbah-1 Amire Transportation of wheat

Cash 03

Garbanzo and Onion,
For Matbah,

by the marketman
Amount 25

Garbanzo and Onion,

For aghast,
by the marketman
Amount 7



Egg and turnip Yoghurt, For the palace,
For the palace, by marketman by the marketman
Amount 12 Amount 18

Parsley, for soup Lettuce, For the palace ,

Of pages, by the gardener
by the gardener
Amount :30 Amount :6

Parsley, for Palace
by the gardener
Amount :10

Cress, Onion and garlic,
by the gardener

Amount 3

Plum, for the palace

by the gardener
Amount

26
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[5] Hegira 873 Zilhicce month [AD 11.6.1469-9.7.1469]

Hegira 3 Zilhicce 873 Sah giinii [AD 13.6.1469]

Paper , one sheaf

Amount 033

For the palace Oliveoil ,
15 vakiyye 300 dirhem,

6 akce each

Amount 194

Porterage of vinegar
Cash 4

Carnationl, For the palace,
100 dirhem
Amount 114

Repair of a lock
Of palace
Cash :3

344

:3.949

For tinning 3 trays
of Palace,

2 akge each

Cash 16

For the palace, pot,
3 pieces

Amount 05

Cucumber, For the palace,
Amount 120

Ginger, For the palace,
100 dirhem
Amount 9

Copper container, for Palace
, 3 pieces
Amount 010

Chicken, 27 pieces

Kebab
72

Sugar, For the palace,
2 kantar , 63 lodra
1.100 akge each

1100 akge each
Amount  :2.988

For the palace, Bottle,
1 pieces

Amount 16

Sugar, For the palace,

Porterage and kapan harc
of the mentioned

sugar

Cash 5

For the palace vinegar,
4 6lgek, 2 akge each

Amount : 80

Cherry, For the palace,

10 vakiyye, 25 Amount 1111
akege each
Amount 1250
Grinded wheat, For the palace Yoghurt
3 keylge, 10 akge each kisesi, 2 pieces
Amount 130 Amount 111
:107 akge
Muhallebi Pashas Patients
14 9 12



Garbanzo and Onion,for
Matbah, by the marketman

Amount 25

Yoghurt for ayran,
by the marketman

Amount 140

Rice grinding fee

For muhallebi at palace
by the marketman
Cash 3

Paz1, by the gardener
Amount 210
Amount 110

Bag-paca , for Palace and

aghas ,
by the marketman
Amount : 80

Onion and garlic

for mant1 at Palace,

by the marketman
Amount 14

Egg and turnip
by the marketman
Amount 2

Fresh plums, for

pages,
Amount 130

Pureoil , for paca soup
at the palace ,

by the marketman
Amount 01

Kestane, For the palace
by the marketman

Amount : 18

Yoghurt, For the palace,
Amount 118

Fresh plums, for
aghast, by the gardener
Amount 110

Yufka bread, for kelle
paca soup of aghas

Amount 27

Siit, for muhallebi

at the palace

by the marketman
Amount 5

Hiyar and Fresh plums, for Palace
by the gardener

at two times

Amount 126

Cress, tarhun, Onion
and garlic, for Palace
by the gardener
Amount :3
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14.6.1469 Wednesday, istanbul

Flour, For the palace , 4
mud - 5 keylge,

9 akge each

Amount 1729

Pureoil, for matbah
4 kantar,

300 ake¢e each
1.200

Garbanzo and Onion, for Matbah
by the marketman
Amount 025

346

:2.311

For carriage of flour
Porterage
Cash 1 16

Walnut, for matbah
260 pieces

Onion, For the palace,
by the marketman
.3

Amount

Kil, for the palace 24
vakiyye, 1 akce each
Amount 124

Chicken , . 26 pieces

Okne ?, For the palace
2 keylge, 25
akge each

150

:108

For Kebab, 18
pieces ,4 akce each
Amount 172

For the palace,

by the marketman

Amount

Amount 124

Onion and garlic

For the patients, 4
pieces , 3 akge each
Amount 112

Garbanzo and Onion,
For the palace
Amount )



[20] English transcription, 20 July 1469 Friday, Continuing, Matbah-1

Amire
Cheese and | Onion, for | Yoghurt for the | Sumach, for the
Milk, For the | Chicken palace, By the | kitchen 2 okka 9
palace by the | kebab, By the | marketman akce per okka
marketman marketman
Amount :13 | Amount : 8 | Amount :27 | Amount 118
Egg, For the | Pumpkin, Unripe | Pumpkin and | Aubergine,
palace, By the | grape, For the | unripe grape for | For the palace
marketman palace by the | the palace | by the

marketman servants by | marketman

vegetable
gardener
Amount :12 | Amount :19 | Amount 40 | Amount__ : 7
Pumpkin, For | Pumpkin, For | Pumpkin and | Pumpkin and
the workmen of | the palace by | unripe grape, for | unripe grape,
the palace, by | vegetable the soup of | the patients, by
vegetable gardener aghas, by | vegetable
gardener vegetable gardener
gardener

Amount :4 | Amount :4 | Amount :15 | Amount 16

Pazi, for the patients,

by vegetable gardener

Amount

12
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8 July 1469 Saturday, istanbul

1.327

Honey, For the | Porter price for | Apricot, For the | Mulberry, For
palace, 4 | the carriage of | palace the palace
kantar 81 | Honey
lodra, per 180
akce
Amount_ :866 | Amount :15 | Amount :51 | Amount 114
Other expenses

12.216

Cash given out
to the poor by
the cellar
controller

Cash given to 6
palace cooks

Soap, For the |20 heads of
palace cattle for
sacrifice

Amount__ :6000

Amount__ :1999

Amount__ :250 | Amount_ :2980

Cherry, For

Ice, For the

Chicken, 35 wings; kebab, for

the palace palace pastries and the patients
Amount__ :15 | Amount :25 | Amount :135
Garbanzo and | Yoghurt, for | Egg, For the | Onion and
Onion, for the | vegetable dish, | feast at the | garlic, for the
kitchen, By the | By the | palace, By the | meat pasty in
marketman marketman marketman the palace, By
the marketman
Amount :27 | Amount :70 | Amount : 1 | Amount :10
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Egg, for | Yoghurt, for | Onion, for | Yoghurt, For the
Chicken pastry, | ayran for the | Chicken palace by the
By the | pages, By the | kebab for the | marketman
marketman marketman palace, By the
marketman

Amount :1 | Amount :40 | Amount : 8 | Amount 127
Maydanoz, Pumpkin and | Pumpkin and | Pumpkin and
Sarayda corba | unripe grape, for | unripe grape, | unripe grape,
icin, by | the soup for the | for the soup of | For the palace
vegetable palace by | the pages, by | by vegetable
gardener vegetable vegetable gardener

gardener, 2 | gardener

times
Amount :10 | Amount :10 | Amount :30 | Amount 17
Pumpkin, For | Pumpkin, for | Pazi, for the | Pumpkin and
the feast at the | the meal of | pages, by | unripe  grape,
palace, by | workmen at the | vegetable for the patients
vegetable palace, by | gardener by vegetable
gardener vegetable gardener

gardener
Amount : 3 | Amount : 3 | Amount : 8 | Amount 16
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9 July 1469 Sunday, Istanbul 314
Apricot, For the | Pear, For the | Chicken, 21 | Wallnuts, for
palace palace wings for kebab | Maybah-1
Amire, 56.000
pieces
Amount :40 | Amount :16 | Amount :81 | Amount__ : 35
Garbanzo and | Egg, for rice | Yoghurt and | Onion and
Onion, for the | pudding, By the | Egg, for | garlic, for pasty
kitchen, By the | marketman Aubergine for the palace,
marketman braise By the
marketman
Amount :25 | Amount :40 | Amount : 5 | Amount :10
Trotters and | Cheese, for pita | Yoghurt, for the | Onion, for
turnip, For the | for the palace, | vegetable dish | Chicken kebab
palace, By the | By the | of aghas, By the | for the palace,
marketman marketman marketman By the
marketman
Amount :12 | Amount 17 | Amount : 7 | Amount 1 8
Yoghurt, For | Pumpkin and | Aubergine, for | Pumpkin, For
the palace, By | unripe grape, for | braise at the | the palace, by
the marketman | the soup, Dby | palace, By the | vegetable
vegetable marketman gardener
gardener
Amount :10 | Amount :10 | Amount :60 | Amount : 3
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Pumpkin, for the | Pumpkin, for the vegetable dish of the
workmen, aghas

By vegetable gardener

Amount : 3 Amount :15

Total expenditure in the mentioned Zilhicce month: 63.595
Expenditure of Matbah-1 Amire: 61.379

Honey, 4
kantar, 81
lodra

Pure oil, 35
kantar, 28 lodra

First class | Ordinary sugar,
sugar, 119 kantar, 71
kantar, 5 lodra | lodra

Amount__ :866

Amount__ :9020

Amount__:2090

Amount___ :9048

Flour, for pure
bread, 51 mud,
14 keylce

Chicken, 851
wings For the
palace

Sheep, 5 head

Lamb, 18 head

Amount__ :9489

Amount :3386

Amount__ :180

Amount__ :254

Red grape, 11
kantar, 58
lodra

Black grape, 17
kantar, 22 lodra

peach, 3 kantar,
10 lodra

Figs, 3 kantar,
84 lodra

Amount__ :806

Amount :999

Amount 1372

Amount :370

Almond, 2 | Starch, kantar, | Saffron, 26 | Grinded wheat,
kantar, 12 lodra | 90 lodra vakiyye mud, 6 keylce
Amount :551 | Amount :153 | Amount :1570 | Amount :280
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Tarhana Pounded wheat, | Lentil, 17 keylce | Cash, for tinning
foodstuff, 6 | 4 keylce 126 pieces of
keylce copper pot
Amount :96 | Amount :64 | Amount :316 | Amount 1733
Oliveoil, kantar, | Sesame o0il, 9 | Vinegar, 262 | Fruit, For the

65 vakiyye vakiyye liter palace

Amount :374

Amount :54

Amount 1591

Amount 1878

Cash, for the | Boza, For the | Savla, for boza | Carnation, 2
price of  the | palace at the palace vakiyye, 100
porter, paid once dirham
Amount 1466 | Amount :95 | Amount :20 | Amount 1134
Ginger, 100 | Okre, 2 keylce | Walnut Lemon pickles,
dirham For the palace
Amount : 9 | Amount :50 | Amount :123 | Amount, :36
Tail fat, for | Lokma dessert, | Un, for bagel | Su, for bairam
palace bread, 3 | for bairam for | and pure bread, | for the kitchen
vakiyye the palace and | 3 keylce

the divan, 5

vakiyye
Amount :15 | Amount :350 | Amount :48 | Amount :30
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Sukus, 4 | Ice, For the | Copper vessels, | Bowl, for picnic

pieces, per 2 | palace For the palace, | at the bairam,

akce 2 pieces 1.000 pieces

Amount :8 | Amount :25 | Amount :20 | Amount :500

Bowl, 8 pieces, | Wax, For the | Boiler spoon, | Provender

For the palace palace, 2 pieces for Matbah-1 | (corn) for the
Amire, 2 pieces | doves of the

palace, 1 sinik

Amount : 7 | Amount :16 | Amount, : 5 | Amount 12

Garbanzo, Onion, Yoghurt, | Various vegetables,

Sumach, mint, Cheese, By the gardener Yusuf

Egg etc.

By the marketman

Amount 14000 Amount :2003

For the clothing of the pages ifteke, for the | cotton, for | Headstall,
cellar, 1 | Enderun, 1 | cloth, girth for
pieces okka the horses of

watermen of

Matbah-1 Amire

a- Waistband, 2 pieces 470
b- Cover, 4 pieces 260
c- Kalice, 4 pieces 200

d- Drawing string, 4 pieces 38 | watermen of
. M h-
e- Cone, 4 pieces 60 A at_ba !
mire

f- Baggy trousers, 4 pieces 56
g- Boots, 1 pair 24
Total Amount__ :1102

Amount__ :59

Headstall,
cloth, girth for
the horses of

Amount__ :59

Amount :18

Amount_ :126
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Jugs, For the | Bottle, For the | Box, For the | Paper, For the
palace 16 | palace 24 | palace, 15 | palace, 4 decks
pieces pieces pieces
Amount :38 | Amount 79 | Amount :52 | Amount :10
Pitcher, for | Yoghurt bowl, | Clay, For the | Linseed oil, For
boza, 9 pieces For the palace, | palace, 24 okka | the bathroom of
4 pieces the palace, 6
okka

Amount :16 | Amount :19 | Amount :24 | Amount :20
Hasir, For the | Fic1i, bayramda | Musamma, For | Tar, For the
palace 16 | suicin, 6 pieces | the palace 1 | palace, 17,5
pieces pieces okka
Amount :48 | Amount :66 | Amount :50 | Amount :23
Asfur seed, For | Comb, for | Wick, for the candles | Hum, For the
the palace, 1 | dogs, 4 | of the palace, 1 okka | palace, 2 okka
okka pieces
Amount :30 | Amount_ : 4 | Amount 22 Amount__ :12

Alum, For the | For the repair of

palace, candlesticks and

9 okka locks

Amount 112 Amount :26
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Above given sample is a record of a long list showing
palace kitchen expenditures. As it can be understood, a
part of this list is given here. Some long detailed sections
are skipped and are shown with (...... ). Accounting record of
this sample in modern day form is not given because of its

length.
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241. Accounting Record Sample 2 from the
Growth Period

This sample belongs to Atik (old) Mosque in Edirne.

Siyakat form of Atik Mosque sample:
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Translation of Atik Mosque with Arabic letters:

[139b-140a/277-278]
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English form of Atik Mosque Sample:

1-

Accounting of the Old Mosque in Edirne covering 11 months from 1
Ramazan 894 (19 July 1488) — 30 Receb 895 (19 June 1489).
Recorded on 11 Sa’ban 896 (AD 19 June 1491).

2- Properties (Revenue) for 11 months 113.829
Remainder from the last year. From 1 Ramazan 893 (9 August 1488)
to 29 Sa’ban 894 (28 July 1489). 25.912
3- From rental revenues
Between 1 Ramazan 894 (29 July 1489) — 30 Receb 895 (19 June
1490), for 11 months 87.917
Clothes From several Mukataa From room rents
Shops shops rents
30.068 26.703 30.580 585
4- Subtraction from this
Compulsory expenditures on salaries and other things between 1
Sevval 894 (28 August 1489) and 29 Sa’ban 895 (18 July 1490).
78.829
5- Payments for several clerks for the conditions of the founder
between 1 Sevval 894 (28 July 1489) and 29 Sa’ban 895 (18 July
1490). 76.605
6- Payments for the clergy in accordance to the conditions of the
founder between 1 Sevval 894 (28 August 1489) and 29 Sa’ban 895
(18 July 1490).
Payment to the trustee Haci between 1 Sevval 894 (28 August 1489)
and 22 Sa’ban 895 (11 July 1490) for 10 months 11 days. 15 akce
per day: 4.815
Preacher Imam Head muezzin Clz (Kuran) reader
Daily 15 Daily Daily 29 people, Daily
akce 15 akce 10 akce 2 akce, total 58 akce
“La ilahe illallah” prayers Muezzins Kayyims
14 people per 3 akce 4 people, Daily Sanitation workers
13 people per 2 akce total per 4 akge 3 people per
Daily 29 akge 16 akce 2 akce total 6 akce
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Muarrif Depot Clerk Market Guards

Prayer 3 akge 4 people, per 2,5 akge, 10 akce
Total
59.265
Daily 11 Months Monthly
165 54.450 4.815

7- Foundation pensioners

Mtuderris and Nazir Clz okuyan Hoshan

Students total Daily 5 Daily 4 akce For good

Daily 30 akce akce voiced hafiz 4
akce

Muvakkit Cabi Sanction workers

For prayer time For collecting Daily

decisioners foundation revenues 1

S akce Daily 1,5 akce

Seyyid Ahmed, noktaci (inventory officer) 15 Rebi’tilahir 895 (AD 8
March 1490) — 29 Sa’ban 895 (AD 18 July 1490). For Daily 1 akce 4,5
months makes

135

8- Expenditures
1 Sevval 894 (28 August 1489) — 29 Sa’ban 895 (18 July 1490)

2.764
9- Compulsory expenditures
1.485
For the candles of mosques For the watercarriers who
Oliveoil price, Daily. Bring water. Daily 1,5
3 akce for 11 months akce for 11 months
990 495
10- Several expenditures
907
Price of 62 piece of Wax For Kayyims
straw; 14 akce each 2 pieces
868 akce 14 akce 25 akce
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11- Shop repairs

For depots
40 Piece of wood
3 akce each

120

1000 pieces of tile
1,5 akge each
150 akce

12-Payments

283 akce

Rod Price Nail Door

2 akce 4 akce

7 akce

For carts
Bringing soil
10 akce

13- Remainder

89 akce
Carpenters Mtusakiyye

85 akcge 24 akce

14- Remainder of that

35.000 akce

Payment for the repair of the market in view of the document shown

by Kadi Ahmed Celebi:

15-Final remainder

4.000 akce

31.000 akce

Completed 24 Ramazan 896 (AD 31 July 1491).

Muallim Cevdet Scriptures, Atattirk Library, Nr. 091, 139b / 277.
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242. Accounting Record Sample 3 from the
Growth Period

This third sample in Stairs form from the growth period of

Ottoman Empire shows daily wage record of Sophia region
jizyah.
Siyakat form of Sophia jizyah sample:
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Translation of Sophia jizyah sample with Arabic letters:
[444/886]
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English transcription of Sophia Jizyah Sample:

1- Jizyah accounting of the Christians of Sophia, Sehirkdéy and Izenpol
provinces for Hegira 894 (AD 5 December 1488 — 24 November 1489). It
is prepared by Malkarali Muhyiddin, previous emin of Sophia and
recorded on 24 Reb’tlahir 896 (AD 6 March 1491) It is checked with
Dervis Ali.

2- Sophia Province

Actual House Actual Jizyah Widow Jizyah
Number amount amount
7.160 546.801 948 28.470

Sehirkéy and izenpol Province

Actual House Actual Jizyah Widow Jizyah
Number amount amount
5.215 390.428 484 9.628

Nevyafte (Newly recorded jizyah obligator)

Number of Houses Jizyah Amount
2 54

Total
Number of Houses Jizyah Amount

5.217 390.482
3- Total
Actual House Actual Jizyah Widow Jizyah
Number amount amount
12.375 937.229 1.432 28.098

Nevyafte (Newly recorded jizyah obligator)

Number of Houses Jizyah Amount
2 54
4- Total
With taxes 988.392
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Number of Jizyah Widow Jizyah
Houses amount amount
12.377 937.283 1.432 28.098
Kitabet (writing) Accounting fee Voynuk tax Harac
fee, 1 akce 2 akce for every 7 akce for tax,
for every 100 houses 556 houses 1 akce
10 houses for every
house

1.380 1.930 3.892 13.809

Tips
2.000
5- Subtraction
987.241

Deposited to Hazine-i Amire
At two times:

For the salaries of Radomir
between 12 Receb 895-

12 Receb 896 (AD 1 July 1490 -
21May 1491)

2.720

Oil and mat price for the mosque
200

For the yearly salaries of Rumeli
Beylerbeyi mescid in Sophia
Between 27 Ramazan 895 -

27 Ramazan 896 (AD14 August
1490 - 3 August 1491)

Daily 3 akce a year makes

1.080 akce

Yearly salaries of Sehirkdy mosque
attendants between 17 Saban 895 -
17 Saban 896 (AD 6 July 1490-
25 June 1491), 9 akce daily
3.240

Yearly salary of Preznik mosque
imam Muhyiddin between
24 Cumadelula 895-24 Cumadelala
896 (AD 15 April 1490 - 4 April
1491) from 2 akge daily

720

The money given to Sophia

kadi and Harc-1 Hassa in

accordance to a decree at three time
178.559

7 Receb 895 (AD 27 May 1490)
100.000
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1490)

28 Ramazan 895(AD 15 August

48.000
By cavalier Ali in accordance to the
decree and documentation of
Rumeli Kazaskeri Alaeddin on 6
Sevval 895 (AD 23 August 1490)

30.000
Akce and Kise Rent
Rent For kise and etc.
10 load 20 surre
1.800 200
6-
Remainder
1.151

Arrived on 27 Rebi’ilahir 896 (AD 9 March 1491).

376



243. Accounting Record Sample 4 from the
Growth Period

The fourth example from the growth period shows

jizyah records of Arhos.
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Siyakat form of Arhos jizyah:

L
—f-.’_-l rd
~<F. g - W{J
~ib v
= (O
= -
oS sl R ety e
3 T e
N‘:J‘J
-
T -
g
r T S £ oy e TR T
i
i = R ——-(;‘ = (%) ‘-A‘.cha —._“-"
i R ::_}4 >
e |
(=) n
g
—_—— D —_———
——‘:;T.:__é_ig s L --L.-.’UL;&:_-.-L. "-*‘-Jk‘_ﬂ-_‘ﬂ:
Jip d U -
i e (3 = J
= wiHB st €
| - [
T o = — e
FREE A = " [
e et (T EeTL P TN P
' ~k-¢t€ o e =
| o e ¢"§:
~< /
g T 1 S P e T AR
FEZEs volre Ul ke = == 3 = o o aangsr—,
| q - ac D2 3 suvpes wal o nﬁ-ﬁu -
[ Js:malaswéw: &L_,;Tjhs_,"d’,.a@é’:“"
PO Y Y T Wy S P i . # . b 10
< - Bohtt w2 P
- sl LB (-_J-_gua,‘.,',‘.,rq_’lc‘_,,_,,
.- Ee
.
-2 wrw,
| cuLumn S C BT R

378



Translation of Arhos jizyah with Arabic letters:
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English form of Arhos Jizyah Sample:

Jizyah accounting of the Arhos province Christians. Jizyah accounting
of Hegira 945 (AD 30 May 1538 — 18 May 1539). It was prepared by the
control of Yunus of Mora of the 55. regiment of cavalry troops and
clerkship of Suleyman of Horpeste of the 139 regiment of cavalry troops
and recorded on 23 Sevval 947 (AD 20 February 1541). Checked by
Kemal Bey.

Arhos
province
Number of Jizyah Number of Jizyah
Houses Amount Widows Amount
4.235 118.011 154 2.618

The difference

Because of the new jizyah

275

Total

118.286
New Jizyah Taxpayers Leakage
House Jizyah Widow House Jizyah Widow
29 527 2 10 179 1

Jizyah Jizyah
34 17
Total
House Jizyah Widow Jizyah
4.274 118.992 157 2.669
Total
Jizyah revenue with taxes
127.788
House Jizyah Tax
Widows included Widows included 1 akce Per House
4.431 121.661 4.431
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Clerkship Account fees Tip
tax

443 243 1.000

Subtraction
118.504
Payment for the guardians of Payment for the cavalier of Arhos
Muton as tree month salaries for the months of Rebiilahir,
Of Recep, Saban and Ramazan Cemaziyelevvel and Cemaziyelahir
in 946 (12 Nov 1539 — Feb 1540) 946 (16 Aug 1539 — 11 Nov 1539)
63.000 52.264

Payment for the clergy of Arhos
As yearly salaries
3 akce per day
Documented by the kadi
3.240

Balance

9.284
2 Zilka’de 947 (AD 28 Feb 1540)
Documented in Hazine-i Amire.

MAD, 6898.
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244. Accounting Record Sample 5 from the
Growth Period

This fifth sample from the growth period of Ottoman
Empire shows the jizyah revenues and expenditures from

Gordos province.

384



Siyakat form of Goérdos jizyah:
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Translation of Gérdos jizyah with Arabic letters:
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English form of Gérdos Jizyah:

Jizyah accounting of Goérdos province of Muslim calendar year 945 [30 May 1538 -18 May 1539]. Prepared
under the control of Ibrahim Hazin from the 96.regiment of artillery and secretaryship of Yusuf of Trabzon from
the same regiment on 7 Zilka’de 947 [ AD 5 March 1541].

Controlled with the apprentice Ahmet Celebi of Rumelia accounting office.

Gordos province

Number Jizyah Number Jizyah
Of Houses Amount of widows Amount
3.463 105.533 243 4.131

Excess because of
The new jizyah

720
Total
106.253
Escapees
Number of houses Jizyah Amount
64 1.801
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Total

Number Jizyah Number Jizyah
Of houses Amount of widows Amount
3.527 108.054 243 4.131
Total
Jizyah revenue with taxes 119.556
Houses Jizyah Amount Tax
Widows included Widows included 1 akce
Per house

S5.770 112.185 5.770
Office Accounting expenses Tip
expenses

377 224 1.000

Subtractions

Paid to the Mustafa of Morea by Kasim of Morea for three month salaries of Muton castle guardians covering
Muslim calendar 946 Receb, Sa’ban and Ramazan (12 November 1539 — 8 February 1540) by the documentation
of Gordos kadi on the edict of the sultan

104.000

Remainder
15.556
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Bailee share

6.778
From
8 Zilka’de 947 (6 March 1541)
3.720
MAD, 6898.
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Clerk share

6.778

From From
9 Zilhicce 947 11 Safer 948
(6 April 1541) (6 June 1541)
2.436 710

From

27 Sevval 948

(13 February 1542)
2.422



3. THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE UNTIL THE TANZIMAT
(1579-1839)

30. General Information

Political historians define the period between the conquest
of Istanbul and the decease of Sokullu Mehmet Pasha
(1539) as the ascension period of the Ottoman Empire. The
period between the years of 1579 and 1863 is called the
stagnation period. 1683 is the year of the Second Siege of
Vienna. The period between the years of 1683 and 1792 is
the period of regression and 1792 is the year in which the
Treaty of Jassy was signed. As is known, the period between
the years of 1792 and 1922 is called the dissolution period
of the Ottoman Empire29°. However, as it has been
emphasized previously, we conducted our study through an
assortment that is distinct from the generally accepted
classifications mentioned above of the historians and we
had previously explained so. Under this title, we are going
to handle a period that is as long enough as to include the
stagnation, regression and a certain amount of the
dissolution period as our aim here is not to classify the
Ottoman Empire according to political history, but to
perceive the phases that “the stairs accounting record
method” has gone through. For that reason, we consider an

assortment that is commensurable with our study more

299 Guvemli, ibid., p. 327.
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useful than the generally accepted one. Therefore, under
the title of “the Ottoman Empire until the Tanzimat”, the
period between the years of 1579 and 1839 is going to be
predicated. This vast period covers the Stagnation,
Regression and a certain amount of the Dissolution Period

of the Ottoman Empire.

The Ottoman Emperors in this period are3°9;

Murad III 1574-1595
Mehmed III 1595-1603
Ahmed I 1603-1617
Mustafa I (Ist timel617-1618)

(2nd time 1622-1623)

Osman II (the Young) 1618-1622
Murad IV 1623-1640
Sultan Ibrahim 1640-1648
Mehmed IV 1648-1687
Suleyman II 1687-1691
Ahmed II 1691-1695
Mustafa II 1695-1703
Ahmed III 1703-1730

300 Alan Palmer, Son U¢ Yiiz Y1l Osmanli imparatorlugu, Cev: Belkis
Corakei Disbudak, Istanbul: Turkiye Is Bankas: Kultiir Yayinlari, 2000,
p. 271.
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Mahmud I 1730-1754

Osman III 1754-1757
Mustafa III 1757-1774
Abdulhamid I 1774-1789
Selim IIT 1789-1807
Mustafa IV 1807-1808
Mahmud II 1808-1839

As is seen, during the period we handle, 19 emperors

came into force in the Ottoman Empire.

31. Political Structure during the Period until the

Tanzimat

When Ahmet I came into force, the Ottoman Empire was in
war with Austria on the west and with Iran on the east. At
the beginning of the century, the Treaty of Zsitvatorok
which was signed in 1604 as a result of the successes of the
Crimean Khan in Moldavia, Wallachia and Ardeal, the war
of Austria came to an end which had been going on for 15
years then and the Ottoman Empire accepted the fact that
its move towards Europe ceased. No certain conclusion was
reached after the wars with the Iranian Shah Abbas and
peace was made in 1612, but three years later, the war

resumed. In Anatolia continued the Jelali Revolts and
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Murat Pasha the Well-digger had a hard time putting them
down. Ahmed [ reigned during a period of wars and he is
known for his not abiding by the tradition of brother killing
which continued since Beyazid II. The Blue Mosque was
constructed during the reign of Ahmed I. As the Mustafa I
the successor of Ahmed I was doubted to mentally
unbalanced, he was dethroned and his nephew Osman II
(the Young) came to the throne. After Osman II was
murdered, Mustafa I came into force again. However, the
fact that the court was governed by the women caused
discomfort and moreover the accession-baksheesh (culus)
granted to the soldiers, the gifts and weakening of the
treasury due to the ongoing wars and the revolts in Anatolia
intensified this discomfort. Hereupon Mustafa [ was
dethroned again after a short reign. And it is essential to
express that Osman II made peace agreement after long
wars with Iran but, he went to war against Poland as the
Crimean Khans attacked Poland and the Polish responded,
yet he could get nothing out of it301,

In 1623, after Osman II who came to the throne at an
early age with no experience and was murdered as a result
of a military action directly against the emperor, Murad IV
came into force at the age of twelve which is very early

again. It is hard to say that these child emperors ruled the

301 Guvemli, ibid., p. 328.
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country. As a matter of fact, in this period, it is witnessed
that the soldiers constantly revolted, bribery and disorder
became more prevalent, and rule of force increased in
Anatolia. During the reigns of these young emperors it is
also known that good governance was achieved with the
charge of experienced, knowledgeable and successful

statesmen302,

The Ottoman Empire was able to begin satisfactory
military campaigns only after Murad IV who gained
experience at the throne pacified the internal situation in a
disciplined manner. The successes of this emperor in Tabriz
and Yerevan in 1635 may not have helped take possession
of Azerbaijan but the Ottoman army regained Baghdad.
After Baghdad was taken, Kasr-i Sirin Peace Treaty which
was signed in 1639 between the two states was similar in
general aspects to the Amasya Agreement of 1555 meaning
that Azerbaijan remaining in Iran and Iraq in Ottoman
Empire. The arduous war which had begun with the
Ottoman army entering in Azerbaijan and continued for 60
years with a number of intervals ended causing nothing but
exhaustion for both sides. After the peace of Kasr-i Sirin,
both countries realized that they could get nothing from
each other so the boarder between the Ottomans and the

Safavids remained quiet. For the rest of the 17t century

302 Guvemli, ibid., p. 328.
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The Ottoman Empire was busy with its western boarders
but never ignored the Safavid danger and dealt with the
border tribes in a cautious manner. As the two great
empires of the western Asia seized stabilization in the
region at last, they were very careful about maintaining the

peaces0s,

When sultan Ibrahim came to the throne, he had led
a life as if he had been in a cage. For that reason it was
impossible to expect a good ruling from him. As a result,
the state was governed by the women of the court and his
mother Kosem Sultan. At the beginning of the second half
of the 17t century, the emperor was Mehmed IV (the
Hunter). As absolute peace agreements were reached on the
eastern boarders at the time of Murad IV, the Ottoman
Empire directed its power again on the west. The middle of
the second half of the 17t century is a period when the
ottomans were again successful in Europe. The second
siege of Vienna by Merzifonlu Kara Mustafa Pasha in 1683
brought the end of this period of success and most of the
continuous wars beginning with this fiasco ended up in
defeats and at the end of the century in 1699 the Treaty of
Karlowitz was signed. Mehmed IV (the Hunter) was not

engaged in state affairs due to his interest in hunting,

303 Metin Kunt, Sina Aksin, Suraiya Faroghi, Zafer Toprak, Huseyin G.
Yurdaydin ve Ayla Odekan, Tiirkiye Tarihi 3, Osmanli devleti 1600-
1908, 5. Basim, Istanbul: Cem Yayinevi, Temmuz 1997, p. 23-24.
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stayed mostly in Edirne after the Siege of Vienna causing a
vacuum of power in the capital Istanbul so was not able to
remain upon the throne. In 1687 Suleyman II came into
force who had lived a cage life as in the case of his father
Sultan Ibrahim. For that reason he was not expected to be
successful. But he appointed Kopruluzade Fazil Mustafa
Pasha as his grand vizier. Fazil Mustafa Pasha cast an iron
discipline in the country by means of “administrative and
judicial” regulations and put Serbia and Belgrade under
Ottoman rule again (1691) enabled the Ottoman Empire to
be successful in its most harsh period. The harsh condition
the Ottoman Empire was in, stemmed from the holy
alliance made in 1684 by the House of Habsburg of

Austria, Poland and Venice against the Ottomans304.

Aftermath Suleyman II’s death in Edirne in 1691 on
his way to campaign, Ahmed II came to the throne. During
the short reign of Ahmed II, the Ottoman Armies was
partially successful in Europe and Aegean; but during the
reign of his successor Mustafa II, after the Zenta defeat in
1697 Ottoman Empire had to sign the Treaty of Karlowitz
leaving Hungary to Austria, Morea to the Venetians, and
Podolia to the Polish. Keeping in mind that one year later in
1700 leaving Azov to Russia with the Treaty of

Constantinople, the Ottoman Empire tired with all these

304 Guvemli, ibid., p. 329.
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wars of 16 years, preferred entering the 18th century in a
period of peace in order to stabilize its internal affairs. The
Ottomans were going to enter a period in which it was going
to realize its military and administrative weakness in view of
the western powers as a result of the series of defeats
starting with the defeat of Vienna and seek the solution in
the West. Mustafa II reigned in such a period but due to the
love and respect he felt for his teacher Feyzullah Efendi,
Mustafa II disregarded his unfairness leading him lose his
crown in 1703 as a result of the “First Edirne Event”. And
the reign of Ahmet III which would continue until 1730, got

started.

The Russo-Turkish War that began with the Swedish
King Charles XII taking refuge in the Ottoman Empire after
he was defeated against the Russian, ended with the well
known Treaty of the Pruth a as result of the call for peace
from Petro during the reign of Ahmed IIl. Again in 1715 the
military action taken against Morae and Crete and lose of
Belgrade in 1716 after Damat Ali Pasha’s defeat against the
Austrian Prince Eugene resulted in the Treaty of
Passarowitz which was also signed during the reign of the
same emperor. It is known that the period of war was
abated with the advice of peace from Nevsehirli Ibrahim
Pasha and a period of peace ruled between the years of
1718 and1730. The name of this period is Tulip Era and its

characteristics include activities such as the opening of the
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first printing house (1727), the setting up of the paper
factory, attaching importance to local arts such as
chinaware, opening of libraries, constructing palaces and
chalets inspired by the Europeans. However, such
negativities such as amusement and dissipation caused
discomfort among the public and the revolt of Patrona Halil
broke out in such an atmosphere where upon the emperor
was obliged to leave his throne. After Mahmut I came into
force and put the revolt down started to tackle with the
Iranian wars and made a peace agreement in 1732. But this
period of peace did not last long and this time, war against
the Russian broke out. Following the war which began in
1736, the Austrians attacked the Ottoman territory leading
another war. In 1738 success was achieved against Austria
and Serbia and Belgrade was taken back. Peace agreements
were signed with Austria and then Russia. During these
peace negotiations the French wanted to renew the terms of
capitulation (1740). The war against Iran ended with the
peace agreement in 1746. The rest of the reign of Mahmud I
until 1754 was a period of peace without fighting.

The Ottomans were able to succeed in the wars
during the reign of Mahmud I and they entered an
important era of peace after these wars. The crucial political
formations taking place in Europe at the second half of the
18th century is one of the most fundamental causes of this

era.
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As matter of fact, during the short reign of Osman III
(1754-1757) no considerable event took place except for the
big fires in Istanbul and a number of epidemics, and in the
first ten years of Mustafa III who came to the throne after
the decease of Osman III, no important threat of war was
faced. It can be attributed to the grand vizier Koca Ragip
Pasha who prevented the calls for war. It is observed that
the Ottomans made use of this period by taking initiatives
of reform in the army, amending the artillery class, opening
the Naval School and the Chamber of Engineers. After the
decease of Koca Ragip Pasha, the long term of peace led to
a hunger for the victories. When those escaped from Poland
taking advantage of the internal chaos and took refuge in
the Ottoman Empire, war was declared against Russia,
with the encouragement by the French. Bur the Ottoman
army was defeated against the Russians in Kartal near the
Danube River. This war resulted in the burning down of the
Ottoman Navy in 1770 in Cesme by the Russians who from
Baltic Sea arrived in the Mediterranean and loss of Crimea
in 1771. The treaty of Kucuk Kaynarca was signed following
these defeats in the year of 1774. With this treaty, Crimea
proclaimed independence and the obligation of opening
Black Sea to the Russian trade emerged. The straits were

opened to Russian trade ships after this treaty305.

305 Guvemli, ibid., p. 330-331.
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When Abdtilhamit I came to the throne, the Russo-
Turkish war had reached its last phase. Aftermath of the
war, the state had to deal with the disorders in various
provinces and seek solutions for the ever-growing financial
hardships. These reform projects could not be completed
due to the break out of the Iranian war in 1775. However,
actions were taken in order to restore the army by the
leading statesmen Grand Vizier Mehmed Pasha and Halil
Hamid Pasha between the years of 1780 and 1785 with the
help of French artillery and lagimci (tunnel diggers) officers
specialized in their fields. It is also known that, in order to
be ready for a war against the Russians, special care was
taken for the fortification of the Rumelia and Caucasus
shores and there was an attempt to increase the number of
the artillery corps. One of the important causes of this
preparation was the fact that Crimea had been annexed by
the Russians in 1784. While getting prepared for a war
against Russia, the School of Mathematics was opened with
the contributions of Baron De Tott and this school was
expanded by carrying it to the navy yard, the department of
military engineering was opened in the Engineering School
and an attempt was made in order to facilitate the timarh
sipahiler (cavaliers with fief feoff). By the way, it should also
be stressed here that the printing house which had been
closed after the decease of Ibrahim Muteferrika, was

reopened with the efforts of Beylik¢i Rasid Efendi in 1782.

403



The annexation of Crimea by the Russian led a
considerable amount of immigration from Crimea. This was
the first great immigration the Ottomans had ever faced.
This situation and the provocative behaviors of Catherina II
of Russia made it inevitable to declaration of war on Russia
by the Ottoman Empire. Immediately after the beginning of
this war, Austria joint the war forcing the Ottomans to fight
on two fronts. Even though the Ottoman army won a
number of fights against Austria, they lost the Castle of
Khotin and then Ozi against Russia. Meanwhile,
Abdulhamit died and Selim III came to the throne. But the
Russians had occupied Wallachia and Moldavia and Austria
had taken Belgrade. Along with it, Russia was also fighting
with Sweden, Austria was tackling with the nationalist
revolts in Holland and Hungary, the Ottoman Empire made
an alliance with Prussia in 1790, the expanding effects of
the French Revolution created discomfort for Austria and
Russia. And all these situations created a positive
atmosphere for the Ottomans and Belgrade was taken back
in the meantime. But the Ottomans faced crucial defeats as
they continued to fight against the Russians and as a

consequence they had to sign the Treaty of Jassy in 1792.

After the Treaty of Jassy, it inevitably came into the
picture that the internal order of the Ottoman Empire was
harmed and it had to be amended. In view of these

circumstances, Selim III launched the “Nizam-i Cedid” (New
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Order) movement in an attempt to educate the soldiers in a
disciplined manner using European methods. This situation
led to a desire for the abolition of the Janissary class. A
requirement for amendments emerged not only on military
field but on administrative and financial areas as well. In
order to accomplish this, the aristocrats were asked to write
a “layiha” (opinion). After taking their opinions, the order of
Nizam-i Cedid (New Order)30¢ was established without
touching the Janissaries. The Janissaries undoubtedly were
going to object it. They did not want to abide by the
instructions prepared for them. The civilians were also
engaged in the purchase and selling of the Janissary
“esamisi” which the Janissaries owned as a “pay book” in
order to get their 3-month payments and which had a
market like that of bond. The attempt to prevent this
purchase and selling activities created discomfort not only
for the Janissaries but also the others who were involved.
Therefore these people stated to provoke the Janissaries.
When Selim III sent his Nizam-i Cedid soldiers to Edirne in
order to put the Serbian revolt down, the rebels attacked
the soldiers and launched the Second Edirne Event. This
action in 1806 grew with the revolt of Kabakc¢i Mustafa in
1807 and resulted in withdrawal of Selim III from his

throne. When Alemdar Mustafa Pasha wanted to bring him

306 Nizam-1 Cedid: They are the refomations brought to the Ottoman
Empire to find a “westernized” solution to the disorder in the country.
Rifat Ucarol, Siyasi Tarih, Istanbul: Filiz Kitabevi, 1995, p. 105.
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back to the throne, the emperor was murdered in 1808.
Selim IIT did not have to tackle with important events except
for the occupation of Egypt by Napoleon in 1798. This war
ended in the success of Rezzak Ahmet Pasha against
Napoleon and withdrawal of the French from Egypt after the
peace was made. As a consequence Selim III was able to
make efforts to improve the internal order in administrative,
military and financial dimensions in the XIX. century.
Amending the negative situation of the financial structure
resulting from the long wars and initiatives taken in order
to rearrange the administrative structure that would
provide public order and peace were as important as the
renewal of the military structure. Therefore Selim III tried to
take many financial precautions and attempted for a while

to regulate the vassalage and fief procedures with new laws.

However, it would not be misleading to say that these
efforts of Selim III were not that successful. But this
movement of “reform” would be continued by Mahmud II
(1808-1839) and Abdulmecit (1839-1861) in the XIX.

century and the Tanzimat reform era was going to begin307.

At this point, it is essential to mention Mustafa Resit
Pasha. He was the student of Pertev Pasha who was a
supporter of the British policy (and opponent of Russia). He

worked as the ambassador in Paris between the years of

307 Guvemli, ibid., p. 332-333.
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1834 and 1836 and in London between the years of 1836
and 1837. He became the Minister of Foreign Affairs
(13/7/1837). After signing the Treaty of Balta Liman he
became the London Ambassador continuing to be the
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
a country at the same time being the London Ambassador is
a clear indictor of the fact that the fate of that country is
largely dependent on Britain. He came to Istanbul in August
1839 in order to congratulate the accession of Abdulmecid
and began to work for the Tanzimat. Mustafa Resit Pasha
succeeded in his efforts and the Tanzimat was declared

(03/11/1839)308,

This document is also called “Gulhane Hatt-i
Humayun” as it was read in Gulhane (the royal garden). It
was briefly explained in the document that the empire had
been powerful and the public had lived in prosperity as the
Sheriat was obeyed since the establishment of the Ottoman
Empire, but for 150 years deficiencies and poverty broke
out due to the violation of Sheriat and beneficial laws.
However, it was possible to achieve development thanks to
the geographical location and fertile soil and the skilled
people of the country. Leading precautions were the
protection of life, chastity and property. A person whose life

and property is under guarantee would dedicate himself to

308 Kunt et.al., 1997, ibid., p. 123-124.
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his job, “the enthusiasm for the nation and the state and
the devotion to the country would increase”. Those who
needed safety of life and property most were the executive
military segment who falls out side the “ulema” (the
scholars) of the governing class. As is known, these people
had the status of vassal which may lead them to be
executed without trial (political kill), and the property of
those who worked in high office and so that made fortune

could be confiscated309,

32. Economic Structure Until The Tanzimat

Along with the abundance of mines in the XVI. century, the
financial ties were strengthened with the urban and rural
population. The usage of “Sikke” (a type of coin) was
introduced in the rural area and the peasants sold their
products in the bazaars and fairs. The money usage

increased. The loan network started to expand 319,

In the second half of the XVII. century, the expansion
of the Ottomans who had continuously widened its
boarders until the Siege of Vienna in 1683, reached its final
size. On the vast territory of the Empire, there were the

products of warm countries in Yemen and Egypt, various

309 Kunt et.al., 1997, ibid., p. 124.

310 Sevket Pamuk, “Osmanlilarda Para ve Enflasyon”, Cogito, istanbul:
Yap1 Kredi Yayinlari, Osmanlilar Ozel Sayisi, Issue 19, Summer 1999, p.
180.
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agricultural products of wide agricultural soils in Anatolia
and Thrace and ports accommodating international trade
on Mediterranean, Aegean and Black Sea. And in the
meantime the ports of Egypt had become the center of
transit trade. In the various parts of the Empire, iron,
copper and lead mines were run3!l. The empire had a self-

sufficient financial structure.

The iron extracted in Kigi was brought to Istanbul.
Silver and copper mines in Gumushane, silver mines in
Inegol, copper mines in Kagizman, silver mines in Navarbe
in southern Serbia, in Salonika and Sidere were constantly
run during the XVII and XVIII. centuries. There were mints
which coined silver Sikkes in some of these mines. State
run them either by renting or appointing its officers called
‘emin’ and accounting records were kept in a tidy manner.
These records survived until present and they are notable
accounting documents. It is known that the textile industry
in the Ottoman Empire maintained its development during
the XVII. and XVIII. centuries. Cloths, velvet and silk
fabrics and countless other fabrics were woven in Anatolia.
It is also known that the woolen cloth production in Ankara
region dates back to these years and the European
merchants purchased these clothes on site. The production

of velvet and silk clothes in Bursa and Bilecik kept growing

311 Trak, ibid., p. 363 vd.
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in the XVII. century as can be learnt from the Seyahatname
(travel book) of Evliya Celebi. Textile industry became
widespread in many provinces of the empire and it
developed in regions such as Damascus, Trabzon and
Salonika. With the development of textile industry in
Europe, the Europeans intended to purchase cotton and
cotton thread from Anatolia and woolen thread from
Ankara. Yet, the state prohibited the export of these
products as in the case of 1615 when the export of woolen

threads of Ankara was banned with a provision312,

However, not everything was smooth about the
financial climate. At the beginning of the XVII. century, in
many parts of Anatolia and Rumelia, there were distinctive
indications of crisis. Industries of silk cloth in Bursa and
felt in Salonika deteriorated day by day. Main reason for
this was the increase in the prices of raw materials due to
competition among the European merchants and the
shrinking of the margin of profit of the Ottoman craftsmen

who sold their goods with a small margin of profit313.

In the XVII. and XVIII centuries it is known that
interregional trade was critically important, most of the
requirements of the Anatolian cities were met by the regions

in Eastern Mediterranean under the rule of the Ottoman

312 Guvemli, ibid., p. 336-337.

313 Murat Cizakca, “Price History and the Bursa Silk Industry: A Study in
Otoman Industrial Decline”, The Journal of Economic History, XL, 3,
1980.
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Empire ant there were some difficulties in meeting the food
requirement of Istanbul whose population was over 600.000
at the time. Especially during war-times shortages occurred
in the capital and wheat, rice and meat requirements of the
city were met by Tuna, Balkans and Black Sea and Aegean
shores and by Egypt by means of seaway. And the state
continued to audit the prices of the craftsmen in the

internal market as it did in the XVI. century.

Istanbul, whose population showed a fast growth,
experienced a growth in industrialization as well at the
beginning of the XVIII. century. It is known that the state
set up a felt factory in Fener in order to meet the military
requirements, there was a private factory in Istanbul with
54 workbenches which weaved silk clothes in addition the
number of the producers who embossed colored patterns
with wooden moulds reached 42314, Accounting documents
of these institutions which were owned by the sate, survived

until present.

In the XVII. and XVIII. centuries, the foreign trade of
the empire was concentrated on Eastern Europe and
Eastern Mediterranean regions. In the XVII. century, when
commercial relations of Western Europe with Southeastern

Asia gained momentum through Atlantic ocean, caravan

314 Trak, ibid., p. 380 etc.
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trade on Syria and Anatolia was affected negatively and the

importance of Egypt in transit trade declined.

The status of Black Sea for the Ottoman Empire was
special until the end of the XVIII. century. Ottomans
withheld the whole trade on this sea. The entrance of the
ships of other countries to Black Sea through the straits
was dependent on the permission by the Ottoman Empire.
The Ottomans attached great importance to the trade on
the river way from Black Sea to the inner parts of Europe
through Danube River and the trade with Russia and

Poland through Crimea.

We believe that at this point it is essential to have a
detailed look on the relation between the Ottoman Empire

and Europe.

The historians intend to evaluate the integration with
the West in three phases. Barkan and Inancik, inspired by
the ideas of Braudel, assess the XVI. century Ottoman
economy under the light of “price revolution” in Europe.
Authors inspired by the ideas of Wallerstein, put forward
that the Ottoman Empire entered a period of integration
with the world economy in the second half of the XVIII.
century. This century in some way was the period of
embracing the industrial revolution of Europe who got over
the “collapse” of XVII. century. A third point of view gives
priority to the rush of British industry products in the XIX
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century especially after the Napoleon wars and the new
trade order. No matter how important the second half of
XVIII. century to Europe was, its effect on the Ottoman
Empire occurred after a while. On the other hand Europe
was busy with the French Revolution and Napoleon wars.
Economy fell behind politics. The Ottoman economy had
doubtlessly been in touch with Europe for a long time.
However this relation caused structural transformations in
the Ottoman Empire in the maturity period of capitalism. In
an atmosphere where a limited segment of the economy was
financialization, it would be misleading to expect the
European “price revolution” to have a radical effect on the
Ottomans. The Ottoman Empire entered a period of
financialization with the XVI. century. This financialization
had an effect on the dissolution of the classical economic
structure. But the formation of the new structure and the
rise of the structural transformations could take their

places on the agenda only in the XIX. century315.

33. Financial Structure until the Tanzimat

It is possible to date the grounds for the financial
depression which broke out in the Ottoman Empire back to
late 16t century. In the middle of this century, the empire

had reached its final boarders and the income attained

315 Kunt et.al., 1997, ibid., p. 221.

413



through wars came to a halt. On the other hand the war
technology had changed and the Ottoman army had lost its
former striking force. This situation caused the wars at the
end of the century to take longer. Development had left its
place to defeat in the 17th century and especially in the 18th

century, serious losses occurred 316,

With the XVII. century, while the number of soldiers
with fief feoff declined, the number of Janissaries increased.
This increase caused the empire to get into a financial
difficulty in paying the salaries. Therefore, the taxes
collected from the public were increased in order to pay
these salaries, but the required sum was not able to be
reached. The people in economic disparities became poorer
and began to leave their hometowns causing the fief system
to dissolve. Consequently, this phenomenon gained a status
of vicious circle and a practical sameness of military

problems and financial problems took place3!7.

Another event that caused the Ottoman economy to
get into depression was the “Price Revolution” which

occurred in Europe in the 16th century. Precious mines

316 Omer Lutfi Barkan, "XVI. Asrin Ikinci Yansinda Tirkiye'de Fiyat
Hareketleri", Belleten, V. XXXIV, P. 112. Ankara 1970, p. 602-606. Also
see Mehmet Geng, "XVIII. Ylzyillda Osmanh Ekonomisi ve Savas", Yapit-
Toplumsal Arastirmalar, No. 4, Ankara: 1984, p. 52-53.

317 Yiicel Ozkaya, Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda Ayanlik, Ankara:
Ankara Universitesi Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakiiltesi Yayinlari, 1977, p.
101. Also see Ziya Karamursal, Osmanli Mali Tarihi Hakkinda
Tetkikler, Ankara: 1989, p. 26, 32.
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which came to Western Europe from America and Africa
helped the economies of these countries to overwhelm the
Mediterranean trade and the economies of the countries
which benefit from it. These newly provided opportunities
affected the financial and political balance of the world.
Commercial activities in Europe ascended in an
unprecedented manner. When changes were made on the
monetary settings in addition to these developments, prices
rapidly went wup. This increase was defined as

“revolutionist” by some economic historians3!8.

The price revolution in Europe not only affected
Europe but the West as well by means of international
trade. Especially with the discovery of America, a
considerable amount of precious mines were brought to
Europe. Between 1520 and 1620, the average annual silver
procurement increased fivefold. Between the years of 1503
and 1660, 181 tons of gold and 17.000 tons of silver were
brought to Europe leading a twofold increase in the prices
in Europe. In 1584, Italy was virtually overloaded by the
Spanish money which came from America. Coffers of
Spanish money is told to be among the trade goods sent to
the Ottoman Empire. The introduction of “zuyuf akce” (coin
with lower carat) in the Ottoman Empire in 1584

corresponds with the year in which the entrance of this

318 Barkan, ibid., p. 578-584.
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Spanish money into the empire occurred. The devaluation
of 1584 is the beginning of a depression which would
continue until the middle of XVII. century3!9. Naturally the
Ottoman Empire was affected by this price revolution. This
abundance of precious mines coming from the West caused
an increase in the prices. And inflation broke out as a
natural consequence of this increase. As the taxes were
determined in advance by the state, a serious diminution in
the taxes, especially in those collected in cash was faced as

a result of inflation329,

To tell in other words, the financial crisis which had
begun in the late XVI. century, continued during the XVII.
and XVIII. centuries. Some of the initiatives taken in order

to overcome this financial depression are as follows321,
- Tax increase and extraordinary taxes

The Ottoman Empire had entered a long period of war
and wars against countries such as Austria, Venice, Poland,

Russia and Iran were considerably costly. The financial

319 Halil Inalcik, Osmanli Imparatorlufu Toplum ve Ekonomi,
Istanbul: Eren Yayincilik 1996, p.163.

320 Barkan, ibid., p. 585 vd. Also see Halil Inalcik, “Osmanl
Imparatorlugu’nun Kurulus ve Inkisafi Devrinde Tiirkiye'nin Iktisadi
Vaziyeti Uzerinde Bir Tetkik Miinasebetiyle”, Belleten, Volume XV,
Ankara: 1951, p.654-658.

321 Coskun Cakir, Osmanli Maliyesi, istanbul: Kiire Yayinlari, October
2001, p. 18.
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burden of the Ottoman treasury grew suddenly322. The
salary, gratuity and food expenses of the soldiers had
increased 323. The budgets had begun to show more deficits
every year. The frequent change of emperors was causing a
difficulty in the payment of the accession-baksheesh (culus)
as it was obligatory to pay accession-baksheesh to the
members of Kapikulu whose number was on the increase,

every time the emperor changes324.

In order to overcome the money shortage of the
empire, one way was to increase the sum or the rate of the
current taxes , the other was the introduction of
extraordinary taxes. “Imdad-i Seferiye” (help for war) which
is collected during war time and for once, “Imadad-i
Hazariye” (help for peace) which can be considered as an
alternative for “Imdad-i Seferiye” and which is collected in
cash for once in peace time; “Nuzul” collected in rem in
order to provide for the food requirement of the army which
would fight in the war and “Sursat” which is collected both
in cash and in rem from the people who live on the rote the
army would take, were the taxes that the state demanded

as extraordinary taxess2s.

322 Treasury expenditures in 1683 were 324.566.230 akces raised to
525.165.640 akces in first years and in 1699 it was 1.211.379.266
akces.

323 Oguzoglu, ibid., p. 157-158.

324 Unal, ibid., p. 89

325 Ahmet Tabakoglu, Gerileme Donemine Girerken Osmanlh
Maliyesi, Istanbul: Dergah Yaymlari, 1985, p. 265-278. Also see
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“Avariz” (shortage) tax was the one that is collected in
extraordinary situations in order to provide for the
requirements of the army since the XVI. century and
became permanent due to the everlasting wars in the XVII.
century. While in the 828-million budget of 1692, the share
of “Avariz” tax was 188 million akces, it decreased to 134
million in the 1715 budget. The “Imdad-i Seferiye” played
an important role in this decline. The “Avariz” tax was

abolished with the introduction of Tanzimat 326,
- New Procedures to Collect Taxes

The “Iltizam” (tax farming) was introduced as a result
of the efforts to collect the taxes directly in the centre. In
this procedure, people called “multezim” (tax farmer) were
made to collect an income for a certain period of time,
mostly for one or three years. The usage field of “Iltizam”
expanded with the beginning of the XVII. century. The need
of the state for more money paved the way for the extension
of the period of Iltizam and iltizams were given to multezims
for life. This special case was called “system of malikane

(mansion)”327. In the auction, the person who offers the

Stileyman Demirci, “Collection of Avariz and Nuzul Levies”, Belleten,
Volume LXIX, Ankara: Say1 256, 2005, p. 899.

326 Halil Sahillioglu, “Avariz”, IA, Istanbul: TDVY Volume 4, 1991, p.
109.

327 Mehmet Geng, "Osmanli Maliyesinde Malikane Sistemi”, Tiirkiye
Iktisat Tarihi Semineri (8-10 Haziran 1973), Ankara: 1973, p. 232-
236. Also see Stanford Shaw, Osmanli Imparatorlugu ve Modern
Tiirkiye, Volume 1, Istanbul: 1982, p. 241.
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highest prompt payment would have the chance to take the
“privilege of malikane”. Malikanes had immunity against
everyone but the Kadis. The renting of the properties for
life-time not for a temporary period of time brought about
good results. The gap between the production and the tax
capacity of the public was reduced to a rational sum. It was
a positive development for the public, the mansioners and
the treasury. This implementation continued until the
Tanzimat328, However, as most of the properties rented were
agriculture fields and the agricultural production weakened
gradually, malikane system failed to terminate the financial

difficulties just as the Iltizam (tax farming) procedure dids32°.

- Source Transfer to the Central Treasury from the

Internal Treasury

This procedure which was applied in the XVII.
century, was based on the transfer of sources from the
internal treasury which belong to the emperor to the central
treasury during war time. Especially in the XV. and XVI.
centuries when the empire was powerful, the internal
treasury had become considerably strong. In addition, there
was a constant inflow of income from the exclusives of the
emperor. It is known that in the late XVII. century an

approximately 100 million akces worth of cash or precious

328 Mehmet Genc, “Malikane”, IA, Ankara: TDVY Volume 27, 2003, p.
516-517.

329 Geng, ibid., 1973, p. 232-236.
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mines like gold and silver were transferred from the here to

the central treasury330.
- The procedure of Musadere (Confiscation)

According to the procedure of Musadere which had
been implemented for ages, the incomes of the statesmen
could be transferred to the treasury in certain times. This
procedure was based on the confiscation of the properties of
a deceased bureaucrat or soldier by the state. Musadere
was applied frequently during war time, besides some kind
of tax was collected from the officers under such titles as
gift, “caize” (award) and so on. At the beginning of the 18th
century, during Austria wars, a large number of
confiscations occurred33!l. The period of depression caused
a more frequent implementation. And it became an
instrument to provide money for the treasury rather than
strengthen political power of the central authority. While it
had been formerly implemented merely on the “Ehl-i Orf”
(elite officers), different segments of the society were

included into the scope of “musadere” during this periods3s32.

330 Charles Morawitz, Tiirkiye Maliyesi (Derleyen: Maliye Tetkik
Kurulu), Ankara: Maliye Bakanligi Tetkik Kurulu Yayinlari, 1978, p. 5-6.
Also see Sevket Pamuk, 100 Soruda Osmauli-Tiirkiye Iktisadi Tarihi
(1500-1914), istanbul: Gercek Yayinevi, 1988, p.159.

331 Tabakoglu, ibid., p. 295-298.

332 Oglin, ibid., p. 68.
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- Implementation of Debasement

As an another source of funding, the value of money
was debased namely “tagsis” was implemented. This system
based on the collection of the money in circulation by the
state and remarketing it after reducing the amount of
precious mines it contained. By doing so more money was
acquired and this remaining sum was transferred to the
treasury333. By coining Sikke which has a greater eminence,
using same amount of silver, a larger part of the payments
could be made334. No matter how hard it was tried to
relieve the treasury by debasements, the poverty of the
people was growing and the public economy was negatively
affected. This event was going to pave the way for the
Janissary revolts335. In fact it was some kind of devaluation.
Following these debasements, the prices went up and the
purchase power of money declined. As a consequence
inflation broke out and high inflation was experienced in
the late XVII. and early XVIII. centuries. The people who
wanted to take advantage of the rate difference that
occurred after the debasement which was introduced in

1584 for the first time began to commit fraud and

333 Barkan, ibid., p. 585-588. Also see Halil Sahillioglu, "Osmanli Para
Tarihinde Diinya Para ve Maden Hareketlerinin Yeri (1300-1750)", Turkiye
Iktisat Tarihi Uzerine Arastirmalar, Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi,
Gelisme Dergisi, 1978 Ozel Sayisi, Ankara: 1979, p. 14-15; Morawitz,
ibid., p. 6., Tabakoglu, ibid., p. 284-285.

334 Pamulk, ibid., p. 181.

335 Niyazi Berkez, Tiirkiyede Cagdaslasma, Istanbul: Yap: Kredi
Yayinlari, 2002, p. 102.
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counterfeiting became prevalent. As raw materials were
cheap inside the country, an intense export of raw materials
began in addition, foreign currencies began to circulate in

the empire causing the domestic currency lose eminence33°.
- Bounds (Esham) or Internal Borrowing

‘System of Esham’ which imaged as an instrument for
internal borrowing, was in fact an alternative version of
Malikane application. While in malikane means renting the
properties or tax sources for a life time, in “Esham” these
properties are sold in parts and their annual profits are
paid in advance. “Esham” was applied in 1768 as the
Ottoman Empire was going to fight in a war causing a need
for money. After the year 1775 “Esham” became
widespread. The first property to go under Esham was the

customhouse of Duban, Istanbul337.
- Initiatives of external borrowing

The last of the initiatives taken in order to overcome
the financial depression and supply cash was external
borrowing. In 1783 Crimea was seized by Russia leading the

empire to experience a serious shortage. So there came

336 Barkan, ibid., p. 585-588. Also see Halil Sahillioglu, "Osmanli Para
Tarihinde Diinya Para ve Maden Hareketlerinin Yeri (1300-1750)", Turkiye
Iktisat Tarihi Uzerine Arastirmalar, Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi,
Gelisme Dergisi, 1978 Ozel Sayisi, Ankara: 1979, p. 14-15; Morawitz,
ibid., p. 6., Tabakoglu, ibid., p. 284-285.

337 Mehmet Geng, “Esham”, IA, Volume XI, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi,
Istanbul: 1995, p. 376-380.
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about a need for external borrowing. First options were
France, Holland and Spain but considering the fact that
these countries were not Muslims and the Ottoman Empire
wanted to borrow from a Muslim one, Morocco and Algeria
were thought to be more suitable. In 1789 1.000.000
piasters were demanded from Algeria but for some reason
or other this demand was cancelled338. Flour, silk, wheat,
cotton thread and textile products were going to be pledged
for loans339. Other initiatives taken for European countries
failed as well; this implementation was conducted only after

the Tanzimat340,

34. Accounting Record Samples from the Period

until the Tanzimat

Under this title, we would like to touch upon the accounting
book (office) used in the financial organization and its
duties used during the related period before studying the

examples of accounting records.

In D’Ohsson’s Tableau “Général de L'Empire
Otoman” which he wrote in 1787, it is stated that the

number of offices in the central financial organization was

338 Yavuz Cezar, Osmanli Maliyesinde Bunalim ve Degisim Donemi
(XVIII. Yiizyildan Tanzimata Kadar Mali Tarih), Istanbul: Alan
Yayincilik, 1986, p. 90-91 and 137-138.

339 Berkez, ibid., p. 102.

340 Cezar, ibid., p. 90-91 ve 137-138.
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24341, Uzuncarsili, in his “Central and Naval Organization
of the Ottoman Empire”342, looked over the financial offices
by quoting from D’Ohsson. According to him financial

offices and their duties are as follows 343:
1. Great “Ruznamce” Office (bound by the treasury)

There is a general book for revenues and expenses.
Daily transactions of the treasury are recorded in this
book by revising the compendious information received
from other offices. Another book called “icmal hulasasi”
(compendium abstract) was organized twice or once a year
by making use of the general book. The head of this office
was called “Ruznamce-i Evvel”. Considering the position of
Great Ruznamce office, it is understood that the first and
second Ruznamce offices in Hazine-i Amire (major
treasury) of the Financial Organization were combined in

order to form this office.
2. Head Office of Finance (bound by the treasury)

The head of this office was celled “muhasebe-i evvel”
(head of finance). Records which this office was responsible

for were as follows:

341 D’Ohssofn, Tableau Général de L’Empire d’Ottoman, Livres: 5,
Chapitre: II, Paris: 1787, p. 375 vd.

342 [smail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanli Devleti’nin Merkez ve Bahriye
Teskilati, Ankara: Ttrk Tarih Kurumu Yayini, 1988, p. 353 etc.

343 Guvemli, ibid., p. 410-414.
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3.

Arsenal, print house, naval docks, barley,
gunpowder factory, “nuzul eminlikleri”, “bina

eminlikleri” and “kasab books”,

Records of those who use Malikane procedure to

rent lands,
Tax books of provinces,
Salary books of boarder guardians,

Maintenance of agreements on necessaries

purchased in the name of the state,

Granting the state licenses and inspection and

surveillance of these licenses,
Collection affairs of state loans (debt office),
Accountings of the properties which are rented,

Records of inheritance of the Emperor (heirship

office).

Cavalier payment office (bound by the treasury)

Records which this office was responsible for were as

follows:

Salary books of the Kapikulu cavaliers,
Salary books of the court chiefs,

Salary books of the court caretakers, officers and

workers.
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4.

and 5. Sipahi (Cavalier) and Silahdar (weapon

caretaker) Offices (bound by the treasury)

6.

These offices are responsible for the organization
and granting of the salaries (esame) of the
Kapikulu soldiers called sipahis and silahdars.
These bills were affirmed by the head of Cavalier
payment office mentioned above. Collector would
put a “m” with red ink on each bill to affirm. This

letter meant “confirmed”.

Payment bills of cavaliers called béltkat-I erbaa
which consist of right ulufeciler and left ulufeciler
and right and left garibler was granted by these

offices.

“Haremeyn” accounting (bound by the

“Defterdarlar” [the Budget Office])

426

The books of “selatin” (plural form of Sultan)

mosques foundations,

The books of foundation assets and devoted lands

in Istanbul and Rumelia,

Organization of the appointment documents of
religious affairs officers of Istanbul and Rumelia to
religious posts and granting certificates which will

be sent to office of finance.



7. Cizye (taxes collected from non-Muslims)

Accounting (bound by the “Defterdarlar” [the Budget Office])
- All books of Cizye

Receipt bills on tax collection, prepared after the
inventory, namely the accrual books were organized here.
These were sealed and given to Cizye officers in bags and
the bags were opened before the Kadis at the beginning of
“Muharrem” (a month of the Islamic calendar) and

collection was made according to these.

8. “Mevkufat” Office (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office]) This office is also called the tax office

- Tax books of “Avariz and “bedel-i nuzul”,
- Records of border storehouses,

- Records of what the provinces grant the soldiers

during war time,

- Food accountings of straws and weeds granted to

soldiers on campaign,

- Records of payments of Pashas and civil officers

who pursue the army,
9. Finance Office

- Payments of religious affairs officers, heads of
foundations and those who earn from the

foundations,
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- Writing of the orders concerning financial affairs.
10. Small Ruznamce (bound by the Treasury)
- Salary books of doormen and naval workers.

11. Infantry Payment Office (bound by the
Treasury)

- Checking the salary scales according to the books
arranged by Janissary, “cebeci” (armored soldiers),

artillery and gun carriage classes.

12.  Small Foundations Accounting (bound by the
“Defterdarlar” [the Budget Office])

- Books of those who make use of “hayrat” (pious)

houses.

13. Great Castle Office (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])

This office was also called great office of robust posts.
- Books of garrisons in big castles,
- Books of province soldiers.

14. Small Castle Office (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])

- Books of soldiers responsible for the consolidation of

the garrisons in Mora and Albania.
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15. Mine Tax Office (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])

This office was also called the mine rental office.
- Tax books of Wallachia and Moldavia

- Tax books of Bohemian nomads,

- Rental books of gold and silver mines,

- Tax books of tobacco agriculture,

- Transit customs taxes on properties in rem,

- Official customs books of Istanbul and Rumelia

provinces.

16. Salyane Customs (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])

This office was also called the salaries office
- salary books of state officers

17. Haslar Customs (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])

- renting affairs of Malikanes,

- books of properties owned by the emperor, grand

vizier and viziers.

18. Supreme Customs Office (bound by the
“Defterdarlar” [the Budget Office])
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- books of nezaret farms in provinces such as Ruse,

Silistra, Giurgiu,

- official books of brass purchased from provinces

such as Plovdiv, Tosya, Tatarpazari,

- books of salt rentals in provinces such as Enez,

Ahyolu, Salonika,

- fish hunt licenses in Black Sea and the

Mediterranean,
- rental affairs of marshlands and forests.

19. Haremeyn Customs (bound by the
“Defterdarlar” [the Budget Office])

- Books of Haremeyn foundations,

- Services concerning the religious affairs officers in

Anatolia,

20. Istanbul Customs (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])

- “lase” (Bread) books of Istanbul and Edirne,

- Rental books of Salonika, Trikala, and Yenisehir,
- Books of cross-check collected for silk,

- Books concerning the trade of gold and silver.

21. Bursa Customs (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])- books of rentals in Bursa.
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22. Avlonya Customs (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])

- Negrepon and Vlore rental books.

23. Kefe Customs (bound by the “Defterdarlar” [the
Budget Office])

- Books of rentals in Kefe. After this province was
captured by the Russians, this office began to deal

with the affairs of various villages in Anatolia.

24. Office of Dating (bound by the “Defterdarlar”
[the Budget Office])- putting the date on the official

documents of all financial offices,

- Organization of the money orders which the state

granted to various profit spots.

Under the light of this information now we can handle

the examples of accounting records.

340. Accounting Record Sample 1 from the Period

until Tanzimat

In this part, accounting records of Kemankes Ahmet Aga

Foundation will be used for this period of Ottoman Empire.
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Siyakat form of Kemankes Ahmet Aga Foundation:

LY

N S Ao oWl ada a o

e N R e T e e

Epemswd, “—‘pﬁw =%

e e
~ = 243 —nc

v

‘l

__,.,,.n-_..

|
[[,
Sl

|
:

= < g L
| =T S et A waaieh)
{ = “'\"‘ fre] . o —— y
/

1
1
i
#
& e £
d — - Ao aas\s S l-ﬂ!L..t-ss\\l
& 2 L — -

432



- = ~ 3 Wﬁlh &
p "‘_h""‘ :
S SR e
AT 2 yya-ra = T 2 ——
. o —— = -
R e e ﬁ—'_r)' o ===
—_—a = :“_ R -
e Z __‘\_—'_Q\ er
= > E— - 2
= Af Qs ey vt
L“___‘_ s —; EE"’G:
eolath
. Dlas
S ——
-

433



Translation of Kemankes Ahmet Aga Foundation with Arabic letters:
1
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English form of Kemankes Ahmet Aga Foundation:

1- Revenue - expenditure accounting of Kemankes Ahmed Aga mescid
Foundation near Laleli in Istanbul between 1 Cemaziyelahir 1132 [10
April 1720]- 30 Cemaziyelevvel 1133 [1 April 1721] by the Osman
Celebi, deputy of trustee Mehmed Celebi and prepared by Haci Besir
Aga of Darussaade.

Transfer from the last year
Calculated in this year’s value

44.137

Collected Remainder
30.087 7.050

Remainder from the
Account of last year
11.265

From this
Collected amount

From the rents of the old
Trustee Mehdi Mehmed Efendi term
3.215

Remainder
7.050

2- With the revenues from
Several crops and goods
32.872

From the monthly rents from the period mentioned
29.872
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From the rent of
house and shop
tenants in Istanbul
and Galata

Monthly
2.323

Yearly
27.876

The amount collected
from Papaszade
foundation for the
candle expenditures
of 12 months by the
foundation trustee.
1 Muharrem 1132-
1Zilhicce 1132 (14
November 1719-3
November1720]
Monthly
90
Yearly
1080

From the mukataca
revenue of Selman
Aga foundation

Yearly
336

From the rents of tannery
[Tabkhane| for 12 months
covering 1 Receb 1132-29 C 1133
[9 May 1720]- 28 April 1721]

Yearly
180

From the rent of the house
controlled by Gullabi Efendi

Yearly
400

From miscellaneous properties:
From the tributes and other revenues
Taken from several people

3.000
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3- Substraction
36.050
Salary Expenses
1 Cemaziyelahir 1132 [10 April 1720]- 30 Cemaziyelevvel 1133 [1
April 1721]
Daily Yearly
82 29.520
For the officials of the Mescid and school
Imam Muezzin Kayyum Janitor Water
Efendi Wage Wage Wage bearer
Wage 4 5 2 Wage
16 3
For the repair | Asir reader School teacher | School
of minaret Wage Wage apprentice
Wage 3 7 Wage
3 3
Total
Wage Yearly
44 25.840

Cuz readers for the mescid

Wage
20

Yearly

7200

Wage
18

Foundation administors
Yearly
6.480

4- For the compulsory expenses and repairs

6.530

For compulsory expenses
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For the purchase to Kayyim, for the For the mescid,

Of candle for mescid purchase of carpets kalice and etc
Monthly Aded Akce
90 6 Price:42 250
Yearly Akce
1080 252
The price of the Candles for the Oliveoil, for illimunation of
mescid
Rented place mescid in Ramadan.
For the mescid
Yearly Akce okka
Akce 150 6 Price:30
48 Akce
180
Fees for the court and Kisedar and clerkship fees.
Usher and etc, once For accounting transaction of the
foundation
Akce Akce
378 180

Regular amount paid for
The accounting of the foundation
200

5- For the repairs mentioned below
Akce
3.852

For the repairs of wells and For the repair of roof tiles,
Room doors, once etc., once

Akce Akce

1.622 765
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For the purchase of materials bought
For the repair of the well and taps
Akce
1.445

6- Remainder
7.050

Remaining debt

The remaining debt which was not collected from the term of old trustee
medhi Medhi Mehmed Efendi belonging to year 1131

Akce

7.050

24 Zilhicce 1131[7 November 1719]
Darussaade Agasi
Haci Besir Aga
Seal and Signature
Prime Min.Ottoman Arch., D.HMK, nr. 22074

The above given sample belongs to a mescid which
covers a vast land. As it can be understood, modern
transcription of this long sample cannot be given here for

its length.
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341. Accounting Record Sample 2 from the Period

until Tanzimat

Another example of this period is Selanik
(Thessalonica) Haremeyn foundation. The record of this
example which should be evaluated in terms of Haremeyn

accounting is shown below.
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Its form in siyakat writing:
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Translation of Selanik Haremeyn foundation with Arabic letters:
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English transcription of Selanik Haremeyn Foundation:

1- Income expenditure accounting of Haremeyn [Mecca-Medina] foundations in Thessalonica and Yenice-i Vardar prepared with the request of the
trustee Ahmed Efendi by Haremeyn foundations supervisor Abbas Aga from Darussadde covering the dates of 18 Sevval 1080 - 29 Sevval 1081 [11

March 1670 - 10 March 1671].

2- From shop, house rentals and land revenues
14.267

Revenue from the vineyard of Mustafa Celebi at
Vardar gates

Yearly
180
Rental revenue from the house at Atik Cami
district belonging to Hatune foundation but used
by Angeli
Yearly
180
Rental revenue from the house at Cinarli district
belonging to Kalenderi foundation but used by
Haci1 Ali
Yearly
24
Rental revenue from the shop near Bab-1 Sani
(veya Bab-1 Bali?) belonging to Haci Yunus
foundation but used by Peksimati son of Franko
Yearly
960

Yearly revenue
57.167

Revenue from the vineyard of Hiiseyin Celebi at
Vardar gates

Yearly
180
Rental revenue from the house at Atik Cami
district belonging to Perizad Hatun foundation
but used by Pano
Yearly
180
Rental revenue from the shop near Bab-1 Sani
(veya Bab-1 Bali?) belonging to Hac1 Yunus
foundation but used by Apostol
Yearly
240
Rental revenue from the shop near Bab-1 Sani
(veya Bab-1 Bali?) belonging to Haci Yunus
foundation but used by Nikola
Yearly
960

Rental revenue from the house of Abdiilkerim
Efendi at Mecelle district

Yearly
80
Rental revenue from the house at Cinarli district
belonging to Kalenderi foundation but used by
Belkis Hatun
Yearly
120
Rental revenue from the shop near Bab-1 Sani
(veya Bab-1 Bali?) belonging to Hac1 Yunus
foundation but used by Apostol
Yearly
500
Rental revenue from the shop near Bab-1 Sani
(veya Bab-1 Bali?) belonging to Haci Yunus
foundation but used by Mehmed Celebi
Yearly
460
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Rental revenue from the house at Cinarli district
belonging to Osman Efendi Yearly
24

Rental revenue from the house at Cezeri Kasim
Pasa district belonging to el-Hac Ibrahim
foundation but used by Debbag Mustafa

Yearly
100

Rental revenue from the house at Ishakiye
district belonging to Giiclii Bali foundation

Yearly
120

Rental revenue from the house at Atik Cami
district belonging to el-Hac Mehmed foundation
but used by el-Hac Hamza Yearly
40

Rental revenue from the house at el-Hac Ali
foundation but used by es-Seyyid Ahmed Celebi
Yearly
100

464

Rental revenue from the house at Cinarli district
belonging to Fatima Hatun foundation but used
by Fatima
Yearly
36

Rental revenue from the house at Gazzaz el-Hac
Mustafa district belonging to Ayse Hatun
foundation but used by Hanife Hatun
Yearly
60

Rental revenue from the house at Ili district
belonging to Hiimayun foundation but used by
Giilistan Hanim
Yearly
80

Rental revenue from the house at Kasimiye
district belonging to Ayse Hatun foundation but
used by Abdullah Celebi
Yearly
120

Rental revenue from the house at Yahya Bali
district belonging to Emine Hatun foundation
but used by Terzi Mehmed
Yearly
100

Rental revenue from the house at Yahya Bali
district belonging to Hadice Hatun foundation
but used by Ali Celebi
Yearly
120

Rental revenue from the house at Sinan Pasa
district belonging to Perizad Hatun foundation
but used by Mehmed Efendi

Yearly
60

Rental revenue from the house at Timurtas
Hatun district belonging to Ayse Hatun
foundation but used by Ahmed Celebi

Yearly
60

Rental revenue from the house at Cinarl district
belonging to Haci Pula foundation but used by
Piri Dede
Yearly
15

Rental revenue from the house at Gazzaz el-Hac
Mustafa district belonging to Emre Hatun
foundation but used by Terzi Hiiseyin
Yearly
100



Rental revenue from the house at Miiftii Hasan
district belonging to Hayriye Hatun foundation
but used by Liitfi Celebi
Yearly
120
Rental revenue from the house at Atik Cami
district belonging to el-Hac Mehmed foundation
but used by Uveys
Yearly
60

Rental revenue from the house at Debbag
Hayreddin district belonging to Hadice Hatun
foundation but used by Omerzide Mehmed
Celebi
Yearly
120
Rental revenue from the house at Cezeri Kasim
Paya district belonging to Fatima Hatun
foundation but used by Ayse Hatun

Yearly
120
Several revenues of Gazi Ahmed Bey foundation in Yenice-i Vardar
Yearly
5.000

Rental revenue from the house at Atik Cami
district belonging to el-Hac Mehmed foundation
but used by Tasct Mehmed
Yearly
100
Rental revenue from the house at Ahmed Subast
district belonging to Abdiilbaki foundation but
used by el-Hac Mahmud Aga
Yearly
960

Rental revenue from the house at Cezeri Kasim
district belonging to Hani Hatun foundation but
used by...

Yearly
96

Rental revenue from the farm at Pazarhan region
belonging to Mustafa Bey foundation but used
by el-Hac Mahmud Aga
Yearly
720

Rental revenue from the house at Atik Cami
district belonging to el-Hac Mehmed foundation
but used by Liitfi Celebi
Yearly
90
Rental revenue from the house at Ahmed Subasi
district belonging to Kiigiik Hasan foundation
but used by Halil Celebi
Yearly
60

Rental revenue from the house at el-Hac Ismail
district belonging to Hanife Hatun foundation
but used by Ayse Hatun
Yearly
72

Rental revenue from the farm at Vardar-1 Sagir
region Azapl village belonging to Mustafa Bey
foundation but used by Osman Efendi

Yearly
960
Several revenues of Isa foundation in Yenice-i Vardar
Yearly
2.500
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3- From several revenues
42.900

Cash rental revenue from the house at Harag¢1 Ali district belonging to el-

Hac Isa
foundation but used by Meryem Hatun

Rental revenue from the house at Sa.... district belonging to Hanife Hatun

bintii

el-Hac Hamza foundation but used by Osman

Akge
36.000
4- Therefrom
18.593
Amount paid to trustee Ahmed Dellaliye and miijdecilik For Hiiccet harc
Efendi fee Akge
Daily  Yearly Akge 2.000
10 3.600 1.000
Remainder from the rents collected in cash For the allowance of trustee
Akge Akge
3.060 5.000

5- Remainder
38.574

6- Therefrom
Amount paid to Darussadde treasury
38.574
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Efendi
Akge
6.900

Amount paid to the trustee for his
extra expenditures
Akge
933
For several expenses of the foundation
Akge
3.000

26 Zilhicce 1081 [5 Mayis 1671]

Abbas Aga
Darussaade Agasi
Supervisor
(Seal and sign)



4. FOLLOWING THE TANZIMAT - THE OTTOMAN
EMPIRE UNTIL REPUBLICAN ERA

40. General Information

The important developments in the world accounting
history in the XIX. century and the period of transformation
that the Ottoman Empire went through in the same century
revealed the developments in the idea of accounting in the
period as well. The distinction between the two phases of
the westernization period of the Turkish society — the
Tanzimat and the Republic — is made both from the political
and economical perspective; however the distinction should
also be made from the perspective of accounting history.
When these periods are evaluated under the light of
accounting, it is understood that while in the late XIX. and
early XX. centuries double entry accounting record method
was introduced and it was adopted, settled and developed

during the republican period.

The fact that financial and social structure of the
Ottoman Empire went through a swift period of change had
an effect on the Ottoman thought on accounting. So the
period after the Tanzimat holds a distinctive place in the
history of Turkish accounting. This effect is reflected on the
legal arrangements which regulate the framework of
accounting. The most important of them is the trade law

which was adopted in 1850. The state established such
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institutions as “Meclis-i Muhasebe” (Assembly of Finance)
and “Divan-i Muhasebet” (Council of Finance) in terms of
institutionalization, in order to comply its order of
accounting with the new conditions. Institutions which
survived until today under the names like Directorate
General of Accounting, Court of Auditors have contributed

to the modernization of state accounting.

The period after the Tanzimat shows various
characteristics in terms of Ottoman accounting education.
Until then, neither accounting method books had existed
nor accounting education. The Ottomans had taken over
and developed an accounting method called the “merdiban”
(stairs) which was devised by the Ilkhanates and used it for
centuries in sate accounting without even renaming it. The
education of this system was conducted within the

relationship between the master and his apprentice.

In the second half of the XIX. century, double entry
recording method which had been used by the West for
centuries, was made use of in practice and the state
decided in a courageous manner to use it in its accounting
and enterprises of the time. These efforts exerted in the last
30 years of the XIX. century have a special place in the
history of Turkish accounting. The success of the
republican era owes a great deal to these intense and self-

sacrificing efforts. One other successful example of the
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Westernization and modernization period is doubtlessly the
effort to adopt the double entry recording method both in

terms of education and practice in a very short while.

While the Ottoman Empire was introduced to the
double entry recording method in the second half of the
XIX. century for the first time, Europe was trying to develop
it and make accounting become a branch of science. The
fact that the Ottomans were able to pass to double entry
recording method in a very short while was the result of its
strong culture of accounting. However, as the culture of
accounting level in the private sector was considerably low,
the adoption of the double entry recording method by the
private sector could only be realized in the republican era.
This delay also stemmed from the insufficient capital
accumulation and the lack of experience on production and

trade as well as this low level of accounting culture.

41. Political Structure After the Tanzimat — Until
The Republican Era

The 83-year period between the 1839 in which the Tanzimat

was declared and 1922 the year of proclamation of the
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Republic holds a place in the dissolution period of the

Ottoman Empire 344.

The emperors and their periods of rule in the 115-
year period beginning in the early XIX century, with
dethroning of Selim IIl in1807, until the proclamation of the

republic are as follows:

Mustafa IV (1807-1808), Mahmut II (1808-1839),
Abdulmecid (1839-1861), Abdulaziz (1861-1876), Murad V
(1876), Abdulhamid II (1876-1909), Mehmed V (Resad)
(1909-1918), Mehmed VI (Vahdeddin) (1918-1922).

As is seen, eight emperors ruled the country between

the years of 1807 and 1922.

During the short reign of Mustafa VI who came to the
throne in 1807 as the successor of Selim III, “Irad-i cedid”
(new revenue) treasury was abolished so the people could
get rid of the taxes collected for the treasury. Therefore the
public was glad and they remained indifferent about the

events taking place in the governing body of the state.

344 Meydan Larousse, Istanbul:1972, V.9. Also see E. Ilhsanoglu
(editér): Osmanli Devleti ve Medeniyeti Tarihi, V.I and II. istanbul:
1996 ve1998. Mithat Sertoglu, Osmanl1 Tarih Liigati, istanbul: 1986.
Mustafa Nuri Pasa(sadelestiren: Neset Cagatay), Netayicii’l Vukuat,
Ankara: T.Tarih Kurumu Yayini, 1992. E. Ziya Karal, Osmanl1 Tarihi,
Ankara: T.Tarih Kurumu Yaymni, 1983. R. Ekrem Kocu, Osmanl
Padisahlari, istanbul: Ana Yayin Evi, 1981. Sina Askin ve digerleri:
Osmanli Devleti, Istanbul, 1985. Hakki Dursun Yildiz, 150. Yilda
Tanzimat, Ankara: T. Tarih Kurumu Yayini, 1992.
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When Mahmud II came to the throne, the ongoing
revolts kept growing. After every revolt or war, the Ottoman
Empire either lost territory or had to give up on some of its
political or financial rights. As a consequence of these
revolts, the Serbians were given privileges and the Greek

gained independence.

Among all these wars and defeats, Mahmud II took
important steps to westernize the state institutions. These
amendments paved the way for the Tanzimat, accelerated
the westernization movement and formed the basis for the
economic and financial developments as well as those on
education which took place in the second half of the
century. During the reign of Abdulmecid who came to the
throne after the decease of Mahmud II, success was
achieved in terms of revolts and wars by means of setting
up close relations with the European states leading Hatt-i
Sharrif of Gulhane in 1839. The second effort of
westernization during the rule of Abduilmecid is the “Islahat
Ferman1”, which was declared on February 28, 1856, as a
result of the pressures from the western states after the

Crimean War of 1854.

During the reign of Abdulaziz, reforms were
sustained, matters included in the Islahat Fermani were
implemented and the westernization period which began

with the Tanzimat was carried on. The period between the
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years of 1876 and 1880 is the beginning of the reign of
Abdulhamit and it is called the First Constitutional Era.
After Abdulhamit came to the throne, “Kanun-i Esasi”
(Basic Law) was declared on December 23, 1876 is the first
constitution of the Turkish nation. During the First
Constitutional Era, the Turkish nation was introduced to
the “Mebuslar Meclisi” ( the Parliamentary) for the first

time.

During the reigns of Mehmed V and Vahdeddin, the
failures continued to prevail and the Republic was

proclaimed eth the end of the national struggle.

42. Economic Structure After the Tanzimat — Until

The Republican Era

It is known that Mehmed the Conqueror had relationships
with Bankers of Galata when he captured Istanbul, but he
allowed their activities after a while. These bankers are
known to have financed the Ottoman Empire through
methods of Byzantium until the Ottomans made their first
foreign borrowing in 1854345, These bankers continued to
serve as money lenders under the title of “jeweler” in the

territory of the Empire.

345 Haydar Kazgan, Tarih Boyunca Istanbul Borsasi, Istanbul:1995,
p.25 etc.
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In the second half of the XIX. century, external
borrowing was brought to the agenda as well as internal
borrowing. The internal borrowing which began in order to
balance the differences between the seasons as the incomes
of the state were largely dependent on agricultural taxes,
lost its seasonal character gradually and became

permanent.

Those who buy and sell real estate under the names
of “mubayac1”, “oyuncu”, “tellal”, after the external
borrowing of the state in 1860s, created a special class of
craftsmen. It is known that a regulation was issued for
these people who worked on the streets of Galata
unrestrictedly by a legal framework until1866 and the stock
market began to function in Komisyon Han instead of
Galata346. And the transactions in the stock market were
supervised by commissioner appointed by the Office of
Finance 347. This regulation was renewed in the years of

1873 and 1874.

On the other hand, the “islahat fermani1” which was
declared in 1856 consisted of many provisions among which

there were financial ones348. These provisions required the

346 Huiseyin Avni Sanda, Istanbul Borsasi’nmin Yiizyilhik Hayati,
Brosiir, Istanbul: 1966.

347 Azmi Fertekligil, Tiirkiye Borsasi’nin Yiizyillikk Hayati, Istanbul:
IMKB Yayini, 1993, p. 22.

348 Enver Ziya Karal, Osmanl1 Tarihi, Ankara: T.Tarih Kurumu Yayini,
1976, p. 2 vd. Also see Cevdet Pasa, Tezakir-i Cevdet, Ankara: T.Tarih
Kurumu Yayini, 1991, p.70 vd. Ufuk Gulsoy, 1856 Islahat Fermani’na
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state to handle the budgetary implementations more
seriously but they hardly had an effect on broadening the
field of practice of double entry recording method in the
Ministry of Finance. However, non-Muslims contributed to
creating an atmosphere which is suitable for the practice of
double entry recording method in accounting record orders

through their external trade activities.

The Ottoman Empire remained out of the circle of
influence of the industrial revolution in Europe. The more
industrialization in Europe gained impetus, the deeper the
underdeveloped and uncompetitive Ottoman industry began
to suffer349. Cotton textile sellers, especially those in big

cities had to cease their activities.

The Ottoman Empire entered a period of
industrialization between the years of 1840 and1850. The
industrial institutions of the Ottomans are government
agencies. The productions of these institutions were
generally aimed to fulfill the requirements of the court and
the army. The goods consumed by the moneyed class were
imported while the needs of the public were provided by the

productions of small local enterprises3>0.

Tepkiler ve Maras Olaylari, Bekir Kiitiikogluna Armagan, Istanbul:
[.U.E.Fakiiltesi Yayini, 1991.

349 Miibahat Kutiikoglu, Osmanli-ingiliz Miinasebetleri (1838-1850),
ftanbul: 1976, p.110 etc. Also see O.C. Sarc, Tanzimat ve Sanayimiz,
Istanbul: 1940, p.426.

350 Abdullah Martal, Degisim Siirecimde izmir’de Sanayilesme, 19.
Yiizyil, izmir: 1998.
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The empire whose economy was largely dependent on
agriculture was losing territory in the second half of the
XIX. century and experiencing a process of change in the
territorial order. In this period, the state immediately united
the Ministries of Finance and Trade just after the
Tanzimat35l. As the roads of transportation were safer, the
distribution of agricultural goods to the internal market was

facilitated3s2.

Economic historians put forward that the fact that
territorial order developed into a possessive one as a result
of these efforts, led to an increase in the agricultural
production. Production for livelihood was replaced by trade
oriented agricultural production for the market353. It is
known that, between 1878 and 1912, cotton export tripled
and the same increase was experienced in silk and silk

cocoon354,

With the rise of free thought in the second half of the

XIX. century, people began to discuss financial matters and

351 Erol Zeytinoglu, iktisat Tarihi, Iistanbul: 1993, p.163 vd.

352 Justin McCarthy, Osmanliya Veda, Translated by: Mehmet Tuncel,
Istanbul: Etkilesim Yayinlari, 2006, p. 68-69.

353 Ahmet Tabakoglu, Tiirk Iktisat Tarihi, Istanbul: 1994, p. 211 vd.
Also see Faruk Tabak, Bereketli Hilalin Batisinda Tarimsal
Dalgalanmalar ve Emegin Kontrolii, Osmanli Toprak Miilkiyeti ve
Ticari Tarim, Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yayinlari, 1998. Tevfik Giiran,
Osmanli Tarim Ekonomisi, Tiirk Iktisat Tarihi, Istanbul: 1.U. Iktisat
Faktiltesi, 1987. Tevfik Guiran, Osmanli Devletinin ilk istatistik
Yill1g1, Tarihi Istatistikler Dizisi V. 5, DIE; Ankara: 1997. Osmanl
Imparatorlugu’nun ve Tiirkiye’nin Niifusu 1500-1927, Tarihi
Istatistikler Dizisi, DIE, Ankara: 1996.

354 McCarthy, ibid., p. 69.
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the underdeveloped course of trade. According to E. Z.
Karal, the reason why the public had little interest in trade
was the belief of “a morsel and a cardigan is enough”s355.
Especially the external trade was steered by the foreigners.
The trade remained dependent on old methods in the
Ottoman society, no commercial companies were set up,
Trade Law of 1850, drawn from France, was not practiced
therefore system of records and accounting application

could not develop.

The foreigners who steered the trade of the country
could not be supervised. The newly established Ministry of
Trade did not have the chance to supervise their activities
through record systems. Accounting books and records of
the active trade companies and their owners are available.
However these records were held through their own
methods and in their languages. Therefore we cannot expect
the Turks to engage in trade and comply their accounting

record systems with the contemporary requirements.

355 Enver Ziya Karal, Osmanli Tarihi, Volume:VIIl, T.Tarih Kurumu
Yayini, Ankara: 1983, p.473 etc.
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43. Financial Structure After the Tanzimat - Until

The Republican Era

Protection of life, honor, chastity and property were some of
the provisions included in the Tanzimat Fermani3%6.
Rearrangement of taxes collected from the Muslims and
non-Muslims to make these equal and fair was also
included. Good governance of as state depends on the
equality of receipts and expenses. In the event that the
receipts of the state are lower than its expenses, it either
loses power or causes unfairness by collecting more taxes
from the public. A budgetary rearrangement and enactment
of necessary legislation to prevent extra budgetary expenses
were some other provisions of the Ferman3>7.

The practice of the provisions of the Ferman led to a
change on the financial policy. Amendments on receipt-
expense order was made initially and tax farming procedure
was abolished to be replaced by “muhasillik”. While doing
such amendments, a large number of laws and regulations
were enacted in order to create a legal infrastructure. As a
result of this change of policy, new institutions were needed

and bureaucratic arrangements were made358.

356 Diistur, L. Tertip, V.I, Istanbul: 1298, p.5.

357 Diistur, L.Tertip, V.I, Istanbul: 1298, p.6. Also see Coskun Cakir,
Tanzimat ve Islahat Fermanlarinin Mali Boyutlari, Osmanli, V.III,
Ankara: Ikitsat, 1999, p. 362-370.

358 Coskun Cakir, Tanzimat Dénemi Osmanli Maliyesi, istanbul: Kiire
Yayinlari, 2001, p. 25-26.
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In 1838, Ministry of Finance was set up. However,
considering the fact that the Tanzimat developed within a
certain period, we can say that the establishment of the
Ministry of Finance and the declaration of the Tanzimat are
included in the same series of reforms. The duty to
implement the Tanzimat in terms of finance was given to
the Ministry of Finance while authorization and
responsibility was bestowed to the Minister of Finance3>9.

During the Tanzimat reform era treasuries of
Mansure and Redif were united forming the Treasury of
Finance. Since then financial affairs, especially those in
institutional sense were conducted by this treasury and
Ministry of Finance. Determinant effects of these
institutions were predicated about the budgets of the
Tanzimat reform era of the Ottomanss®0. “Muhassillar
Talimati” was enacted in 1840 concerning taxes. This
regulation was of great importance. It required the tax
payers to be in direct contact with the state therefore

wiping out old tax methods implemented for centuriess6l.

359 Mehmet Zeki Pakalin, Maliye Teskilat1 Tarihi (1442-1930), V.I,
Istanbul: 1977, p. 25. Also see Yavuz Cezar, Osmanli Maliyesinde
Bunalim ve Degim Donemi (XVIII.Yzyildan Tanzimat’a Mali Tarih),

Istanbul: Alan Yayincilik, 1986, p. 288.
360

361 Akgiindiiz ve Oztirk, ibid., p. 448.
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The budget was called “muvazene” (the Balance) for a
long time in the Ottoman Empire362. The book containing
the budget was called “Balance Book”. The budgetary
regulation, “Hazine-I Celilenin Muvazene Defterinin Sureti
Tanzimine Dair Nizamname”363 enacted on August 2, 1855,
is the first serious budgetary preparation of the Ottoman
Empire364.

However, it remains a controversial issue what the
first modern budget of the Ottoman Empire was. There are
various opinions concerning this issues65. In 1841-1842 a
budgetary draft was prepared. But this was not a budget in
contemporary sense, it is a table where predictions were
made on overall receipts and expenses. Such developments
in financial affairs led the inclusion of a provision

concerning the budget in the Islahat Fermani366.

362Bedri Gursoy, Tanzimat Doneminde Osmanli Maliyesi, Biitceler ve
Hazine Hesaplari, Ankara, Turk Tarih Kurumu Yayini, 1989, p. 8-129
vd.

363 Duistur 1. Tertip, V. I, p. 260-264.

364 Bedri Gursoy, Tanzimat Doneminde Osmanli Maliyesi, Biitceler
ve Hazine Hesaplari, Ankara, Ttrk Tarih Kurumu Yayini1,1989, p. 85.
365 Ziya Karamursal,Osmanli Mali Tarihi Hakkinda Tetkikler,
Ankara:TTK Yayini, 1989, p.122 vd. Also see A.D. Novicev (Cev: Nabi
Dincer), Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun Yari-Somiirgelesmesi, Ankara:
Onur Yayinlar1, 1979, s .76 vd., Charles Morawitz, Tiirkiye Maliyesi,
(Derleyen: Maliye Tetkik Kurulu). Ankara: Maliye Bakanhg Tetkik
Kurulu Yaymni, 1979, p.25., Engin Deniz Akarli,1872-1916 Yili
Biitceleri Isiginda Osmanli Maliyesinin Sikintilari, Ozel Say1: Cavit
Orhan Tutengil’in Anisina Armagan, Istanbul: 1.U, IFM, 1982, p. 225-
226., Guran, ibid., p.7.

366 Enver Ziya Karal, Osmanl1 Tarihi, V.VII, Ankara: TTK Yayini, 1988,
p. 226-227. Also see Dustur, I. Tertip. V.I p.13.
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Budgetary deficits were tried to be settled by means of

external and internal borrowing.

Between 1854 and 1875, the Ottomans raised loans
16 times. Budgetary deficits are the leading causes of
external borrowing. But external borrowings aimed at
settling the deficits failed because the payment of the
capital and the interest of these borrowings constituted a

heavy burden on the budgets367.

Second important cause of external borrowing was foreign
trade deficit. In the period between 1850 and 1859, export
amounted to 9.8 million pounds Sterling while import
amounted to 12.3 million pounds Sterling bringing about a
2.5 million pound Sterling foreign trade deficit. This
situation made external borrowing an important source to
meet import expenses3®8, A considerable amount of external
borrowing was used for the current expenditures and

refunding of former debts not on efficient fields.

The vicious circle of external borrowing made it
impossible to create a healthy financial structure and

pursue coherent financial policies for the Ottoman Empire.

367 A.D. Novicev (Cev: Nabi Dincer), Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun Yari-
Somiirgelesmesi, Ankara: Onur Yayinlari, 1979, p.82-84. Also see

Refii Stikrti Suvla, Tanzimat Doneminde Istikrazlar, Tanzimat I,
Istanbul: Maarif Matbaasi, 1940, p.263-288.

368 Sevket Pamuk, Kapitalist Diinya Ekonomisi ve Osmanli Dis
Ticaretinde Uzun Dénemli Dalgalanmalar, 1830-1913, Turk Iktisat
Tarihi Uzerine arastirmalar II. ODTU Gelisim Dergisi Ozel Sayi,
Ankara:1979, p.198.
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The Ottoman economy which was tried to be supervised
initially by Islahat Ferman: in 1856, later in 1859 by the
European countries was eventually brought under full audit
with the “Duyun-i Umumiye Idaresi” (General Debts
Administration), set up in 1882. Borrowing policy of the
Tanzimat reform era is the main reason why this

administration was established369.

44. Accounting Record Samples from the Period

after the Tanzimat - Until the Republican Era

Abdullatif Suphi Pasha put forward the need for a
restructuring in the economy in his draft. According to him,
the first thing to do as a financial amendment was holding
the records in a tidy manner and essentially using a book.
He emphasizes that this is the only way to monitor the sate

accounts 370,

However, the statist perception of the Ottomans and
providing many opportunities for the private sector, led the
accounting implementations develop not in this sector but
inside the state. Accounting implementations developed
initially within Defterdarliklar, later within the newly

established Ministry of Finance following the Tanzimat. In

369 Hayri Mutlucag, Duyiin-1 Umiimiye Idaresi ve Reji Soygunu,
Belgelerle Turk Tarih Dergisi, S.2, Istanbul,1967, p.33 vd. Also see
Coskun Cakir, Tanzimat Dénemi Osmanli Maliyesi, Istanbul: Kure
Yayinlari, 2001, p. 20 vd.
370 Cakaur, ibid., p.168-169.
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the meantime, while accounting implementations did not
show a progress in the private sector except for the
enterprises owned by foreigners, agricultural and industrial
institutions under the Emperor struggled to develop
accounting implementations. Accounting of these
institutions was also conducted by the central body within

the Ministry of Finance.

This kind of structure, led the accounting
implementations of the Empire, develop within the Ministry
of Finance also in the XIX. century. On the other hand, in
western countries, such development was achieved largely
by the private sector, therefore the owners of the accounting
implementations were the ministries of industry and

finance.

The developments starting with the Tanzimat in the
Ottoman Empire were generally slow. Until 1860s, no
development had been observed neither in accounting
implementations nor accounting education. Until then,
state accounting had been conducted through the
traditional method (stairs method). Double entry recording
method was introduced for the first time in the second half
of the XIX. century and the Ottomans had to use this

method without recognizing the simple accounting system.

Until 1860, curriculums of the Turkish schools had

been deprived of accounting lessons and accounting
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method books. Until then, accounting education had been
conducted dependent on the relation between the master
and his apprentice. It is observed that during the first half
of the XIX. century, foreign schools included accounting
education was included in their curriculums. That is why
the first accounting method book written in Turkey is in
Armenian and most of the authors of such books are of

Armenian stock.

The young people who had been sent to France after
the Tanzimat returned Turkey in the early second half of
the XIX. century and began to be effective in the
administration of the Empire. They also brought Turkey,
the French accounting books and discipline of accounting
therefore contributing in the development of the double
entry recording method in Turkey, according to global
standards. In fact, works compatible with this double entry
recording methods were conducted even before this process.
The most widely known of these works is a 70-page
accounting discipline book about the double entry recording
method translated by Suleyman Asaf in 1882 available in
the Library of University of Istanbul. It is called “Muhtasar
Usul-i Defteri” (Brief Book of Procedures).

The second half of the XIX. century is distinctive in
terms of Turkish accounting history. This distinction is

observed from the education, implementations and method
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books on accounting. Prevalence of accounting education
in terms of educational institutions and curriculums during
the last 25 years of the century, is important for the

adoption of double entry recording method.

On the other hand, the legal basis required for the
development of accounting began to be formed. In 1850, the
trade law “Kanunname-i Ticaret” was enacted and remained
effective until its renewal in 1926. This law contributed in
the rise of trade rules, institutionalization and merge of
accounting record rules with the introduction of accounting

books in the last part of the century.

These developments, made it possible to benefit form
the double entry recording method in practice. It is known
that double entry recording method was not used within
public institutions, instead the “stairs method” continued to
be used in accounting records and financial institutions of
the state, the process of adoption of double entry recording
method was considerably fairly slow. However the first

implementers of this method were again public institutions.

It was in XX. century when the private sector began
to benefit from double entry recording method. At the end of
the first half of the XIX. century, between 1840 and 1850,
struggles for industrialization yielded negatively. During the
second half of the century, the private sector could not

achieve great industrial institutions as a result of
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everlasting wars and insufficient accumulation of capital.
The owners of those established ones are non-Muslims.
Existence of “Duyun-i Umumiye” (General Debts
Administration) and pressures from foreign countries
provided these enterprises with the opportunity to conduct
the record orders with their own methods and languages.
And this situation accounted for a negative factor in the

adoption of double entry recording method371.

440. Accounting Record Sample 1 from the Period
after the Tanzimat - Until the Republican Era

In this section, accounting records of Orhan Bey
Foundation which remained from the foundation period
has been presented as a proof in order to show the

continuity.

371 Qktay Guvemli, Tiirk Devletleri Muhasebe Tarihi, Volume III,
[stanbul: Stiryay Yayincilik, 2000, p.406-429.
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Its form in siyakat writing:
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Translation of Orhan Bey Foundation with Arabic letters:
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English transcription of Orhan Bey Foundation:

From 1 March 1239 |

] to

Yearly revenues and expenditures accounting of Sultan Orhan Gazi
Mosque and Imaret foundations in Bursa from the beginning of March
until the end of February: A copy was given in accordance to an edict
issued by the request of Darussaade Agas1 Abdullah. 2 Rebi'tilahir

1241.

Yearly Revenue
Akce
519.252

The amount taken by trustee commissioner from mukataa revenues of

the foundation belonging to Haremeyn Treasury

Yearly
Akce
349.500

From the below mentioned revenues:

From the rent of | From the rent of | From the rents | From the shops
Bicakcilar bath Eski bath in of baths and and their rents
in Kiracilar Kiracilar Yearly | coffee houses Yearly

Yearly Yearly Akce

Akce Akce Akce 85.812

5.400 3.600 1.440

From the rent
installments of Emir in

From the rent of
mills

Kiracilar Yearly Yearly
Akce Akce
36.000 1.800

From the rents of
houses, vineyards and
gardens in Bursa
Yearly

Akce

23.700

Foundation land revenues in Koyltler:

With Bursa kile
Yearly

500

4.150 kile,

3.825 subtracted and expenses

325

200 Loss at the depot

125
Akce
12.000




4- Subtraction from this

Akce

792.823

For the salaries of foundation workers
From the beginning of March 1239 until the end of February of the

same year

Daily
Akce
725

Yearly
Akce

261.000

5- For the expenditures below

Akce

531.823
a- For the expenditures of Imaret

274.149
Rice, with Pure oil Run honey Black grape | Red grape
Istanbul kile | Yearly Yearly Yearly Yearly
Yearly 178 kiyye, fi | 210 kyye, fi | 425 kiyye, fi | 50 kiyye, fi
140 keyl, fi 225 240 33 33
780 Akce Akce Akce Akce
Akce 40.050 50.400 14.025 1.650
109.200
Dried plum Black Pear, for Figs, for Almond
Yearly plums imaret imaret Yearly
50 kuyye, fi Yearly Yearly Yearly 4 kiyye, fi 36
33 S0 kiyye, fi 50 kuyye, fi 50 kiyye, fi Akce
Akce 33 33 33 144
1.650 Akce Akce Akce

1.650 1.650 1.650
Peanut Saffron Garbanzo Starch Vinegar
Yearly 150 deste, fi | bean Yearly Yearly
125 kiyye, fi | 18 Yearly 50 kiyye, fi 180 kayye, fi
36 Akce 160 kiyye, fi | 33 20
Akce 2.700 48 Akce Akce
450 Akce 1.650 3600
7680
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6- For the specific expenses below

Meat price Meat price Meat price Yellow wax Oil for the
for the for the for for the mosque in
muderris at | muderris at | foundation mosque I Bursa
Manastir Iznik employees Bursa 24 Yearly
medresah medresah Yearly okka, price: Akce
Daily Yearly Akce 1080 1.480
S7 Akce 21.240 Akce
Yearly 8.640 25.920
Akce White wax
20.520 3 okka, price:

1200

Akce

3.600

Total:29.520
Oil for the For the Sponge and | Olive oil for | Olive oil for
mosque in repair of the | etc for the the mosque | the shrine
iznik Yearly | minaret mosque in and minaret | 24 okka,
Akce Yearly Bursa 160 okka, price:171
1.000 3.000 Yearly Akce | price: 171 Akce

720 Akce 2104

27.360
For the For the For the For the For the
muderris in | price of .... chandeliers stationery of | fumigant of
Manastir Of muiderris | of mosque foundation the mosque
medresah in Manastir | and minaret | Yearly and shrines
Yearly medresah Yearly Akce Yearly
Akce Yearly Akce 1.800 Akce
160 Akce 2.500 2.000

2.720

Spring Price of sack | Price of Price of Provisions
money for necessary sieve, riddle | candles for the sheik
the for Imaret A | and shovel necessary of Imaret
medresah pair necessary for the Yearly
students 2 for Imaret minarets in | Akce
Yearly Yearly Yearly Ramazan 4.320
Akce Akce Akce Yearly
150 600 600 Akce

360
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For the Mill price Grinded Wood price | Price paid to
provisions of | for the flour | wheat for for Imaret chandler for
Katip effendi | of Imaret Imaret Yearly the candles
Yearly Yearly Yearly Akce of the
Akce Akce Akce 1.800 mosque
7.200 4.320 720 Yearly
Akce
660

For asure Hardwood For tinning | For the Subsistence
meal in for the water | the copper | tinsmith from Bursa to
Muharrem canal of the plates of who tinned | Istanbul for
month foundation Imaret the plates following the
Yearly Yearly Yearly Yearly affairs of the
Akce Akce Akce Akce foundation
1.800 1.200 500 Yearly

Akce

11.000
For the Tevliyet For the For the For the
carter who | tezkeresi salary of salary of collector of
carried harc of the the trustee | foundation the
goods of foundation Yearly clerk foundation
Imaret Yearly Akce Yearly Yearly
Yearly Akce 24.000 12.000 Akce
Akce 4.800 500
4.400
Payment for | Preparation | Cereals and | Dundarh Signature
the price paid to | wheat price | Mukatacas1? | fee paid to
provisions the for the Yearly inspectors
of foundation foundation Akce of Evkaf
foundation | collector and 12.000 Yearly
employees Yearly porterage Akce
Yearly 500 Yearly 1.800
4.400 Akce

7.500

Fee paid to documentation
office Yearly
Akce

5.000

Fee paid to Haremeyn
Accounting Office for
following the accounting of
the foundation

Yearly

12.000
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Debit to the trustee for extra expenditures was decided with an edict to
be paid in installments

Akce
273.571
Calculation in Gurus
para
2279,5 31
2279,5 31 a copy was given
00000 00

Evkaf inspector

Abdulkadir

Seal

BOA., Kamil Kepeci Tasnifi, nr. 3348
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441. Accounting Record Sample 2 from the Period
after the Tanzimat - Until the Republican Era
The second sample from this period belongs to Sirket-i
Hayriye or in other words Maritime Lines. But this sample
was prepared in Ottoman with siyakat writing. For this
reason, in this sample, its Ottoman Turkish form,

transcription and English forms will be given.
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Ottoman Turkish form of Sirket-i Hayriye Sample:
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BOA., irade MMS, nr. 251
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English form of Sirket-i Hayriye Sample:

Documentation of Sirket-i Hayriye steamboats about their revenues and
expenditures from their arrival in Istanbul and commencement of
working until this date of year 1270 August month.

KURUS MONEY

6.000.000 For the price of the first shares sold to
shareholders

1.178.707,5 | 10 Amount taken in respect to first management
of Bilezikciogullar: for 20 months

168.349,5 10 Revenue of 36 days between taking the bid
from Bilezikciogullar1 and passing it to others

1.250.000 Revenue of seven and half months under the
management of Migirdic kalfa

558.312 Revenue of the term between 24 June 1854
and the end of August 1854

9.155.369 10 TOTAL
EXPENDITURES

6.321.087,5 Amount paid to Baltac1 Manolaki for the price
of eight steamboats

449.653,5 The price of the steamboat bought later from
French tradesman Tokas

1.039.248 Construction cost of wharves

4.806,5 Paint and tent etc. expenditures of eight
steamboats paid to Captain Kalicer

119.842 For the expenses of the captain and
steamboats in London

59.547 Expenses covered by Feshane Sarrafi Ohannes
for the fences of wharfs, lithography expenses
of bonds and salaries of treasurer

7.994.184,5 TOTAL

7.600 Price paid to the port for the broken carriers

163.770 Price paid to French tradesmen renunciation
of two steamboats

685.180,5 10 Money given to shareholders as profit in May
1853

75.316,5 Collector tax with a rate of %1.5

30.000 Price of ten shares given by tradesman Baltaci

29.356 Wharf repair price given to Migirdic

8.985.407,5 | 10 TOTAL
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BALANCE

9.155.369,5 | 10 Abovementioned revenues
8.985.407,5 | 10 Abovementioned expenditures
169.961,5
107.420 Debit to be collected from shareholders
32.250 Debit to be collected from some
shareholder
13.250 Debit of dead Feshane director
Ohannes
22.920 Debit of collectors
39.000 Number of Shares to be sold: 13
107.420 | TOTAL
62.541,5
231.797 Present cash in the chest according to
September calculations
294.338,5 TOTAL

Source: Bogazicinde Asirlik Seyahat, Belgelerle Sirket-i Hayriye, p. ,
Prime Ministry State Archives General Directorate, Istanbul, 2007.
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Income and expenditures of Sirket-i Hayriye steamboats start
from the beginning of March 1271 [13 March 1855]. It is hoped to give
out share profits for March 1272 [13 March 1856]. But to distribute
profits, the status of the company must be found out by the
expenditures and revenues. For this reason, according to ordinance
from the beginning of March [13 March 1855] until the end of February
of the same year, the revenues and expenditures, cash in the safe, cash
on interest, the first installment of two steamboats and other
installments, the remainder from the last year and collected debts are to
be determined.

S Receb 1272 [12 March 1856]

The amount of revenues and expenditures realized under the
administration of Ali Hilmi Efendi from the beginning of March 1271 [13
March 1855] until the end of February in accordance with the books
presented to the ministry.

Revenues with the rents Expenditures with
commissions

Kurus Para Kurus Para

397.529,5 205.259 14 1271 March

456.470,5 223.447 1271 April

574.941 273.536 1271 May

717.604 10 307.439,5 10 1271 June

761.958,5 10 315.113,5 1271 July

791.154,5 10 338.490 1271 August

705.988,5 315.541,5 1271
September

551.159 292.420,5 1271
Tesrinievvel

458.602,5 257.542 9 1271
Tesrinisani

509.804 10 274.032,5 §) 1271 Kantni
evvel

493.545 10 282.219,5 10 1271
Kanunisani

469.063,5 460.745,5 15 1271
February

6.887.821,5 10 3.581.788,5 04

3.581.788,5 4

Expenditures
3.306.033 9
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The amount of revenues collected from the shareholders and
others and the money left after commercial calculation at the end of
March 1271 [13 March 1855]

Kurus Para
91.389 The amount after the calculation in March 1271 [13
March 1855]
64.250 The amount collected from shareholders’ debits
3.560 The amount collected from the collectors’ debits
3.000 The revenue gained from the sale of the wreckage
from the closure of Balta port.
2.955 10 The revenue gained from the sale of fences of some
ports
22.625,5 The amount taken from the military treasury for
military transportations.
61.836,5 The amount earned from interest
Interest(Kurus) | Capital Number
(Kurus) of days
6.291,5 150.000 151 14 October
1855-12
March 1856
10.347 250.000 149 16 October
1855-12
March 1856
12.333 300.000 148 17 October
1855-12
March 1856
12.250 300.000 147 18 October
1855-12
March 1856
41.221,5 1.000.000
20.615 600.000 124 27 October
1855-12
March 1856
61.836,5 1.600.000
249.616 | 10
2.400 The monthly 200 kurus wage given in accordance to
ordinance as stationery from the beginning of March
1271 [13 March 1855] until the end of February[12
March 1856]
247.216 | 10
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Total

Kurus Para
3.553.249 16
507.31 10 the first installment of the two ordered steamboats
6
Kurus Para The price of each
Actual price
2.018.125 13.750 147,5
The amount given as first installment
507.031 10 3.438 147,5
From now on
1.511.093 .30
will be given
&
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1.226.574 &

Under the control of Ali Hilmi Efendi from the the beginning of
the past 1271 until the end of February, after dropping expenses, the
revenue from the rental to the Frenchman is 3.306.033 kurus 6 para.
After calculating the debts of the shareholders and collectors and
accruements born from some revenues and interest until March 1272
and after the subtraction of necessary expenditures, the amount found
was 247.216 kurus 10 para. After emerging with the revenues of the
mentioned year and subtracting the amount given to Edvar in account
of the first installment for two steamboats 507.031 kurus 10 para, it is
seen that the revenue of the company is totally 3.046.218 kurus 6 para.
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As shown above, 1.600.000 kurus is lent at interest, 1.226.574,5 kurus
6 para is kept at trade treasury and 219.643,5 kurus is kept for the
expenditures of coal and etc. at company safe. In this respect, the
amount to be given as profit to the shareholder from the beginning of
March 1272 is presented to the respectful comments of your Ministry.
17 Recep 1272

Above given sample shows a long record of maritime
lines. As it can be understood, a short section is given here.
For raising awareness long (...... ) blanks were given.
Accounting record of this sample in modern day form is not

given because of its length.
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442. Accounting Record Sample 3 from the Period
after the Tanzimat - Until the Republican Era
The last sample from this period covers the accounting of a
farm from the Emirdag district of Afyonkarahisar province.

This records were kept with siyakat.
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Siyakat form of Emirdag Farm Sample:
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Translation of Emirdag Farm with Arabic letters:
1
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English form of Emirdag Farm Sample:

1- Summary of Cifteler farm of Bar¢in [=Emirdag] district of Karahisar-1 Sahip
[Afyon] province from 6 November 1246 to 6 November 1247 about the
agricultural produces, cattles, loss of cattles and expenditures made
between these dates. It is kept by Hac1 Mehmet Aga who was assigned as a
deputy by Colonel Mirza Sait Bey of Hassa soldiers.

2- The number of present cattle and losses in the mentioned farms:

a- Horses b- Newly born colts
Head Head
257
466 Big mare
22 Stallion , Piece :26,
4 Piece sent to Istanbul before
70 Two and half years old male colt
12 Castrated
12 One year old male colt
8 One year old female colt
186 Gentle breed
776
62 Losses
714

c-Sent to Istanbul for cavaliers
Head
50 Two and half years old male colts

e-Deaths

Head

23 Big mare

2 One year old female colt

6 One and half year old male colt
1 Stallion

22 Gentle Breed

54

540

d-Escapees
Head
8 Big mare

f- Stallions sent from
the stables of the palace in
Istanbul

Head

21
3 Losses
18



g- Present stock

Head
435 Big mare
19 Stallion
2 Castrations
20 Two and half years old male colt, now three years old
6 One and half year old male colt Now two years old
6 One year old female colt, now two years old
12 Castration
164 Gentle breed, now two years old
664
3- Cattle
a-Head b- Newly born
116 Domestic cattle calves
26 Cattle heifer up to Head
two years 122
46 Two years old
Male calves
25 One year old
Male calves
33 One year old
heifers
4 Cattle bull
12 Cattle oxen
32 Male calves
19 Female calves
313
11 Losses
302
c- Deaths d- Prepared for
Head sale as explained
below
1 One year old heifer Head
1 One year old male calf 10 Domestic cattle
1 One year old heifer 24 Two years old
4 Male calves heifer
4 Female calves 46 Two years old cattle
11 80

e- Remainder

Head
106
1
24
32
4
12
28
a5
222

Domestic cattle

Two years old Domestic cattle heifer, now three years old

One year old Domestic cattle calf, now Two years old
One year old Domestic cattle heifer, included
Domestic cattle bull

Domestic cattle ox

Male calves

Female calves
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4-Water buffaloes

a-Head

49
11

Water buffalo
Two years old water buffalo heifer

7 One year old water buffalo heifer
17 Two years old water buffalo calf
2 Water buffalo bull
10 Work water buffalo
21 Male young Buffalo
15 Female young Buffalo
132
5 Losses
127
c- Deaths
Head
1 One year old water buffalo heifer
1 Two years old water buffalo heifer
1 Male young Buffalo
2 Female young Buffalo
5

e- Number of remainder

Head

49
11
6
4
2
10
20
13
115

Water buffalo

b- Newly born buffalo calves
Head
25

d- Prepared for

sale as explained below

Head

12 Two years old
buffalo calf

Two years old water buffalo heifer, now three years old
One year old water buffalo heifer, now Two years old
Two years old water buffalo calf, now three years old

Water buffalo bull
Work water buffalo
Male young Buffalo
Female young Buffalo

5- Inventory of the mentioned farm

Milk bucket Old bucket Handled bowl Big milk boiler
Piece Piece Piece Piece
2 2 1 3
Small milk boiler Weigher Cart Plowshare
Piece Piece Piece Piece
2 1 5 6

1 Bought this time

6
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Strap Thresh Sledge Axe Scythe Auger
Piece Piece Piece Piece Piece
4 3 4 4 1
9 bought 2 this time 2 time
This time 6 6
12
File Saw Rasp Hand Adze Foot adze
Piece Piece Piece Piece Piece
1 1 1 1 1
Mattock Pickaxe
Piece Piece
1 1

6- Amount of the seeds and the cereal collected by tax collector Suleyman Aga

of Karahisar in return for two horses

a- Wheat
Karahisar kiyye
310 bought by
Karahisar tax collector
87 Horse price 70
23 Inventory seeds 80
420
270 bought for sustenance
sustenance of animals
150
150 Planted
000

c- Vetch bought by Karahisar tax collector
Karahisar kiyye

10

10 Spent for sustenance

00

b- Barley

Karahisar kiyye

190 bought by
Karahisar tax collector

Horse price

Inventory seeds

340

260 bought for the

Spent
80
80 Planted
00

7- The amount of cereals grown from the above mentioned seeds

As mentioned below, saved for trade
trade

a-Wheat
Karahisar kiyye

629 Grown from the seeds 425
281 Collected from asar 132
910 557

As mentioned below, saved for

b-Barley
Karahisar kiyye

Grown from the seeds
Collected from asar
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310 Saved for sustenance 320

600 237

150 Saved for seeding 80

450 157

With Istanbul kiyye One Karahisar kiyye
3 IstanbulkiyyeFi _za minhi

1.350 A 471

c-Oat d- vetch

Karahisar kiyye Karahisar kiyye

60 17

60 For sustenance or 17 For sustenance or
00 as seed 00 as seed

Saved for sustenance

Saved for seeding

e-Lentil
Karahisar kiyye
7
7 For sustenance or
00 as seed

8- Pure fat or cheese acquired from abovementioned animals

It was annotated for sale as explained below

a-Pure fat b-Cheese
Kiyye Kiyye
743 291
243 The amount necessary for sustenance 291 The amount necessary for
500 000 sustenance
[s.3]
9- Revenues of the farm from meadows and etc. born from the previous year
Gurus
560 Meadow revenue
3.400 Revenue collected from Cifteler village
367 Sheep counting revenue
4.327
From this
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10- The amount of expenses done by the mentioned administrator and the

amount to be given to Evkaf Treasury

a- The expenses met by
the mentioned manager

b- Salary of the mentioned
from November 1246 to
November 1247

For one year

Gurus Kiyye Monthly

62 Rice 50 Gura

132 Asel 44 500

155 Pekmez 155 12

99 Salt 730 Monthly

75 Onion 300 Gura

15 Garlic 30 6.000

140 Sack, 14 piece 2.000 previously given from Evkaf
40 Axe, 2 piece Treasury

173 Tar 173 4.000

Bought for horses

120 saddles

40 control of castrations

50 Carriage, 1 piece
516,5 Harvest set

90 Oat
553 Expenditures of castrations came from Istanbul
40 Rope for water buffalo
735 Expenses for the stallions arrived in royal mews
117,5 Tresh sledge, 9 Piece
20 Sycthe, 2 Piece
391 Several expenses
3.634
c-TOTAL
Guruas
7.634

d- The amount which must be
paid by the farm to the

Evkaf Treasury in accordance to
a decree of the previous

year

Guruas

9.750

f-TOTAL

e- Four months salary of the
mentioned manager and the money
given by Evkaf Treasury for cleaning
and ordered to be paid when
its due came
Gura
2.000 Four months salary of

The mentioned director
2.330 Janitor wage
4.330

Gurus
14.080
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g-GRAND TOTAL

Gurus
21.714
10- TRIAL BALANCE
Gurus
21.714 Expenditures as shown above
4.327 Revenues as shown above
17.387 Remaining expenses and etc.
a- As shown above the remaining b- As shown above, the revenue
salary of the mentioned manager amount of the farm according to the
and other expenses edict of the last year and previously
given salaries from Evkaf Treasury and
janitor wages from the Mukataat
treasury to the mentioned treasury
Gurus Guru .
7.634 14.080
4.327 As shown above,
The revenue of the farm
3.307

Payment of the mentioned amount to the Foundation treasury will be by the
sale of the cattle and agricultural produces.

11- As shown above with an offset, it is understood that the farm has
approximately seventeen thousand gurus deficit from the salary of the
mentioned manager, the yield of the year and expenses of the farm. But
from the above shown animals and produces, the quantities shown below
are found to be unnecessary for the farm and it is enunciated by the
responsible manager that if the sale of these articles is ordered, the farm
will have a positive balance. According to his statement, with the order of
sale the animals, cereals and their current price is

a- The animals to be sold, their breeds, amounts and approximate current

prices
Two years old cattle Two years old cattle Two years old buffalo
calf, now three heifer, now three calf, now three
years old years old years old
Head Head Head
46 24 12
Pair Each Pair Pair Each Pair Pair Each Pair
23 Fi Guras 12 Fi Guras 6 Fi Guras

450 400 700

Gurus Guruas Guruas
10.350 4.800 4.200
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Domestic cattle

Head Each

10 Fi Gurus
80

Gurus

800

TOTAL
20.150

b- The amount and type of cereals and approximate current prices

Wheat Sa‘ir Pure oil
Karahisar keyli Karahisar keyli Okka
450 157 500

Each keyl Each keyl Each okka

F1 guras Fi guras Fi guras

10 5,5 4
Gurus Gura Gurus
4.500 863,5 2.000
TOTAL
7.363

The manager also explained that there may be small changes during the
sales of these animals and cereals.

GRAND TOTAL

27.513°
13-BALANCE
Guras
27.513 Approximate price of above given animals and cereals
17.387 Remaining salaries and other expenses
10.126 Surplus
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CHAPTER III

GENERAL EVALUATION

INTRODUCTION

The Stairs (Merdiban) Method, which is a bookkeeping
method, was born in the Middle East and after centuries of
use was eventually phased out in the Middle East and
replaced with double-entry bookkeeping adopted from the
west. The first traces of this method are found in the
accounting records of the Abbasid State early in the VIII.
century. The last examples of the application of the method
are in the Ottoman Empire near the end of the XIX.
century. Accordingly the aforementioned method has had a

lifespan of 1100 years.

The method was invented and developed as part of
state accounting. The method is also known to be used in
the economic enterprises of the state. There are three states
where the method originated and developed in. These are
the Abbasid Empire (750-1528), the Ilkhans (II-khans) State
(1251-1353) and the Ottoman Empire (1299-1922). The
birth and adolescence of the Stairs Method was in the
Abbasid state; its development occurred during the
[Ikhanian era, while its maturity was brought about during
the Ottoman reign. Throughout its eleven centuries of
existence the method was in a constant state of

development and renewal to better suit the prevailing
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conditions of the time. This is reflected in the fact that when
early and later examples of the method are compared,
marked differences are observed while the principle of the

method remains the same.

The three states mentioned above were founded by
different nations. The Abbasid Empire was an Arab state,
The Ilkhans were a Mongol dynasty and the Ottoman
Empire was a Turkish state. The Abbasid Empire was a
Muslim State. The Ilkhans State, while not a Muslim state,
was predominantly administered by statesmen who were
Muslims of Turkish and Persian cultural stock. The
Ottoman Empire had a state structure where Turkish and
Islamic cultures prevailed. The founding of these three

states was consecutive.

This study is concerned with examining the birth and

development of the Stairs Method through examples.

According to present information there are three states in
the Middle East that have used the Stairs Method as a
method of state accounting. These are the Abbasid Empire
(750-1258), the Ilkhans State (1251-1353) and the Ottoman
Empire (1299-1922). The populations of these states are of
different nationalities. The Abbasids were Arabs, the people
who established the Ilkhans State were Mongols while the
populace was Persian, and the Ottoman Empire was

established by Turks. The political and economic
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relationships between these three states resulted in the
handover of accounting methods from one to the other. The
Mongols who established the Ilkhans destroyed the
Abbasids Empire in 1258 but inherited many different
cultural elements. In the establishment of the Ilkhans
State, Arabs and Turks, who had arrived in Anatolia from
Central Asia and had a more advanced civilization than the
Mongols, served as high level public servants. It is possible
that Arab statesmen who took part in establishing the new
state brought a fiscal structure and accounting system
developed through previous experience to Iran along with
their methods and structure of public administration. This
accounting system is the Stairs Method. During the Ilkhans
State era the method was developed and several books were
authored that aimed to teach and present the method and
the method was given its name, Merdiban (Merdiven-

Stairs) Method372.

The Ottoman state was established in northwestern
Anatolia and constantly expanded westwards - to such an
extent that it had expanded into the Balkans, during the
XIV. century, within a century of its establishment. To
secure its eastern borders it paid tributes to the Ilkhans

State for about 50-60 years after its founding; it was during

372 For the accounting technique called Merdiban see W. Hinz, Resale-i
Falakiyyad, Wiesbaden, 1952, p. 35-57.
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these fiscal relations that the Stairs Method was learned
and adopted by the Ottoman State. It is also possible that
[Ikhanian officials of Turkish stock who were employed in
the Ilkhans State’s accounting, who later moved to Anatolia,
contributed to the transmission of this accounting method.
This method of accounting is known to have been used for
centuries in not only the state administration of the
Ottoman Empire but also in state-owned enterprises and
endowments. The method was developed over the centuries
and adapted to new requirements and was sufficient for all
accounting needs of the state. Similar to current accounting
methods, not necessarily being called double-entry
bookkeeping, the name of the Merdiban (Stairs) Method was
not used in the Ottoman Empire and it was simply referred
to as the accounting method. This method was employed in
the Ottoman Empire until 1879 and was abandoned as
dictated in a Royal Edict issued that year and was replaced

with double-entry bookkeeping.

As illustrated by these explanations, the Stairs
Method was born during Abbasid reign, developed under
the Ilkhans and reached maturity during the Ottoman era,
falling out of use near the end of the XIX. century and
taking its place in history. The first examples of the method
during the Abbasid period belong to end of the VIII. century,
more precisely Harun al-Rasheed’s reign (766-809). The last
examples of the method belong to the final part of the XIX.
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century in the Ottoman Empire which means that the
method had a life span of approximately 1100 years. This is
the provable lifespan of the method.

It is a known fact that other states were established
in and around the periphery of the Middle East at the end
of the VIII. century373. Most of these states were in close
contact with each other and other states in the region. For
example the Ghaznavid Empire and the Samanid State had
close fiscal and other relations with the Abbasid Empire.
Also the Golden Horde and the Anatolian Seljuk states were
also known to have close relations with the Mongols who
established the Ilkhans state. These fiscal, political and
cultural relations are mentioned in history books. Most
interesting among these relations is the similarity between
the structure and organization of bodies charged with the
fiscal affairs of the state. Also the similarities between the
types of taxes levied and state expenditures of these states
are interesting. Consequently the possibility of the Stairs
Method being employed in these other states of the
mentioned centuries is ever present. Unfortunately
examples of accounting records belonging to states other

than the Abbasid Empire, Ilkhans state and the Ottoman

373 Among these are the following Turkic states and dynasties: Karahan
State (840-1211) established in the Eastern Turkistan (present day
northwestern China, the Ghaznavid Empire (963-1187) established in
present day Afghanistan and Northern India, the Samanid state (875-
1005) which reigned in Horosan, Seljuk state (1040-1308) in Anatolia
and the Altinordu (Golden Horde) state (1241-1502) of Crimea.

561



Empire have not been preserved and are not available for

scrutiny.

Among these states which reigned in the same
geography over the same period of time, the Anatolian
Seljuk state (1040-1308) has a special place. This state had
developed relations with both the Abbasids and the Ilkhans.
The relations with the Abbasids rose out of Islamic culture
while the relations with the Mongols were developed along
political and fiscal lines. Therefore this state is also known
to have employed the Stairs Method of accounting.
Unfortunately records of Seljuk state accounting are not

available today.

As can be garnered from these explanations, it is
possible that the Stairs Method of accounting was employed
by many states in the Middle East, but only the Abbasids,
[Ikhans and Ottoman usage is illustratable through
documents. As a result, the invention and the development
of the method are only researchable by examining these

three states, so we placed these three states in our study.

1. COMMON FEATURES OF THE STATES WHICH USED
STAIRS (MERDIBAN) METHOD

Abbasid Empire (750-1258), Ilkhans State (1251-1353) and
the Ottoman Empire (1299-1922) are states which reigned

over approximately the same geography.
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In all three of these states Islamic culture was
dominant. The founders of the Ilkhans State were non-
Muslim Mongols but the officials charged with public
administration were Arab, Persian and Turkish Muslims.
Therefore it can be said that the administration of all three
states was performed by people with common religious
cultures. In these states the Islamic religion was effective in
fiscal and political administration. Fiscal institutions of the
states were similar, taxation was based on religious rules

and the same factors were effective in expenditures too.

The second factor influential in these three states is
intercultural relations. In fiscal administration the Arabic
and Persian cultures were predominant. The Arab-Muslim
statesmen of the Abbasid Empire were influential in the
fiscal administration of the state and felt a need for an
accounting system; therefore they laid the foundations of
the Stairs Method. This culture, along with the neighboring
Persian culture, was influential in the Ilkhans
administration. Since the Mongol Ilkhans State was
founded in the geography of the Persian culture the Persian
culture was influential in the administration, especially in
the fiscal affairs of the state. The Arab culture was also
influential through the Ilkhans State’s employment of
public officials raised under the Abbasid culture. Therefore
the statesmen of these two cultures shared the same

accounting method and contributed to its development. As
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for the Ottomans it can be said that its fiscal administration
was more influenced by Arab and Persian cultures than
political administration of the state. The Arab influence was
mainly in the area of taxation through Islamic traditions
and the application of Sharia. The Persian influence was
illustrated in the literature and other areas of art along with
the fact that fiscal administration tradition developed out of
what was learned from them during the initial years of the

state when tribute was paid to the Ilkhans.

The third factor is political and military actions.
The Mongol factor comes to prominence in military and
political activities of all three states. The Mongols
terminated the Abbasids Empire in 1258. The Mongol Khan
Hulagu initially established his reign in Persia and in 1258
conquered the Abbasids capital Baghdad, effectively ending
that state. But he also employed the wise men who were
employed in the Abbasid court and took them back to the
[Ikhans State with himself and employed them in the fiscal
administration of the state. These statesmen continued to
use the fiscal methods they had learned and developed in
the Arabian Peninsula. Also Abbasid governors in Persia,
during the Abbasid rule over Persia, employed the
accounting system of their own state (Abbasid Empire). This
Abbasid legacy of accounting in Persia certainly served as
the infrastructure upon which the Ilkhans further

developed the Stairs Method. The situation in the Ottoman
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State was somewhat different. There is Mongol influence in
their adoption of this method, but the Ottomans did not
fight the Mongols. The final periods of Mongol sovereignty
corresponds to the first years of Ottoman sovereignty. The
Mongols were in the East whereas the Ottoman expansion
was westwards towards the Balkans. The Ottomans wanted
to secure their eastern border against threats in their
westward expansion and towards this end paid tribute to
the Mongols (Ilkhans State). They also learned fiscal
administration and accounting methods that became
necessary as a result of this legacy from the Ilkhans. State
accounting records of the Ilkhans state given below clearly

illustrate this relationship (Sample-1).
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Sample-1 (Transcription)
Records 17-22 are quoted from Page 93 and 94 in the Risale-i Felekiyye in 1363

Revenues from Iraq 17 1

Arabic, prepared onto order based on agreement with Hodja Alaaddin Baghdadi

2.500.000 Dinar as tuman (a Persian monetary ur 250 tuman

evenues came Trom piaces as 10lIows
Baghdad, Bakuba, Bederay, Numaniye, Bakuseya,
Kufe, Vasit, Basra, Huveyze, Araba-1 Mehacir

Sehj ——M8M8M8M ¢ Sehjf — ¢
from-Ali's country. from Hassan's country:
Negef Karbala
rorneiarna Ao 10 I

Greek (who holds Oftoman citizenship), prepared onto order based on agreement
with Hodja Nedjmeddin

3.000.000 Dinar as tuman 300 tuman

Revenues came from places as follows.

Provinces in middle 22
Amid, Meycingerd, KigiSipir, Menderes, Dircan, Trabzon,
Erzurum, Erzincan, Kemah, Harput, Malatya, Cemiskezek,
Divrigi, Bayburt, Sivas, Niksar, Kayseri, Develi, Tokat,
Amasya, Merzifon, Osmancik, Ankara, Cankiri, Aksaray,
Konya, Aksehir, Seferihisar, Karahisar, Karacadag, Maden,
Glmlispazar

Frovirices In poraeriaria

Karaman—Hamidogar—Denizli-tmurbey—Germiyan,
Orhan, Gerede, Bolu, Kastamonu, Sinop, Egridir

d
1e
Deduct from revenues ded“c 21

Spends for state's requirements deducted from original and extra revenues

26.041.000 Dinar as tuman 2.604 Tuman
These amounts spent. 1.000 Dinar

Deduct from revenues Dedud 22
Spends made by cabinet onto Sultan's order
Glmlug Dinar
8.200.000 Dinar as tuman 820 Tuman
Deduct from extra revei Ded"d
17.841.000 Dinar as tuman 1.784 Tuman
1.000 Dinar
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Note: The numbers from 17 to 22 were placed on the

articles by us to make the explanations below.

Explanations

1) It is understood that there were 4 teaching books
written for accounting in the Ilkhanian State between 1309-
1363. The last one is Risale-i Felekiyye Kitab-us. The name
of this book means ‘this is presented as a gift to Felek’ who
was a statesman. Kitab-us Siyakat’s meaning is book of
Siyakat. Siyakat is the name given to the special letters and
numbers used in Stairs method374. Its writer’s name is
Abdullah Mezenderani. This book was written in the Persian
language. This book is 227 pages and its dimensions are 12
x 17 cm. The book is in Tehran State Library of Iran and
Ayasofya (Hagia Sophia) Library of Turkey today.

2) The book consists of eight chapters. In the first
three chapters siyakat writing, numbers and their rules are
explained. The importance of the State accounting in Stairs
method are explained in the fourth, fifth and sixth chapters.
In the eighth chapter, the account books of state are
introduced. In this chapter, seven types of account books

are introduced.

These are; Ruznamce (Daily Account book), Evarece

(Major Account book), Tevcihat (Account book to observe

874 Oktay Guvemli, Muhasebe Tarihi - Osmanli imparatorlugu
Oncesi, 2.Press, Istanbul: Volume 1, 2000.
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the expenditures), Tahvilat (The account book of
individuals), Mufredat (The account book of incomes and
expenditures of provinces), Defter-i Camitil Hesap (account
book of incomes and expenditures of the state), Defter-i
Kanun (The account book of tax law). Above given example

is taken from Camil’l Hesap.

3) The book was written by Abdullah Mezanderani in
1363. However, it appears from explanations in the book
that data in records came from 1349 to 1350 A.D. The
above mentioned example from Cami-ul Hesap both shows
the usage of Stairs method in Ilkhans and is a good proof of

the taxes paid by Ottomans to the Ilkhans.

4) Tax collection locations and the taxes taken by the
[Ikhans were given in the first twenty items. Items from 17
to 20 are about Anatolian and Iraqi regions. Item number
17 shows the taxes from the Iraqi region and gives the

names of the cities in this region.

Items 18, 19 and 20 gives the cities, some of which
were under the reign of Anatolian States and the others
under Ottoman Empire. Cities given in item 19 were under
the rule of Anatolian States and generally located in Central
Anatolia. For this reason “provinces in the middle”

expression is written to the beginning of the item.

570



I[tem number 20 is named as provinces in the
borderland and were generally located in the west of

Anatolia.

Some of these cities were under the reign of Ottoman
Empire. The core of Ottoman Empire was the Kayi tribe
which was located in the western frontiers of Anatolian

States.

5) Items 21 and 22 show the expenditures of the state
according to the stairs method. Item 21 shows that the
expenditures of the state for that year was 26.041.000
Dinar. According to the equation of 10.000 Dinar makes
one tumen, the expenditures were shown in tumen.
Numbers in the book were given in written form. In state
accounting tradition, especially in Middle East states, it was
usual to show numbers in writing. This practice was a
precaution against any possibility of playing with numbers.
Some of these expenditures were met from the real incomes,
some from income bracket (17.841.000 Dinar). One
unchangeable feature of the Stairs method was writing the
grand total at first, and arranging the sub amounts, which

made up the grand total, one under the other.

Fourth factor is a more specific one. This factor was
effective in the development of the same accounting
method. This factor is the same writing and numbering

culture of these three states. Abbasids used Arabic letters
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and numbers naturally. This is a writing form is written
from right to left. The Ilkhans used the Persian alphabet,
which like the Arabic alphabet was written right to left. In
the Ottoman Empire the Arabic alphabet was used in
writing. Therefore the Ottomans also wrote from right to
left. Just as double-entry bookkeeping was developed to be
compatible with writing from left to right - features of the
Latin alphabet, so the Stairs Method was developed to be
compatible with writing from right to left - features of the
Arabic and Persian alphabets. The fact that the last letter in
a sentence written in the Arabic alphabet can be elongated

was used to separate entries in the daily ledger.

Fifth factor, shared culture of state structure and
administration. As illustrated in this research, the state
administration style and culture of the Abbasids, Ilkhans
and Ottomans have many similar features. With the
Abbasids culture of fiscal and administrative organization,
the Stairs Method’s central and provincial organization was

developed.

Sixth factor, economic environment and
commercial culture. The Abbasids production cultures
have influenced public revenues and the accounting
method that is suitable for these revenues. Products based

on agricultural and cottage economy shaped these revenues
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and the commercial culture and the use of money formed

the basis of cash taxes.

These explanations show that writing characteristics
in these three states were similar and this similarity was

helpful in the usage of this method by these states.

Having put forth the common factors between these
three states, it is now possible to examine the first examples

of the Stairs Method from the Abbasid Empire.

2. FIRST APPLICATIONS OF THE STAIRS (MERDIBAN)
METHOD IN THE ABBASID EMPIRE (750-1258)

20. Political Developments and the Political

Structure

The first known examples of the application of the method
can be traced to the Abbasid Empire. Therefore it will be
appropriate to first examine the features that influenced
state accounting. Since these features were influential in
the Ilkhans and Ottoman states this is especially important,
and since political structure was perhaps the most

influential of these factors it will be examined first.

The history of Islamic states in the Middle East starts
with the Prophet Muhammad. The Prophet spread Islam
between 622-632 (1-10 Muslim calendar) and after his
death in 632 the era of the 4 Caliphs (632-661 or 11-40
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Muslim calendar) began. Abu-Bakr, Omar, Othman and Ali
are the 4 Caliphs. After Ali’s death in 661 the Umayyad
dynasty (661-750, or 41-132 Muslim calendar) began.
During the Umayyad dynasty the territory of the Middle
Eastern Islamic State grew considerably. Following the

Umayyads, the reign of Abbasids began.

Abbasids governed over the Islamic State for over five
centuries after the Umayyad dynasty. Their reign lasted
between 750-1258 (132-656 Muslim calendar). After the
Abbasids, Caliphate remained in Arabia but many
independent states flourished in the areas once governed by
the Abbasids. The political structure began shaping during
the reign of the 4 Caliphs and Umayyad dynasty.

Because the Abbasid dynasty reigned for five hundred
years, this was a time of stability for the Islamic State.
Information about social, economic and cultural conditions
of this period is more stable and reliable. Therefore
examining accounting practices of this period will be more

appropriate.

The political structure influencing fiscal
administration and accounting infrastructure in the

Abbasid State can be listed as follows.

Caliphate (Head of State): The heads of state after the
Prophet were called Caliphs. The Caliph was both the Head

of State and the religious leader of the Islamic State. This
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was always so during the time of the 4 Caliphs, the
Umayyad dynasty and the Abbasid dynasty. Following the
end of the Abbasid dynasty the Caliphate remained but
political sovereignty was distributed among many states
established in the region. The Caliphate was acquired by
the Ottoman Emperor the Grim Sultan Yavuz in 1517 and
remained in the hands of the Ottoman dynasty until it was
abolished by Ataturk in 1922. The Caliphate was one of the
most important factors of religious influence in public

administration in the history of Islam.

Vizierate (Ministry): It is a known fact that Arabs were
influenced by Persians and Byzantines throughout history.
Once the sovereign territory of a state reaches a certain size
it is inevitable that the head of state needs aides organized
in a hierarchy to rule over the territory. In the Middle
Eastern Islamic States, development and influence of
vizierate corresponds to the Abbasid dynasty. While a vizier
uses authority on behalf of a ruler he must also be
responsible to the same ruler. This also requires that affairs
of state have to be handled with professionalism. Also
accountability requires that certain care has to be taken in

recording revenues and expenditures of the state.

Kitabet (Need for Records): As the territory of the state
grew and grew, and the workload of viziers increased they

started needing aides for certain duties. Katibu’r resail,
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Katibu’l Harac, Katibu’l ctind are some of the titles given to
these aides. Katibur resail were the officials who were
charged with writing the edicts of the Caliph and having
them sent to necessary places throughout the state.
Katibu’l harac were the officials who were charged with the
fiscal affairs of the state and was head of the organization
for collection of taxes and performance of expenditures.
This official was also responsible for the records of the
state’s accounts. The reason why accountants were called
katip (lit. writer or ledger keeper) instead of muhasip
(account keeper) throughout centuries lies in the fact that
the word katip was used in this sense. It is observed that a
Divan was established for each kitabet. The Abbasid Divan

is also discussed below.

21. Administrative Structure in Abbasids

Vilayet (Governorate): The capital of the Abbasid State was
Baghdad. When the territory under Abbasid sovereignty
reached a vast scale encompassing parts of Africa and Asia,
the administrative structure was organized along vilayets.
Each vilayet was ruled over by a vali (governor). This
structure and title (vali) is still in existence in modern-day
Turkey and they are responsible to the central government
in all affairs of the provinces including state accounting.

The Abbasid Empire was organized into twelve different
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vilayets. The most prominent of these were Kufe, Sevad,
Basra and Dicle (Tigris) in Iraq, Yemen, Horosan, Cezire
(Armenia and Azerbaijan), Damascus and Egypt. This also
shows that the territory of the Abbasid Empire covered
areas ranging from Northern Africa to the Caucasus to
Persia along with the Arabian Peninsula. Structuring of the
fiscal organization according to the administrative structure
was inevitable. Record keeping of central fiscal
administration was performed by accountants with
important responsibilities who served under the authority of
the governors. Also religious officials were known to have an
influence on revenue and expenditures in the vilayets. This
was also very prominent in the Ottoman Empire. The
reason for this prominence was the fact that the Ottoman
dynasty ruled over a large non-Muslim population for a long
period. The religious leaders of the non-Muslim populations
especially had important authority in the revenue collection
in the vilayets of the Ottoman Empire and contributed

indirectly to the performance of government accounting.

Divans (Administrative Organizations): Divans were
government offices of the Abbasid State similar to ministries
of modern governments. Divan is a name commonly used in
the Middle East states. It was used in Persia and the
Ottoman Empire for centuries. There was more than one
Divan tasked with the fiscal affairs of the Abbasid State.

Divan-1 Ezimme was responsible for collection of taxes in
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the Sevad vilayet and keeping accounting records of other
vilayets. Divanii-l harac was responsible for collecting
contributions from areas under State sovereignty. Divanu-l
mal was concerned with payment of government
expenditures. Divani-1 beytilmal was concerned with
government property and their revenues and expenditures.
Beytilmal was also the government treasury. This name
was also used in the Ottoman Empire with the same

meaning.

Along with these it should be mentioned that a postal
agency, a police agency and a military organization that was
advanced for its time existed. These were organizations that
increased the state’s expenditures and necessitated

accounting records.

It is only natural for a state with a large territory and
a strong political and administrative structure to have a
strong fiscal organization. A strong fiscal organization

necessitates reliable and trustworthy state accounting.

22. Fiscal Organization and Taxes in Abbasids

Fiscal affairs divans were concerned with fiscal affairs of the
state in their areas of responsibility. Taxes were collected in
vilayets by valis and were sent to the central treasury, also

known as the beytiilmal. To better understand the revenues
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recorded in state accounting the types of taxes have to be

identified.

Harac (Tax from conquered foreign lands): This is a land
tax. It is collected as produce or cash. This tax is known to
be generally collected from conquered countries. This is
probably the reason why revenue from this tax is primarily
used for paying salaries of public administration and
military personnel working in that region, purchasing of
war material and for public works like road, bridge and
canal construction in the region where the tax originates.
Any surplus is sent to the state treasury in Baghdad.
Records for this tax had to be kept in two different places.
Some of the records were made in the territory where the
tax revenue and expenditures originated and some of the
records had to be kept in the capital. This increased the
importance of provincial accounting records and had a
positive effect on development of the system. These kinds of
records from the Abbasid period have not actually been
found, but present data suggests that accounting tradition
to make this type of record keeping possible existed. Tribute
taxes are encountered all throughout the Middle East.
There were tribute taxes in Persia and in the Ottoman

Empire but the term carried different meanings.

Jizya (Tax from the non-Muslim population): This tax

collected from non-Muslim citizens originates from Quran.
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This tax has been collected in all the Muslim States,
including the Ottoman Empire. This tax is justified through
two points. The first is that citizens obligated to pay this tax
were exempted from military service and the other is that
their protection was guaranteed by the state. The
importance of this tax lies in the records which must be
reliable to track how much tax is collected from non-
Muslims and how much is levied from each household
throughout the years. The records were used as the basis
for determining how much would be levied the following
year. Sample-2 below represents the details of such a
record. Also it should be mentioned that jizya was a tax

levied on individuals and collected in cash.
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A Record relating with Jizyah tax (head tax collected from non-Muslims) accurals from
Manastir Province of Ottomans from 1587to 1588

Accounting Racatel 17
Jizyah tax collected from Manastir Province from holy month Ramadan in 1587(as Heigra 997)
to Saban month in 1588 (as Heigra 997), Tax Accounting collected by Ahmed from Galata
Forces charged with 10 akce and Haydar from Silahdar Division charged with 28 akce for
every day.

House Jizyah tax Farm Jizyah tax

2,714 34.741 Akce (coin) 418 27.223 Akce

Addings in term

House Jizyah tax Farm Jizyah tax
154 6.220 Akce 2 330 Akce
Total
Taken from house and taken as beverage tax
Beverage tax
House Jizyah tax Farm Jizyah tax
3,288 168.514 Akce 49,320

Note: The book is recorded in Ottoman Archives in

mad.2760.

Explanations

1) Jizyah tax is a tax collected from non-Muslims in
return for being exempted from military service and for the
defense expenses of the state. This tax existed until the
beginning of the XIX. century. The above example shows
jizyah accrual from Manastir Province. This record includes
the names of two officials responsible for tax collection, the

recording accountant’s name and their daily wages.
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2) There were 2,714 houses and 418 farms at the
beginning of the term in the area. In addition to these
figures, 154 houses and two farms were set up either by
newcomers or new marriages in this term. So, the total tax
paid is (2,714+418+154+2) = 3,288. Household and farm
taxes were different from each other. Furthermore,
beverage tax per person is 15 akce and is taken from all of

them.

3) The total amount which was collected from tax
payers was calculated at the end of the record. So, jizyah
total was 168,514 akce and drinking taxes totaled 49,320
akce in Manastir. This entry is an accrual record and is
arranged top-down like stairway. Other new accruements in
the following periods of the same year were recorded in a

different book.

4) Siyakat writing and numbers were used in these

records.

Zekat (Tax from the Muslim population): While the non-
Muslim population was taxed with jizyah, the Muslim
population was obliged to pay the tax called zakat. This tax
also originates in the Quran. This tax was collected as 1/40
of the wealth. This tax was assessed on gold, silver,
animals, commercial goods and agricultural products
owned. Determining and recording the assessment was

generally difficult, but the revenue collected was recorded.
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This tax collected by the Abbasids was a property tax. It
should be mentioned that the Ottoman administration

generally did not care much for this tax.

Ganimet (Spoils of war): All goods and property captured
in war are included in this category. Records of these spoils
are important because after wars, spoils are distributed
among soldiers. In this manner accounting became a part of
any military campaign. This is a type of revenue that was
not unique to the Middle East and existed throughout the

world.

Osiir (Customs duty): This was a tax collected from
merchants going abroad or coming into Muslim lands. It
was usually collected at a rate of 5% on goods entering and
leaving the country. This was a form of tax that the state
always used. Since it was levied at certain points of entry
and exit, its collection and recording was easier than most

other taxes.

It is observed that throughout the five centuries of
Abbasid reign developments in the tax system were made,
as in other areas and the taxes mentioned above were

classified into three categories.

The first of these was called the accounting method
(taxes mostly collected in cash) and referred to tax collection
in cash, or in some instances as products. The second was

called the mukaseme method (taxes on goods) and referred
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to a tax as a certain percentage of goods produced. The
third type was called the mukataa method (renting out of
yielding lands by the state). This tax classification was used
in the Ottoman Empire too but referred to the renting of not
land but revenue-generating items such as customs, salt

production and the like.

In the Abbasid accounting records the word harac
(tribute) is also used in a different way. It is used to refer to
the total amount of tax revenue generated by a specific

region.

For example Iran was referred to as the Persian
province and statements such as the tribute of Persian

province is presented take place.

Accounting records uncovered by historians are
concerned with annual revenue and expenditures of the
state. To record the revenues the territory under the
sovereignty of the state had to be organized into provinces
as mentioned above. In this organization, modern day Iraq
was called the Sevad province, Basra and its north was
referred as Batiah, which meant swamp. Horasan, which
was distant to the Arabian Peninsula, was an important
revenue-generating territory. Iran was referred to as Persian

province and Egypt as Egyptian province.

It should also be mentioned that state revenue could,

in addition to cash, take the form of clothing, cloth, sugar,
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scent oils, olive oil, dates, silver ingots, horses, mules and
other agricultural products, livestock, rare metals and

industrial goods.

It can be observed from the accounting records that,
in addition to monetary revenues, taxes were collected as
goods by indicating the name and amount of goods
collected. But with the progression of time it is observed
that goods were recorded as monetary income by recording
their cash value rather than listing goods in accounting

records.

It is seen in the revenue records of the state that the
revenue generated from a specific territory is sometimes
recorded as the tribute of a region and sometimes they are
itemized with the name of each tax clearly indicated.
Records of all taxes as tribute were usually for distant

provinces.

It is known that monetary units were named Dinar
and Dirhem and thirteen (later fifteen) Dirhems made up a

Dinar.

23. State Expenditures in Abbasids

Examples of accounting records of expenditures by the
state are not as numerous as examples of revenue records.

There are records of daily expenditures dating from 892
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(279 Muslim calendar). According to these records salaries
are the main state expenditures. Those salaries paid by the
state are: nobet agalari (head of watch), kapu oglanlar
(security guards), ic agalar (palace guards), cavalry, special
troops, seventeen different types of officials employed in the
palace (muezzin- reciters of adhan, muneccim- fortune
tellers, alemdar- flag carriers, jesters, drummers, etc.,
soldiers serving as police in Baghdad, slaves, cooks, viziers,
katips, heads of Divans, treasury guards, imams,
tekbirhans- reciters of prayers). Besides these salaries,
palace expenditures to cloth makers, water carriers, tailors,
ironmongers, fur sellers, papermakers, carpenter and
basket makers are recorded. Other expenses include the
purchase of horses and camels for military use, their care,
lamp oil, expenses for the prison, various expenses for the
two bridges in Baghdad, hospitals and others. Also large
expenses for food and weapons for military units garrisoned

in Baghdad are included in the records.

The records show detailed itemization of expenses
and that daily records are calculated in groups. Daily
expenses of the state are accounted for in approximately

thirty groups.

There is not much information about the accounting
ledgers where revenues and expenditures of the Abbasid

State are recorded. The names of a few accounting ledgers

587



are given in Omar Abdullah Zaid’s article “Were Islamic
Records Precursors to Accounting Books Based on the Italian
Method?”375. These ledgers that were also used by the
[Ikhans were: Defter’ul Yevmiye (daily ledger) where expense
records were entered daily. Defter-i Tevcihat was the ledger
where expenses were recorded by type. Defter-i Tahvilat was
the ledger where revenues from vilayets were recorded. It
can be seen that these ledgers were kept by the Ilkhans

with the same names but used for different purposes.

24. First Known Example of the Stairs Method

The first known example of the Stairs Method is given in the
work titled Uber Da Budget der Einnahmen unter der
Regierung des Harun Alrasid written by A. Freihernn von
Kramer and published in Vienna in 1876 by Alfreed Hélder

k.k. Hof- under Universitats Buchhandler376.

The same author has another work originally titled
Uber das Eiemmahmebudget des Abbasiden-Reiches Vom
Jahr H.306 (918-919) published in 1888 in Vienna by In

Commission bei F. Tempsky with the title Kaiserlichen

375 The Accounting Historians Journal , Vol.27, No. 1, 2., p. 73-90,
2000, USA.

376 A. Freiherrn von Kremer, Uber Das Budget der Einnahmen unter
der Regierung des Harun Al-rasid, 1876, Wien.
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Akademie der Wissenschaften — Philosophisch Historische

Classe377,

In both works Kramer included accounting records of

the Abbasid’s daily revenue and expenditures.

Sample 3 which is given below shows the records of
state revenues recorded in the Stairs Method belonging to
Harun Al-Rasheed (149-194 Muslim calendar, 766-809) era
and these are accepted as the first known examples of the
method. Sample 3 presents the sample which takes place in
Kremer’s first book and belongs to the end of VIII. century.

After that, present day representation is given.

377 A. Freiherrn von Kremer, Uber das Eiemmahmebudget des
Abbasiden-Reiches Vom Jahr H.306 (918-919), 1888, Wien.
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Sample-3 Transcription

A Record in the State Accountancy with Merdiban System used in Abbasids from 775 and 786

State

1

in Harun al Rashid Era

Dirhem

530,312,000

Total

5.706.000 Dinar

1 Dinar 22 Dirhem

A kinds

buying as goods

3 Total
as cash

Taxes in kind and cash and their places which come to the state treasury for every year

404.780.000 Dirhem

125.532.000 Dirhem

4

of Tax and names of provinces

pomegranate
and quince
from Iran from Rey
pomegranate  pomegranate
quince 1.000 portion
150,000
portion

Salt 10

from Armenia

Plum

from Rey
1.000 Ritl

Provisiong----------mmme=--=--
from Sind
with Kufe meter
1.000.000 vakir

from Ecnadussan  from Humus

300,000 1,000
Rit! Rahile
from Iran
1.000 Ritl
I
from Isfahan
20.000 Ritl
Indian Chefry-—-m-mememememm 12
from Iran
20.000 Ritl
(001 P —— 15
from Kirman
100 Ritl

Honey

from Hamadan from Musul
and Bestaki
13.000 Ritl 20.000 Ritl
from Cilan
20.000 Ritl

from Isfahan
20.000 Rit!
Sugar- 8
from Ahvaz
30.000 Ritl

Syrup-——————-————-l’
from Hamadan and Destebi
1.000 menn

Persimmon-—-———-—--—--—
from Kirman
20.000 Ritl
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aqueous
distillate of rose
from Iran
30.000 bottles
Different Clothes ——2-
from Al Hambra
6.700 items
from Al Hambra  from Basra
500 200
clothes from Negran
400 200
clothes clothes

Shoes ®

2,200
pairs of

Parget Lamt—"®

Savad'dan
292 ritl

Clothes —2—
and fabrics
from Armenia from Cilan
20 rugs 20 clothes
from Africa from Anatolia
—_—
Horse ‘
from Cilan
100 pieces
Bird %
from Armenia from Cilan
30 15

Perfumes—

from Iran
50.000 ritl

Agalloch  —

clove, coconut

300 ritl

from Sind
150 ritl

from India
1501t |

Elephant 3

from Sind and vicinities
3 herds

Revenue from Bagdhad was equal to this amount according to Kudama bin Cafer's information
after great fire of Baghdad Archives in Hegra 204 during the conflicts created by Emin Begh

Note: The numbers were placed on the articles by us to

make the explanations below.
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Explanations

1) Harun al Rashid, Abbasid State’s Caliph,
president, ruled in Muslim calendar 149-194 (from 766 to
809 A.D). Kremer expressed that these records belonged to
Muslim calendar 158 to 170 (774-75/786-87 A.D.) and he
mentions that these records were found in the book of
Cahsiyari about the history of Abbasids’ viziers (died in
Muslim calendar 331 (942-43 A.D.). It is understood that
this record written by Cahsiyari was the first practice of
Stairs Method which is original in points of formality and

content.

2) Records were made in amounts. But total sum of
the different goods were calculated and written as Dirhem
and Dinar at the beginning of records. According to this,
goods presented here on two pages amounted to
125.532.000 dirhems (5.706.000 Dinar). It appears from
explanations on the beginning of records that state
revenues were collected as both goods and cash. There is no
information about the details of taxes collected in cash.
But, it can be understood that total amount of cash revenue
is 404.700.000 dirhems. Total of goods and cash were
530.312.000 Dirhems. Kremer transformed the value of
these goods into cash. However, these calculations are not
presented here since they are out of accounting order and

Stairs method.
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3) It can be seen that different kind of measures were
used for amounts of goods. One of them was ritl, a weight of

333, 6 grams378,

4) Articles  presenting quantity are about state
revenues and they are numbered by us. Three kinds of
goods are presented between Sth and 26t articles. First
group of them between 5t and 17th articles consist fruits
and food made from fruits. Second group consists
beverages, land and clothing between 18t and 20th articles
and the 25th article. Last group consists livestock as state

revenue in 23, 24th and 26t articles.

S5) The end of last page was not translated because it

consisted irrelevant information.

6) The event written at the end of the table is the
great fire of Baghdad Archives which occurred during the
war between sons of Harun Al Rashid in Hegira 204 (823
A.D.) It appears that aiding documents including these
records were rescued from that great fire of Baghdad
Archives, because this book contains records from Hegira
158 to 170. In addition to that, it is understood that these
records were written by scholars like Cahsiyari by

remaining faithful to originals.

378 Halil Inalcik, Osmanli imparatorlugu - Klasik Cag (1300-1690),
Istanbul: 2004, p. 240-273.
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When the records are examined the following

observations can be made:

- The title for the entry, indicating the meaning of
the whole entry, is given by extending the last
letter of the first word of the record in a straight

line.

This is a feature that was preserved throughout the
lifespan of the method and used to separate entries. In all

items of the record this extension of letters can be seen.

- A portion of the revenues were collected in cash

and a portion in goods.

The sum total was recorded at the top and the two
components, cash and goods, were recorded under the total
amount. The method would get its name Merdiban (Stairs)
five centuries after this record - at the beginning of the XIV.
century while being used by the Ilkhans. Recording of the
main amount on top with components below it in the style
of steps of a ladder would continue throughout the life of

the method.

- The monetary units are Dirhem and Dinar. But
since the totals are given in Dirhems, attention
was given to ensure the recording of both

revenues was in Dirhems.

596



The rate of Dirhem-Dinar equivalence was set at 22
Dirhems to a Dinar. The rate of equivalence (rate of

exchange) was always included in the Stairs method.

- Before progressing to tax types a general title

was sought.

This title was written as tax to explain that the
records were concerning taxes collected. It can be observed
that such titles were always given. After writing this
elongated word, tax, horizontal and vertical lines were
drawn in the ledger. These lines were omitted from practice

by the Ilkhans and never reused.

- Taxes collected were recorded independently
from left to right. There are 22 items in the

record.

Each item relates to goods collected as tax. The first
item is about honey collection. First the name of the good is
recorded, later quantity and location of the collected good
are presented. Depending on the good, the amount is shown
as the number of items collected or a weight measure is
given. 22 items showed 22 different types of goods. It is
understood that the practice of recording goods by amount
continued for a long period of time. Ilkhanians also had the
records of amounts of goods. In the Ottoman Empire
records of goods can be observed in amounts too. But with

time, as the cash collection of taxes increased, recording of
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goods by amount was abandoned and records were made by
values. The practice of recording taxes collected in goods
was now done by determining their monetary value and
recording monetary value or an accounting unit at the

beginning of the record item.

- An explanation at the end of the record found by

Kramer is given.

This explanation states that a fire broke out in
Baghdad, during 823 AD (204 H) during the war between
Harun Al-Rasheed’s sons following his death, that burnt
many of the accounting ledgers, but records were restored
by Cahsiyari according to information given by Kudama Bin
Cafer. It can be gathered from this that the record in
question was not an original document but a restoration

consistent with the accounting method of the time.

- It is indicated in Kramer’s book that these
records belong to a time approximately between

775-786 AD (158-170 H).

The example reviewed above is the first known
example of the Stairs Method. It is certainly a primitive
specimen of the method. The method would later be
developed further by the Ilkhans from whom the Ottomans
would acquire the method to further develop and use it

throughout centuries.
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The example above is a record of annual revenue of
the state. Therefore the specific type of ledger where this
record belongs to cannot be determined with certainty. But
there must be main ledger accounts where these revenues
would be followed throughout the year. Without a main
ledger account it would be impossible to keep track of goods
coming from a province at different times of the year. The
main ledger records that surely must exist have not
survived till the present day but both daily ledger and main
ledger entries belonging to Ilkhanians and Ottoman states

are still preserved.

Below the passage of the method to the Ilkhanians

State will be examined.

3. DEVELOPMENT OF THE STAIRS METHOD IN THE
ILKHANIANS STATE

As mentioned previously, following the conquest of Baghdad
in 1258 by the Mongol leader of the Ilkhanians State,
Hulagu, the Abbasid sovereignty was ended. The Ilkhanians
State (1251-1353) was founded in today’s Iran and had
much Abbasid influence in its state administration, fiscal
and accounting traditions. This Abbasid influence on the
[Ikhanians State was a result of employment of many

Persian and Arab officials and scholars in the Ilkhanians
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court in Tehran. Also Turks who were employed in both

states probably had a role in this influence.

It should be noted that the Ilkhanians’ concept of
state differs from the Arab concept and originated in the
steppes of Central Asia and was brought into the Middle
East by Genghis Khan and his sons. But the same cannot
be said of the fiscal administration and accounting
traditions of the Ilkhanians State. The fiscal administration
and accounting style developed in the Middle East prevailed
in the Ilkhanians state and resulted in the employment of

the Stairs Method.

To illustrate the similarity between the Ilkhanians’
and Abbasid’s accounting, a comparison of some

accounting books can be made.

Daily Ledger: This ledger was called the Defter-ul
Yevmiye by the Abbasids and Ruznamce by the Ilkhanians.
In Arabic yevmiye means day, while in Persian it is ruz.
Defter is the Arabic for book while the Persian for the same
word is namcge. The Abbasids used this book to record daily
expenses while the Ilkhanians used it similarly to Pacioli’s
memorial (The Ottomans too would use the name ruznamce
but it was used to denote the book where daily revenue and

expenditures would be recorded).
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Defter-i Tevcihat: This was the book used during the
Abbasid reign to record expenditures by type. It was used

by the Ilkhanians for the same purpose.

Defter-i Tahvilat: This book was used by the
Abbasids to record revenue from the provinces. In the
[Ikhanians this book was used not only to record revenues
but also to record money sent to provinces or given to

officials.

Books for Annual Revenue and Expenditures: The
Abbasids called this book Hatme because in Arabic hatme
means to finish. The Ilkhanians called this Defter-i Cami-ul

Hesap (Book where accounts are united)379.

There are many more examples. The significance of
these books is that they illustrate the similarity between the
accounting traditions of both states. It should be mentioned
that the Ilkhanians kept more functional and detailed
records in line with different governmental requirements.
Especially during the reign of Gazan Khan (1295-1304)
fiscal reforms were enacted that increased the necessity for
detailed record keeping and the accounting system was
further developed in light of this necessity. For example the
accountancy body in the capital was organized according to
provinces and each part was overseen by a katip. The word

katip means “the one who writes, or keeps ledgers” and in

379 Guvemli, ibid., p. 306-307.
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both Abbasid and Ilkhanians states accountants were
referred to as katips. In the Ottoman Empire the
accountants were called katips for centuries by the public.
But the official title of government accountants in the

Ottomans was halife, which was a public servant title.

When accounting records of both states are reviewed
it is observed that the Ilkhanians further developed the

method and hence used a more advanced Stairs Method.

It is known that the Ilkhanians improved the Stairs
Method which was wused in the fiscal system and
government accounting in the Middle East. These

developments and improvements are listed below:

- The central organization for government accounting
was organized according to provinces. In this manner
revenues and expenditures for each province could be
monitored by the central administration and similar books

were kept for each province.

- Revenues and expenditures of the state could be
determined through the information recorded in each
department of central accounting organization. These
developments can be seen in four different accounting
teaching books written between 1309 and 1363. It is also
clear that the Ilkhanians application of accounting enabled
them to analyze revenue and expenditure realizations and

plan future revenue and expenditures.
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- The records in the accounting books were largely
kept in monetary units and records of amounts of goods
had decreased. This was made possible by the fact that
state’s revenue and expenditures were undertaken in
monetary units as a result of fiscal developments. This in
turn simplified account recording system and helped its

development.

- Records of revenues included information about the
person who was charged with collecting the revenue and
information about which document the collection or
expenditure was based on. This principle was also a part of

Ottoman State accountancy.

- The principle of writing about the type of record or
the reason for the transaction was adopted for revenue and
expenditure records. The example presented in Sample 1
shows this information recorded at the top of the record
item. In Ottomans this information was recorded in the item

itself.

- In consecutive record items, the statement “added
to” or “subtracted from” was added to the latter items to
better express the connection between consecutive records.
This was an innovation in the method but this was removed
in the Ottoman practice and the connection was made

through information in the record item.
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- In the example of the Ilkhanians’ use of the Stairs
Method presented in Sample 1, it is clearly observable that
Stairs style record-keeping is more advanced than the
Abbasid practice. In the second part of Sample 1 the total
expenditure is written first and the two specific items
making up this total are recorded below it in Stairs style.
Ottoman accountancy further developed this style into a
shorter and more effective one and was able to record items

in a smaller space.

- In the example presented in Sample 1 it is
observable that records show the authorization of the
expenditure as is the case with revenues. In the sample it is
stated that the expenditure is made by cabinet decision that

is ratified by the head of state.

- In the records, the monetary unit is stated as Dinars
but the Dinar amount is shortened to the rate of 10,000
Dinars (a tiimen) and the records show the amount in both
units. The same routine was observed in the Ottoman
Empire, for example while revenue and expenditure was
recorded in akces the records were summarized in kises at
the rate of 50,000 akce to a kise. Ottoman records were,
however, usually kept in one monetary term, usually akce
or gurush (120 akce per gurush) or kise. In some instances
records included two different monetary units but even then

instead of using an entire line in the book, as was the case
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in Ilkhan accountancy, records were kept in a more

compact manner.

- In Ilkhanian accountancy, each item of account
records was written in siyakat script to make entries more
compact. In the Abbasid State, the Arabic alphabet siyakat
script was used while in the Ilkhanian State, the Persian
siyakat script was used. The language used in the Ottoman
Empire was Ottoman Turkish, which included many words
taken from Arabic and Persian and which was written using
the Arabic alphabet. The Ottomans also used siyakat script
in accountancy. The siyakat script was used in these three
Middle Eastern states in accountancy and secret
correspondence. Siyakat script was employed throughout
the life of the Stairs Method and had an important role in
the development of the method.

After mentioning the development of Stairs Method in
[Ikhanians, now information about the transfer process of

the method to Ottomans can be given.
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4. STAIRS METHOD IN OTTOMANS

40. Transition Process of Stairs Method to

Ottomans: Ottoman - Ilkhanians Relations

We have to review Ottoman-Ilkhanians relations during the
initial phase of the Ottoman State to understand the

transmission of the Stairs Method to the Ottoman State.

The period between 1299-1453 is known as the
founding period of the Ottoman State. The Ilkhanians State
(which was a Mongol state in Persia) was founded in the
1250s and continued its existence until the second half of
the XIV. century. The Mongols, who came to the Middle
East from the Central Asian steppes in the years 1220-
1225, initially entered Anatolia and later turned towards
Persia to found the Ilkhanians State there. The Ilkhanians
State continued its existence until the Golden Horde
invasion of 1257-1258. But Mongol reign over the region
continued for some time after this date. Although the
[Ikhanians were Mongolian, Persian and Arab cultures were
predominant in the state and had connections with
Anatolia. Many of the fiefdoms which reigned in Anatolia at
the time were vassal to the Ilkhanians and paid tributes.
One of these fiefdoms, predominantly consisted Turkic

origin population, was the Ottomans380.

380 Meydan Larousse 6. Volume, 1971.
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The Kay1 clan, which was one of the Turkish clans,
was settled around Eskisehir, Sogut in western Anatolia.
Osman Ghazi (1258-1327), son of Ertugrul was the leader
of the fiefdom until 1324. The missions of these fiefdoms
were to protect the western borders and when necessary
expand westward. Because of the westward positioning of
the Ottoman State it had every inclination to keep its
eastern borders secure. Towards this end they had to pay
tributes and generally cultivate good relations with the
[Ikhanians which was the strongest state to the east and to

whom the other fiefdoms in Anatolia paid tributes.

Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili in the first volume of his
work titled “Ottoman History”381 explains these political and
fiscal relations in this manner: As a gesture of goodwill
towards Emir Coban who was the Ilkhanians representative
tasked with establishing relations with fiefdoms in Anatolia
Osman Ghazi named one of his sons Coban. Uzuncarsili
also relates that Osman Ghazi’s successor and son Orhan
Ghazi had friendly relations with the Ilkhanians’ governor
general in Anatolia - Sheikh Hassan - and his aide Eratna,
as indicated in history of Ibn-i Kemal382. It should be kept
in mind that, at the same time, the Seljuk State also

reigned in Anatolia.

381 [smail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanli Tarihi, Istanbul: Volume: 1,
1975, p. 111 cont.
382 Ibn-i Kemal Tarihi, Nuruosmaniye Ktittiphanesi, Varak: 47.
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In his research titled ‘Establishment of the Ottoman
State’ which was published in the work “Genel Turk
Tarihi”383 (General Turkish History) edited by Hasan Celal
Guzel, Halil Inalcikli explains the political connection of
Osman Ghazi with the Ilkhanians as follows: Therefore it
can be concluded that the following hierarchy was true for
Osman. Osman was subject to Emir of Kastamonu
(Cobanogullary), who was subject to Seljuk Sultan, who in
turn was subject to Ilkhan in Iran. Political authority gained
legitimacy in this chain of subjugation. This shows that the
Ottoman fiefdom had political ties with the Ilkhanians and

therefore may have had fiscal ties too.

After the death of Emir Temitrtas of the Cobanoglu
State, who was responsible for the political connection of
the Ottomans with the Ilkhanians, it is understood that the
Eratnali State (1327-1381) served as the link in the ties to
[Ikhanians. In his work titled “Eratnalilar”38* Dr. Kemal
Gode states: Hamdullah Kazvini recorded the tribute paid by
Anatolia to Ilkhanians in 1336 as 3,300,000 Dinars and also
listed its distribution among cities. These records are
important in that it illustrates Eratnalis’ political and

economic submission to the Ilkhanians and the prevailing

383 Halil Inalcik, Genel Tiirk Tarihi, istanbul: Volume V, 1997, p. 465-
S502.

384 Kemal Gode, Eratnalilar 1327- 1381, Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu
Yayini VII. dizi, 1994, p.33-153.
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economic conditions in Anatolia. These connections illustrate

the Ottoman State’s fiscal ties to the Ilkhanians.

Yilmaz Oztuna, in his work titled “Baslangicindan
Zamanimiza Kadar Buyuk Turkiye Tarihi”385 explains the
[Ikhanian influence on the Ottomans in the initial years as:
Like his father Orhan Ghazi cultivated good relations with
the Ilkhanians and their governor generals in Anatolia, Great
Seyh Hasan and Eratna Lords, and never missed sending
his symbolic tribute and had the hutba read in the name of
Abbasid Caliph and Ilkhan. This illustrates the existence of

a fiscal dependence.

At this point we can mention the economic and
financial situation which influenced the state accounting of

I[Ikhanians.

Similarly for the Ilkhanians, economic and fiscal
strength increased the importance of state accounting;
Ahmet Zeki Velidi Togan’s research titled “Economic
Condition of Anatolia during Mongol Reign”386 gives

important information about the Ilkhanians and Anatolia.

As stated in this work, the Ilkhanians used gold and
silver coins. The monetary unit was the Dinar. Six Dirhems

made up a Dinar. The Dinar was used to refer to silver

385 Yilmaz Oztuna, Baslangicindan Zamanimiza Kadar Biiyiik Tiirkiye
Tarihi, Istanbul: Cilt II, 1977, s. 258 vd.

386 Z.V. Togan, Mogollar Devrinde Anadolu’nun Iktisadi Vaziyeti, Turk
Hukuk ve Iktisat Tarihi Mecmuasi, I. Y11, 1931, Ankara.
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coins. Gold coins were called Miskal. One golden Miskal
equaled four silver Dinars. For large sums of money Tumen
was used as a monetary unit and one Tumen equaled
10,000 Dinars. These monetary units belonged to Gazan
Han’s reign (1295-1304). The same research also indicates
that in 1294 paper currency was also used in the Ilkhan

State.

Z. V. Togan indicates that Mongols and Uyghur
capital owners living in the Ilkhan State lent money in
return for notes and charged interest that was not high.
Togan explains how Mongol reign over Anatolia and Persia
increased economic activity as follows: Prior to the Mongols,
economic anarchy reigned in Persia and Anatolia. There were
many different currencies and many different tax laws. The
Mongols established a single monetary system, a single tax
code, a uniform fiscal system and commercial law ending
these differences that inhibited the development of
commerce... These developments caused an increase in
commercial activity and economic relations between Eastern
States and Byzantine, even European states. According to
Heyd'’s observation the low levels of customs duty also had
an effect in the development of commerce. The Genoese even
opened a commercial consulate in Tebriz in 1304. During the
same period the Memlukes of Egypt were developing
commercial ties with Europe. Because of this competition, the

Ilkhanians attempted to further improve trade by sending
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envoys to Sicilian, French and English courts... Bartold
states that as a result of increasing commercial activity
between Persia and European countries, the word ‘check’
used today for credit sales was passed on from Persia to

Europe.

Togan places the boundary of Ilkhanian dominance in
Anatolia at the Zonguldak, Eskisehir, Afyonkarahisar and
Mersin axis. This shows that Ottoman fiefdom was within

the Ilkhanians’ sphere of influence.

For understanding exactly when the Ottomans freed
financially from eastern states, some political developments

have to be reviewed.

The Ottoman State’s turn towards Anatolia (the east)
began in 1387 during Murad I’s reign. First Kastamonu
then Karaman was conquered by the Ottomans. By this
time the Ilkhanians State had been terminated by the
Golden Horde and the Ilkhanian territories had been
conquered first by Golden Horde then by another Turkish
commander named Timur. Therefore Ottoman tributes or
fiscal relations to any eastern state were, by that time,
unnecessary. On the other hand Ottoman State had
developed the fiscal and accounting systems acquired from

the Ilkhanians by that time.

According to information from various sources given

above, the Ottoman period of tribute and fiscal dependence
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to the Ilkhanians lasted for 50-60 years between 1300-
1360.

This can be observed in the Ilkhanians ledger records
from the 1350’s, presented in Sample 1. In the fiefdom
section of Sample 1, Orhan Ghazi, Umutbey, Gerede and
Bolu was Ottoman territory in the period covered by the
records. This document clearly demonstrates that the
Ottomans paid tributes to the Ilkhanians State from areas

under their rule.

41. An Overview of State Structure and Fiscal

Administration in Ottoman Empire

During the founding period of the Ottoman Empire, which
covers the period from 1299 to 1453, many institutions of
state were constituted and the principles of fiscal
administration were laid down. Developing the fiscal
administration of a state also entails the development of an
accounting method. It would be proper to look over the
state structure and fiscal administration of Ottomans for
understanding the accounting method taken from

[Ikhanians in the foundation period.

[. H. Uzuncarsili states that the Ottoman State
inherited its state structure form the Anatolian Seljuk State
and the Ilkhanians State. As generally agreed upon by

historians, the most important institution of the central
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administration of the state was the Divan. The Divan existed
in the top level organization of the state in both Abbasids
and Ilkhanians. The Divan was presided over by the
Sovereign or his vizier. The viziers of the Ottoman Empire,
as in the Ilkhanians, were Islamic scholars. Following
Orhan Ghazi’s reign newly conquered territories were placed
under the administration of commanders of the conquest.
Later these territories were made into Sanjaks, and Kadis
(Muslim local judges), to whom the provincial fiscal

organization was responsible, were appointeds387.

Throughout the XIV. century, Persia, Syria and Cairo
(Egypt) were superior to Anatolia in terms of state structure
and culture. Following the conquest of Istanbul, superiority
began to shift to the Ottoman State as the learned and wise
men of the era started immigrating to the new Empire.
Therefore it is only natural that the Ottoman State was
influenced by the Ilkhanians and Arab states in its initial

organization.

During the first half of the XIV. century the structure
and administration of the Ottoman Divan was based on the
[Ikhanians example388. Initially the Divan convened every
morning under the presidency of the sovereign. These

meetings were attended by Vezir-i Azam (Grand Vizier or

387 Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili, Osmanli Tarihi Cilt 1, istanbul, 1975, p.
126-127.
388 Uzuncarsili, ibid., p.501.
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Prime Minister), viziers (ministers) and other high level
officials of the state such as kazasker, defterdar and
nisanct. Vezir-i Azam’s was responsible for military affairs,
the kazasker was charged with judiciary affairs and the
defterdar was charged with fiscal affairs of the state.
Nisanci was the secretary of the Divan and was charged, in
addition, with land holdings of the state, palatial affairs,
affairs relating to personal properties of the sovereign, fiefs
and agricultural lands. During the founding periods of the
Ottoman State, the Divan was presided over by the
sovereign. After Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror, the Divan
was presided over by the Grand Vizier, this title later
became Sadrazam. The vizier who had responsibility for

accountancy was a member of this Divan.

It was only natural that Ottoman accountancy was
modeled after the Ilkhanians State since during most of
XIV. century the newly founded state modeled its
administrative structure on the Ilkhanians State and the

tributary relationship with them.

It should also be stated that wise men of Turkish and
Persian culture mediated these relationships and many
employees of the Ilkhanians accountancy immigrated into
Anatolia and started working in Ottoman accountancy

following the fall of the Ilkhanians State.
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42. Development of the Stairs Method by the

Ottomans

There are currently about 95 million accounting documents
and 360,000 state accounting ledgers in Stairs style at the
Turkish Republic Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives.
Unfortunately no specimens of accounting documents for
the foundation period of 1299-1453 exist in the archives389.
This is because until 1453 the Ottoman capital changed
many times and because of this many of the state
accounting documents were lost in these moves. Earliest
examples belong to second half of XV. century when
Istanbul was conquered. Ottoman development of the Stairs
Method began in this period. After XVI. century deficiencies
in the fiscal structure of the state were resolved,
administrative structure consolidated and accountancy at
the capital and provinces were organized better to work in

harmony.

To better illustrate the development of the method in
the Ottoman Empire an example record from 1587-88 is
presented in Sample 2. This example is an accrual item
concerning the jizya tax. This tax, which was collected from
non-Muslims, was accrued at the beginning of the year and
collected in four equal payments, once every three months.

This example is dated about 800 years after the Abbasid

389 The example given in the second part of the book is one of the rare
samples found.
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example presented in Sample 3 and it is possible to see the
development in the method in this time frame by comparing
the three examples presented so far. The developments
which can be observed over time from examples dating from

the Abbasid State, Ilkhanians and Ottoman State are:

- Siyakat script: Siyakat script was not used in the
Abbasid example. This example was written in normal
Arabic script. Although there are no surviving documents in
Arabic Siyakat script, its existence is accepted. For the
Ilkhanians, using Siyakat script in state accounting had
become a norm. This is illustrated by the fact that the
[Ikhanian book on accounting was called Kitab-us Siyakat -
Book of Siyakat. It should be noted that the four
accountancy teaching books written during 1309-63 in the
[Ikhanians period were written in Siyakat script. The use of
Siyakat script in state accountancy of the Ottoman Empire

was accepted as a general rule.

- Separation of Items: A common practice in the
accountancy procedures of all three states was the
extension of the last letter of the first word in the record
from left to right to distinguish separate record items.
Ottoman and Ilkhan practice was to write notes of
explanation on this line. While the Ilkhanians denoted the
general meaning of the item by a single word in this space,

the Ottoman practice was more liberal about the use of this
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space. In the Ottoman example presented in this study the
name of the accountant is entered in the space. Other
practices included information such as item numbers and
others to make the necessary connection between the daily

ledger and main ledger.

- Recording the Total above the Component
Details: Another general rule of the Stairs Method is
writing the item for the total amount at the top and listing
the components that make up the total underneath. The
example presented in Sample 2 is about the accrual of the
jizya tax from an Ottoman province. The tax to be collected
needs to determined at the beginning of a year and it is
collected in installments. In this example any tax debts
from the previous year are brought forward and the new
amount to be accrued is determined through information
from the previous year. Lastly the two items are added
together and the accrual record is created, but the Stairs

style is still observed.

- Similarities in the Information Given: It is
observed in all three countries’ application of the method,
that records include information about which fiscal period
the record belongs to, what type of revenue or expenditure
the record is about; when necessary, information about the
amount of goods concerned is included in the record. To

facilitate currency tracing, amounts are stated in large
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monetary units in use in the specific country, Dinar and
Dirhem for the Abbasids, Dinar and Tumen for the
[Ikhanians and in the Ottomans Akce and Gurus. Another
reason for this is the enormous sums of transactions
recorded in government accounting and the difficulty that

such large numbers present.

- Similarities in Ledgers: There are various different
ledgers used in the application of the Stairs Method.
Although specimens from the Abbasid period were not
preserved, there are ledgers concerning provinces’ revenues
and expenditures. The document presented in Sample 3 is a
summary of the State’s revenues and was created using
information collated from ledgers concerning separate
provinces. The Ilkhanian application of the method was the
period when the ledger system of the Stairs Method was
shaped. The ledger system of the method has been
mentioned in brief in preceding pages of this study, but it
should be stated once more that Ilkhanians had an
advanced assortment of ledgers. In the Ottoman experience,
as the types and sources of revenue and expenditure
increased with the expansion of the Empire, so the daily
ledger and main ledger use became the norm. The daily
ledger has always existed in the Ottoman accountancy and
is called by that name. But the name main ledger was not
used. The example presented in Sample 2 is a main ledger

account. Jizya was a type of tax collected in many parts of
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the Empire. The example concerns accrual of jizya tax from
the Manastir province for 1587-88. This accrual record was
made for every province. These records are in the form of
main-ledger accounts. The total for the provinces is the
total of the accounts in the main ledger and shows the total
for the jizya tax accrued in the empire. This account shows
the total amount of jizya to be collected throughout the
empire in a given year at the beginning of that year.
Naturally there is another main ledger concerning realized
jizya collections. Accrual main ledgers also provide the
information necessary for the state budget. The Ottoman
Empire had a state budget starting in the XVI. century, but
the Ottomans did not call this a budget and simply called it

an accrual.

- Name of the Method: The method is named only in
the accountancy teaching books from the Ilkhanians era.
During the Abbasid period the method did not have a name.
The Ottomans did not have accountancy teaching books.
Training was provided in a master-apprentice relationship.
This may be the reason why it was not named in the

Ottoman Empire.

- Organization of Accountancy: The organization of
state accountancy in the three states is generally similar.
This is primarily due to the influence these consecutive

states have had on each other’s political and fiscal
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structures. All three states had a Divan (cabinet of
ministers) and a fiscal structure, and by extension the
accountancy organization was presented in this Divan by a
vizier (minister). The organization of accountancy was
somewhat different in each state and different in a state at
different time periods, especially in the Ottoman Empire
(1299-1922), so that it reflected the necessities of the time.
The Ottomans accepted, as a principle, the division of the
country into administrative districts and responsibility for
accounting of each province by a defterdar. The number of
these defterdars increased at times to as much as four. But
there has always been a basdefterdar, or a minister of

finance, who had a seat at the Divan, or the cabinet.

- Uses of the Method: The Stairs Method was used in
the Ottoman Empire for various purposes, especially during
the XIX. century. For example it can be observed that the
method was used in administering investment projects
during the industrialization attempt of 1840-50. The
method is known to have been used for cost accounting in
the construction of prominent buildings in the XVI. and
XVII. centuries and was used for cost accounting in
industrial organizations during the second half of the XIX.

century.
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43. A Comparison of Stairs Method with Present

Day Accounting Principles and Rules

In this part, generally accepted present day accounting
methods and rules will be presented and a comparison will
be made with the Stairs Method by examining the presence
of these rules and their usage. It is aimed to prove the
complexity and sufficiency of the method and to provide a

base.

As it is known, there two accounting record methods
found practical around the world. One of these methods is
“Uniform Accounting Method” and the other is “Double

Entry Bookkeeping Method”.

Both methods are applicable and convenient to
present day accounting rules and principles. The principle
for uniform accounting method is to record only incomes or
only expenditures. This practice can be seen in account
books of enterprises or in the books kept for tracking
incomes and expenditures of block of flats. But in double
entry method, there are at least two active accounts where
one is in debt the other is the account payee and in every

case there is at least one active account in debt and in turn
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a passive account or a regulatory account is the payee or an

income account from the income table is the payee390.

It can be seen that Stairs Method has differences from
both abovementioned methods. It is possible to list the
main differences of Stairs Method from abovementioned
methods as follows. First of all, this method is different from
present day methods with its record books. For example,
studies showed that Stairs Method had record books only
for incomes or only for expenditures or for both of them.
Record books wused for keeping both incomes and
expenditures even have classifications among themselves in
physical terms. For example, in some books, after listing
incomes expenditures are listed and the total is calculated
at the end of the book39l. In the other type, incomes and

expenditures are listed one after the other392,

From this perspective, Stairs is an accounting record
method on its own for us and almost covers the structures
of uniform and double-entry methods in itself. It is possible
to the features of both methods in Stairs Method. Thus it

was mentioned previously that the first encounters with

390 Ulrich Doéring ve Rainer Buchholz, Buchhaltung und
Jahresabschluss, 9. Baski, Berlin: Erich Schmidt Verlag, 2005, s. 24-
25.

391 As in the sample presented in T.C. Basbakanlik Osmanli Devleti
Arsivleri, Kamil Kepeci tasnifi defter no. 1920 and 1973. These
examples can be multiplied.

392 As in the sample presented in T.C. Basbakanlik Osmanli Devleti
Arsivleri, Kamil Kepeci tasnifi defter no. 1721 and 1722. These
examples can be multiplied.
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Stairs method was in the time of Abbasids and it was
proved with a sample. In this respect, it will not be wrong to
mention that Stairs method was influential in the

development of uniform and double-entry methods.

In the light of these findings, it will be right to make a
comparison between the practice of generally accepted
present day accounting principles and rules with the
results we gained through the study of Stairs Method.

Table-1 below gives this comparison.
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Table-1: Comparison of generally accepted Accounting Principles and Stairs Accounting

Method.

Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

Its place and Structure in Stairs
Accounting Method

The Concept of Social Responsibility: This
concept represents the responsibility of an
enterprise not only for itself but also for the
society. Enterprises should watch for the
benefits of the society in their acts.

Since Stairs method was used for the state
accounting, the good of the society, without
doubt, was always taken into consideration.
Because when the state and its properties
were the topic, both the influence of the
religion (influence of shariah rules) and the
traditions of the time made the approaches to
the subject more vulnerable.

624




The Concept of Business Entity: This
concept represents that the enterprise has a
separate entity apart from its owners. This is
called “Business Entity”. This accountable
person has a right to be the debtor or the
debtee on its own.

As mentioned before Stairs was used state
accounting, so no such representative of
Business entity were found.

The Concept of Continuity: It is a concept
based on the continual life of an enterprise.
But some legal procedures limit the life of an
enterprise between 49 and 99 years. No one
establishes his enterprise to shut down so it
is nothing more than a legal requirement.

Continuity concept is a necessity which can
be observed in Stairs method. Because no
state continues to vanish after a while, and
for such a state like Ottoman Empire this is
an observable reality.
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The Concept of Periodicity: Continuous life
of enterprises require to divide its life into
terms like a calendar year to do some
necessary operations such as paying profits to
shareholders and paying taxes to the state.
This concept represents this periodization

Since this method was used for state
accounting, the concept of periodicity here,
apart from meaning the fulfillment of some
responsibilities, was used for making the
budgets and following the difference between
the accruement and realization of incomes. It
is observed either as in the form of keeping
the records in yearly periods or in records
kept until the end of a fulfillment of a task.

The Concept of Money Measuring Unit: All
the financial transactions are expressed with
a monetary unit accepted in that country. If
we need to clarify, we use “New Turkish Lira”
in defining all the financial transactions in
our country.

It is seen that, although quantities of goods
were used in some instances, records with the
monetary unit of that state were generally
made. This was effective in Abbasids,
[Ikhanians and Ottomans. For example,
Ottomans kept records in akce and/or guris
form.
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The Concept of Principle: Enterprises
always use the cost of a good or service for
their acquisitions. It is a principle to keep
records based on costs.

This principle can be observed in good
purchase entries of Stairs method (Especially
in records of Matbaa-1 Amire were
expenditures of the palace kitchen were kept)

The Concept of Neutrality and
Documentation: Enterprises must do every
transaction with documents and no

transaction without a document should be
recorded. All the documented transactions
should not be done for favor of a specific
group or entity (shareholders, creditors etc.)
and objectivity and neutrality must be
preserved.

Although there is not much proof of neutrality
and documentation, while keeping records
signature of an authority (kadi, vizier and
sometimes the sultan) is used to confirm the
reliability of the record and sometimes the
expression of “controlled” by another
authority showed the truth and validity of the
record.
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The Concept of Consistency: Enterprises
should pay attention to follow the same
finance politics in different times and should
obey them as close as possible. But in
situations where this is not possible, it should
be informed in the endnotes of financial tables
and these changes should be informed to the
state officials in tax declarations.

It is seen from Abbasids to Ottomans that
information about the contents of entries,
rather than accounting politics, with slightly
changes and improvements was used. For
example giving a line number to entries (A
good example of this is Turkish Prime
Ministry Ottoman Archives, Kamil Kepeci
tasnifi, book no. 2018), assigning dates, giving
details, which is the source of the name of the
method, in compliance to subtotaling
rationale.
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The Concept of Full and Fair Disclosure:
Financial tables used by enterprises should
be clear as everyone can understand, it must
be written with care and it must give the
necessary information to the users of these
tables.

Since Stairs Method was used for state
accounting, no such care was given for its use
by the third parties and siyakat writing
system was used in financial documents only
for the comprehension and use of finance
officials. Siyakat was also used for secret
correspondences of states and transferring
and covering secret information.
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The Concept of Prudence: An enterprise
should act as a “prudent tradesman”, that is
it should make reservations for the possible
expenditures and damages, and should do
nothing for profits until the term of
realization.

Especially in Ottomans, while preparing the
budget, income of previous nine months and
income prediction for the remaining three
months were used for preparation of the next
year’s budget. It is seen that these predictions
were made according to the accruement
principle and if it was not met the damage
was tried to be recompansated( especially
from Hazine-i Amire).
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The Concept of Materiality: Enterprises
should inform if it has an important project
for the future while publishing financial tables
or should inform the users about the possible
cases of compensation it has or any case
which requires an outflow of cash. Because
such information about projects, rights
and/or responsibilities are important factors
for the users.

It is known that especially Ottomans kept
money for possible military campaigns. But
its explanation in account books was rare.
Certainly, concepts such as financial tables
and endnotes were not possible for those
times.
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The Concept of Substance Over Form:
Since there is a mobility in financial life, legal
character of some financial subjects may
sometimes contradict with its economical
sources. In this case, economical source of
the transaction must be taken into
consideration. For example, a cheque is a
precious document which must paid when it
is presented but in Turkish financial life a
cheque is used in a deferred way like a
debenture. Enterprises in such cases should
take into consideration the economical source
of these documents rather than its legal
character and should collect it on due date.

This concept cannot be said to be valid and
useful from Abbasids to the end of Ottomans.
For this reason no practice of substance over
form concept was found.
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Table-1 above shows that there are many similarities
between generally accepted present day accounting
methods and Stairs Method. In the light of these points, it
can be said that Stairs Method, when it was in use, served
in accordance to the present day accounting rules and

principles.

In Table-2 below, a comparison was made between
present day accounting rules ensured by the laws and the
rules of a method with a history of 1100 years . It is

striking to see serious similarities between them.
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Table-2. Comparison of present day accounting rules and Stairs Method accounting rules

Present day Accounting Rules and some
physical features

Presence in Stairs Method and its
structure

Making accounting records without delay in
10 days.

Present. This rule was applied in Ottomans as
15 days.

Ratification of compulsory ledgers to the
notary.

Present. Accounting books in Ottomans were
ratified by the kadi, head of finance, vizier
and sometimes by the signature of the
sultan.

Keeping ledgers by certified Independent
Accountants and Certified public
accountants.

Present. Ledgers were kept by the people who
learned the profession in a master apprentice
relation.
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Entry line in records.

Present. These feature continued from
Abbasids to Ottomans. Generally an
expression showing the type of the record is
written to the beginning of the entry and the
last letter of this expression is elongated with
a line. Thus there was line between the
expression and the last letter. The record was
written under this.

Writing date in records.

Present. Writing the date was a common
practice from Abbasids to Ottomans.

Explanation of entries in records.

Present. Explanations of entries sometimes
covered half of the page. Abbasids and
[Ikhanians used to make explanations over
the entries but Ottomans made explanations
under the entry line.
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Practice of sub totaling. Present. But the subtotals here were different
like a bunch grapes where they were written
downwards like a flow of a bunch or side by
side if they were too long to be written

downwards.
Recording debts to left and receivables to No. There was no such structure. Incomes
right. and expenditures were written to the same
line.
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Calculating end of page sums.

Partially. This practice was used for the large
sums by the entrant to crosscheck the
calculations. The most common practice was
to write the half part of the real numbers over
them to check totaling mistakes. Thus the
half part of the real sums could be checked
from the totals of these numbers. In other
words, if the half of the real numbers proved
the half of the sum, the calculation was
correct. Another practice was to provide a
general total and prove its credibility.

Correction of mistakes without erasing or
scratching and by crossing the record and
writing the correct statement over it.

Present. These rules were applied in the same
way.

Giving an entry number to every accounting
record.

Present. This practice was especially common
in Ottomans
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It can be seen from the above table that rules of
present day accounting methods were all present in Stairs

Method.

5. CONCLUSION

The first examples of the Stairs Method, which was used in
state accounting, can be observed in the VIII. century
Abbasid State. The method was abandoned in 1879 by an
imperial edict from the Ottoman Empire. This means that

the method was used for at least 1,100 years.

Accountancy in states gains importance with the
growth of the state as in enterprises. Stairs method arose
not only to meet the accounting needs of a seigniory or a
small state but instead a big state. As a result of this
feature how big the state grew, the method was competent

and adjustable to the changes.

This study shows that the political relations between
the three states, namely the Abbasid, Ilkhanians and
Ottomans, was the main factor in the spread of the Stairs
Method in the Middle East. Some of the common features of
these three states that contributed to emplacement of this
method, including the political relations, are mentioned in
this study. From an accounting history perspective these

common features are factors that helped in the development
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of the method. It is possible to summarize these factors as

follows:

Cultural Factors: Generally speaking the Stairs
Method was discovered by the Abbasids in an Arab-Islamic
cultural setting, consolidated by the Ilkhanians in a
Persian-Mongol-Islamic cultural setting and in the Ottoman
era it was developed in a Turkish-Islamic cultural setting.
The most important indicator of this cultural setting are
taxes based on Islamic rules, such as harac, jizyah, and
Ostir (ashar or tithe - a tax on crops), and national cultural

elements such as mukataa as a type of public revenue.

Language and Alphabet: The Stairs method
originated in Arabic script and its development period
under the Ilkhanians saw its use in Persian script and style.
Similarity between Persian and Arabic scripts was one of
the most important factors in the method’s adaptation and
development by the Ilkhanians. The Ottoman’s use of
Arabic script also had the same effect. In all three states,

the Stairs Method was implemented with siyakat script.

This special script commonly used in the three states,
was a result of common features of Arabic, Persian and

Ottoman writing cultures.

The fact that much of the accountancy terminology

employed in Turkey, Iran and the Arabian Peninsula in
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common is direct evidence of a shared language and

Alphabet culture.

State Organization and Administration Culture:
illustrated in this study, the state administration structure
and culture of the Abbasids, Ilkhanians and Ottomans have
many similar features. With the Abbasids culture of fiscal
and administrative organization, the Stairs Method’s central
and provincial organization was developed. The most
important factor in shaping the fiscal structure and
accountancy organization in the Abbasid state was the
basing of public revenue and expenditures on a provincial
structure. The collection of taxes and spending public
expenditures in the Ilkhanians and Ottoman states
according to a provincial system influenced the fiscal
organization. Similarity in the naming of political and fiscal
structures and names and contents of accounting ledgers in

these three states is not mere coincidence.

The culture of state structure and administration is a
factor that affects public expenditure and its accounting
just as it does in revenues. The culture of central
organization in the Abbasid State with the Divan and its
sub-organizations and provincial organization of kadi
(Muslim local judge) and sub-organizations, is common in
the Ilkhanians State and partially similar to the one found

in the Ottoman State. It is also possible to extend this
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observation to military organization which is one of the

most important expenditures in all three states.

Economic Environment and Commercial Culture:
The Abbasids production culture (cottage economy and
provincial economy) have influenced public revenues and
the accounting method that is suitable for these revenues.
Products based on agricultural and village economy shaped
these revenues and the commercial culture and the use of
money formed the basis of cash taxes. As a result of similar
geographies, economic and commercial cultures in the
[Ikhanians and Ottoman states were similar. Therefore the
fiscal structure and accounting method was shaped by
these cultures and spread throughout the Middle East.
Trade along the Silk Road, which formed the backbone of
international trade, influenced commercial habits and state

revenues such as customs tax.

There are also issues such as secrecy,
professionalism, internal audit, conservatism in the
preservation of the method and reporting which are related
to the discovery and development processes of the method.
Some evaluations about these subjects have already been

made in this third section of the study.

Research on the Stairs Method is still in its infancy.
There are many possible avenues for research in this

method which has an illustrious past in the Middle East.
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The present study is concerned with the birth of the method
and briefly reviews its development in three different states.
It is hoped that this study will be a reference for researchers

and future studies.

Briefly, it is necessary to evaluate Stairs method as a
different method from uniform and double-entry accounting
methods. We think that it will not be wrong to say that
Stairs method is the source of both uniform and double-
entry accounting methods when its form, concepts and
rules are taken into consideration. This evaluation will not
be wrong for a method of 1100 years old with its rules and
form and the oldest sample. First examples of uniform
account method with its simple, formless and irregular form
dates back to 1200 AD. It is known that the first doctrinal
study of double-entry accounting method was made by
Luca Pacioli, an Italian mathematician and monk, in “Suma
de Arithmetica, Geometrica, Proportioni et Proportionalita”
which was published in Venice in 1495. We know that he
mentioned the theory and practice of double-entry
accounting system (doppelte buchhaltung) in his work.
Pacioli is accepted as the father of double-entry accounting
method and hence the father of modern accounting record
technique. In the light of these findings we insist that our
evaluation of the Stairs method as the basis of double-entry
accounting method, which is accepted as the modern

recording technique, gains power.
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Finally, it must be known that the acceptance of this
reality, which we think is an important finding, will be
difficult, maybe not for national literature but for
contemporary international accounting literature. But some
efforts must surely be made for this. At least, it must be
accepted that “Stairs Accounting Record Method” is a third
method on its own apart from “Uniform Account Method”
and “Double-entry Accounting Method”. Even this will place
this method in its deserved place in history, which we think

is not sufficient
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